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Language is not a one-sided raw material; rather, it is.understood in a dialogical
and social sense. Even when a person has internal'monologues with himself, the
characteristic of dialogue and two-waysstelationship is sstill evident. Since
language is not based on essence, it acquires a completely social aspect and is
placed in the cycle of repetition of jprevieus and|subsequent statements. This is
why literature, as the most sublime artistic aspect of language, takes on such a
path.Literary works also have‘a conversational‘aspect and an intertextual nature
with the works before and, after them. There is no literary work that is simply
written by an original mind; rather, every literary work, in the process of being
written, has<consciously or-unconsciously drunk from the water of previous
literary writings and texts and thensturned to manifestation and emergence. This
articleddeals with a descriptive-analytical study of the conversational logic and
intertextual nature/of two contemporary works, Azadaran- e Bayal (The Story of
the Cow) and Asrar-e Ganj Darreh Genei (The Secrets of the Treasure of the
Valley of the'Genie) with the classic literary text Kalila and Demna. The present
study seeks to understand how two contemporary modern works, with different
perspectives, are placed in the same context as a classic literary work. It is worth
noting that the key intertextual term in this study is "cow" and the concept of its
killing. After examining, we found that, based on the interactions that past texts
have in future texts, the myth of the cow and its sacrifice has been used both in
the classic text Kalila and Demna and in the two contemporary works "The
Mourners of the Bayal" andThe Secrets of the treasure of the Valley of the Genie
to express social, cultural concepts and power relations and various social bases.
The common meaning in all three works is the death of the cow, the loss of
something valuable, equivalent to identity and social base. The interpretability of
the three works and the socio-political orientation are other common features of
all three works.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This research examines the social aspect of intertextuality in these three texts, as the nature of
intertextuality and the logic of dialogism emphasize "sociability." Another reason for such an
approach is the research conducted on each of these works. From the past to the present, Kalila and
Dimna has been introduced as a book of statecraft and politics. Although some research has examined
"The Lion and the Ox" from a mythological perspective, especially Mithraism, social issues, power
relations, and governance, both in the case of "The Lion and the Ox" and in all chapters of this book,
are obvious to everyone. The Mourners of Bayal, which we are only dealing with one of its stories,
despite the mythological connection of the Ox drama, takes place in a social atmosphere full of
superstition and illusion, where there is no hope for the treatment of this atmosphere and its people.
Asrare Ganj-e Darreh-e Genie by Golestan (The Secrets of the Treasure of Genie Valley also,
according to the research conducted on it, completely reflects the socio-political events of its time.

Research Methodology:

Like most literary studies of this kind, this essay is carried out using a descriptive-analytical method
and library research. Data is collected through search in information databases (internet resources) and
then, based on the intertextuality theory, the semiotic and symbolic concept of the cow and its killing
are explored in three target works.

Discussion

Although all three literary works fall into the categories of mythological (the myth of the sacrifice of
the bull), cultural (the issue of identity), and social (power structures), this research examines the
social intertextuality in these three texts, just as the nature of intertextuality and the logic of dialogism
emphasize the "sociability"” of the work. Another reason for this approach is the research conducted on
each of these works. From the past until now, Kalila and Dimna has been introduced as a book of
prudence and politics. Although studies have examined The Lion and the Bull conflict from a
mythological perspective, especially Mithraism, social issues and power and governance relations,
both regarding the Lion and the Bull and in all chapters of this book, are obvious to everyone. The
Mourners of Bayal, which we only deal with one story, despite the mythological connection of the
drama of the bull, takes place in a social atmosphere full of superstition and illusion, where there is no
hope for healing this atmosphere and its people. As for Secrets of the Treasure Valley of Genie by
Golestan, it completely reflects the political-social events of its time, based on the research that has
been done on it.

In Kalila and Dimna, the lion is the agent of death, and the ox is the object. Similarly, in The Secrets
of the Treasure Valley, the farmer is the agent and Killer, and the ox is the object. In fact, a
rationalization and an excuse in both stories lead to the ox being killed: at first, the excuse is the ox's
conspiracy against the lion—indeed, the lion's fear from the beginning to the end of the story is
noteworthy—and in the second, the excuse is finding treasure and sacrificing something for it.
However, in "The Mourners of Bayal,” we do not see any reason or event that explains why the cow
died, nor do we find an excuse for its death. But Mashdi Hassan becoming a cow and eventually dying
has a reason, and that is the death of his cow. In The Mourners of Bayal, we also perceive the
objectification and sacrifice in a hidden way. In fact, the characteristic of the main story of the lion and
the ox and The Secrets of the Treasure Valleyis the existence of a plot and a causal narrative sequence.
In both works, "the plot is formed based on a regular and sequential narrative of events." (Asgari
Hasan Kalou, Y+ +): YeY) But the lack of a plot is the main characteristic of Saedi's narrative in the
story of Mashdi Hassan or "The Cow." This very lack of plot is revealed in the unfulfilled plots in the




¥ A Semiotic Study of the Cow in Three Domains:Mythological, ... / Soleimani kal tappe, Azizifar

text. Everything is so chaotic and disordered that this very chaos and plotlessness is itself a plot for the
disorder of the story's character.

Conclusion

By examining intertextual instances, it became clear that three texts have used the myth of the cow and
its sacrifice to express social concepts, power relations, and different social classes. The common
meaning in all three texts is the death of the cow, either through being killed by the ruling power or
through natural death, although that natural death (as we mentioned in the text) is also a kind of being
killed by the socio-political structures of power. In all three texts, the 'cow' is that share of goodness
that should not be lost, and losing it is linked to the decline of the individual and society.

Keywords: Dialogic principle, cow, Kalila and Dimna, The Mourners of Bayal(Azadran-e Bayal),
The Secrets of the treasure of the Valley of the Genie (Asrar-e GanjDarrehJeni).
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