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Abstract

This study aims to comparatively examine Aristotle’s and Suhrawardi’s perspectives on the
issue of deduction by analyzing their similarities and differences regarding the nature and
validity of deductive reasoning. The significance of this research lies in addressing the
widespread assumption that Suhrawardi merely rejected Aristotelian logic. A closer
investigation of his logical thought provides a more accurate understanding of the relationship
between Illuminationist philosophy and the Aristotelian logical tradition, thereby contributing
to the study of the development of logic in Islamic philosophy. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical and comparative method, relying on library-based references and a
systematic examination of the logical works of Aristotle and Suhrawardi. The findings
indicate that Suhrawardi did not reject Aristotelian logic in its entirety; rather, while
preserving its general framework, he sought to refine and strengthen it through innovations
such as simplifying the rules governing the conversion of propositions, reconsidering certain
deduction forms, and emphasizing the epistemic roles of self-evident principles, intuition, and
illumination. The study concludes that Suhrawardi’s logical project represents not a rupture
with the Aristotelian tradition but a critical reconstruction of it within the framework of
[Iluminationist philosophy.
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Introduction

The deduction stands as the cornerstone of deductive reasoning in the history of Western and
Islamic philosophy. In the Aristotelian tradition, the deduction is not merely a linguistic
construct but a formal mechanism designed to ensure the necessity of a conclusion derived
from established premises. Through the Organon, Aristotle established the rules of
demonstration, positing that valid reasoning is a matter of structural integrity and the correct
application of the middle term.
However, the history of Islamic philosophy witnessed a profound evolution of this logic,
reaching a critical juncture with the School of Illumination founded by Shihab al-Din al-
Suhrawardi. While the Peripatetic tradition-heavily influenced by Avicenna- sought to perfect
the formal rigors of Aristotelian deduction, Suhrawardi challenged the sufficiency of purely
formal logic. He argued that formal validity, while necessary for organized thought, is often
detached from ontological truth. This paper explores the comparative approaches to the
deduction in these two traditions, examining how Suhrawardi transitioned logic from a tool
of mere formal inference to an integral component of an epistemological journey toward truth.
The central problem addressed in this study is the tension between formal logical necessity
and ontological reality. The Aristotelian model focuses on the validity of the structure,
whereas the Suhrawardian model questions whether such structures can truly grasp the
essence of being.
This research seeks to answer the following questions:

How does the Aristotelian concept of the deduction function as a tool for certain
knowledge?

In what ways did Suhrawardi reform the technical aspects of the deduction (propositions,
figures, and rules)?

How does the integration of hads (intuition) and badihiyyat (self-evident truths) redefine the
teleology of the deduction in the Illuminationist school?

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative method, by relying on library-
based references and a systematic examination of the logical works of Aristotle and
Suhrawardi.

Findings

The findings indicate that the Aristotelian approach to the deduction is primarily concerned
with the preservation of truth through formal necessity. For Aristotle, the deduction is a tool
of demonstration that allows the mind to move from known premises to unknown conclusions
with absolute certainty. The emphasis is placed on the “middle term” as the bridge that links
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the major and minor terms. In this tradition, logic is a self-contained system where validity is
determined by the internal consistency of the argument’s structure. A major finding of this
research is that Suhrawardi did not seek to abolish the Aristotelian deduction but rather to
optimize it by removing unnecessary complexities and ambiguities that he believed hindered
the path to truth.

Suhrawardi posits that while the deduction is useful for organizing and expanding known
truths, the most fundamental truths are obtained through hudiiri (presential/intuitive)
knowledge. The concept of hads acts as a bridge; it is a cognitive power that allows the knower
to leap toward certain knowledge without the need for exhaustive discursive deductions. Thus,
for Suhrawardi, the deduction is not an end in itself but a way to justify and articulate the
insights gained through illumination.

Discussion and Conclusion

This comparative study concludes that the transition from Aristotelian logic to Suhrawardian
logic represents a shift from formalism to epistemological integration. While Aristotle
provided the essential grammar of thought through the deduction, Suhraward refined this
grammar to better serve the pursuit of ontological truth. Suhrawardi’s innovations-ranging
from the simplification of propositions to the modification of deduction figures-were not
merely technical exercises. They were part of a larger project to align logical structures with
the realities of human cognition and spiritual experience. Ultimately, in the Illuminationist
tradition, the deduction functions as a bridge between the discursive mind and the intuitive
soul, ensuring that logic remains a servant to, rather than a substitute for, the direct
apprehension of truth.
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