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Article Info ABSTRACT

This study examines how contemporary Persian-Dari poetry reflects
political, social, and cultural developments in Afghanistan between the
vag-s and the yaa.s. It argues that poets responded divergently to these

transformations accordinggto their. ideolegical positions: while some
aligned with state-sponsored discourse and contributed to the
reproduction_of official ideology, others articulated resistance through
symbolicg@nd multi-layered, poetic language. Beyond its aesthetic
function, poetryin this period emerged as a significant medium of socio-
politicahengagement and a repository of collective memory. It was also
instrumentalized for political propaganda through the translation of
Russian literagy works and the institutional activities of the Writers’
Union of the People's Democratic Party, whereas independent and
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Saur, (April vv), Union of study offers a comprehensive and comparatively novel analysis of the
Writers. representation of political and social events in contemporary Afghan

poetry. It advances the field by integrating discursive, linguistic, and
soCio-historical perspectives within a unified analytical framework,
thereby providing a nuanced understanding of the dynamic interplay
between poetry, ideology, and historical experience across multiple
poetic currents.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Contemporary Afghan poetry, from the Y21 +s to the Y44.s was shaped within a context of profound
political and social transformations. Major events, such as the demonstrations of ¥ Agrab YY¢¢ SH
(October Y£, Y410) the coup of ¥ Saur YYoV SH (April YV, Y4YA), the Soviet invasion, the popular
uprising of Herat on Y¢ Hoot YYeoY SH (March Y¢, Y4Y4), and the subsequent civil wars- not only
transformed the country's political structure but also exerted a direct influence on the formation of poetic
language, imagination, and discourse. During this period, poetry moved beyond its purely aesthetic
function and emerged as a medium of protest, resistance, political mobilization, and théconstruction of
collective memory.

Despite existing studies on socialist poetry and the social dimensions of poetry in theg¥¥€+sto ‘YV-s
SH (Y47:s to Y44+s), a comprehensive analysis that examines the reflection of political and social
events across the full spectrum of poetic movements-including leftist, Islamic, and independent currents-
remains lacking. The present study addresses this gap by investigating how.theSe events are represented
in contemporary Persian-language poetry of Afghanistan and by_exploring the relationship between
political and social developments and the structural and linguistic transformations of poetry.

Literature Review and Methodology

Existing scholarship on modern Afghan poetry hasexplored important aspects of the field but often
within partial or ideologically narrow framewaorks. Fabesh (Y ¢), in Political Crises of Afghanistan in
Contemporary Dari Poetry, examines‘committed poetry through political crisis theory, highlighting
authoritarianism, war, displacement, and inequality as key determinants, yet primarily focusing on
content. Naderi (Y+Y+), in Resistance Poetry/and Its Characteristics in Afghanistan, defines resistance
poetry as a direct response to historical events, especially jihad and anti-Soviet struggle, emphasizing
its communicative function, but underrepresenting,the mediating role of language, form, and ideology.
Farhang (Y3AA), in Afghanistan in the Last"Five Centuries, reconstructs the Yrd of Aqrab YY¢¢ (V¢
October Y41¢) using archival sources, providing essential historical context but overlooking literary
repercussions. Poetic gépresentations of this event, especially among leftist poets, often amplify
ideological perspectives, revealing a gap between historical record and literary expression. Ahmadzai
(YY), Hedayat and,Qasemzadeh (Y:Y°), and Salek et al. (Y:YY) focus on socialist poetry with
predeminantly descriptive analyses, lacking comparative depth. A significant gap remains: no study
systematically, examines Poth poles of modern Afghan poetry—official/state-sponsored and
resistance—wihile, accounting for the role of cultural institutions and Russian translations. This study
addresses this gap by’employing a sociological approach to analyze how socio-political events shape
poetic discourse and how poetry contributes to forming political narratives in Afghanistan.

Discussion

This research demonstrates that Afghan contemporary Persian poetry from the Y37.s to the Y3%:s
functioned not merely as an aesthetic phenomenon but as a dynamic historical discourse shaped by and
shaping political realities. Major events, including the demonstrations of ¥ Agrab YY¢¢ SH (October Y ¢,
Y410e), the Soviet invasion, and popular uprisings, profoundly influenced thematic, linguistic, and
symbolic dimensions of poetry. A key finding is the discursive duality: regime-affiliated poetry,
employing simplified symbols and propaganda, reproduced official ideology, while resistance poetry,
with multi-layered symbolism, reflected collective suffering and expanded critical and protest horizons,
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highlighting differences in both ideology and aesthetic strategies. Cultural institutions, notably the
Writers' Union and Russian translations, decisively shaped official poetry. Independent and dissident
poets adapted their expression to production conditions: domestic poetry, constrained by censorship and
exposure to violence, became symbolic, condensed, and multi-layered, whereas émigré poetry,
relatively free from restrictions, adopted explicit and direct forms. Historical and social conditions thus
crucially influenced poetic structure and discourse. From a literary-sociological perspective, poetry of
this period not only mirrored events but actively produced meaning, mobilized collective consciousness,
and consolidated historical memory, marking a shift from aesthetic to committed, event-driven literary
functions. Ultimately, contemporary Afghan poetry emerges as a meeting point of history, ideology, and
aesthetics, a discursive, multi-layered field, where poetic texts serve as arenas for confrontation between
power and resistance, representation of collective memory, and understanding the intértwined history of
culture and politics in Afghanistan.

Conclusion

This research demonstrates that contemporary Afghan poetry from the Y&3..sito the Y4 4 + s transcended
purely aesthetic functions to serve as a key instrument of socio-political engagement and collective
memory. Poetry of this period was characterized by a dual diseursive structuresgovernment-affiliated
poetry, using sloganistic language and conventional symbgls, degitimized official ideology, while
resistance poetry, employing multi-layered symbolismgand ¢ritical expression, voiced opposition to
tyranny, occupation, and violence. A further distinction emerged-between domestic and exile resistance
poetry: domestic works, constrained by.eensorship and proximity to events, became symbolic,
condensed, and multi-layered, whereas exile poetry, relatively free from such constraints, adopted
explicit, rhetorical forms emphasizifng alienationand displacement. Additionally, the Writers' Union and
the translation of Russian works played.a decisive role in‘shaping leftist discourse and propagandistic
literature.

Keywords: Contemporary Afghan poetry, political events, Seventh of Saur (April YY), Soviet invasion,
Union of Writers.
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