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Abstract

With the advent of the COVID-19 virus and the impact of all social, cultural, and
economic behaviors in the world, there has been a general change in the general
public's lives, of which the sports industry is no exception. The purpose of this
study is to investigate the content of the news related to the postponement of the
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games due to the outbreak of the Corona pandemic. This
research is of an applied type, strategically descriptive, and in terms of the
implementation method, it is based on the content analysis method. The research
population includes ISNA, IRNA, Fars, Mehr, Tasnim, Borna, and Tabnak news
agencies. The data collection tool will be content coding based on categorization,
which will be used after confirming the validity and reliability. The findings of the
research show that among the news categories that have been discussed in reliable
domestic and foreign websites and news agencies regarding the postponement of
the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, sports 39%, general categories 38%, economic
news about the postponement of competitions 18%, and women's sports 5% of the
news about the postponement of the Olympic competitions They have given it.
Among the news agencies studied, ISNA news agency with 55 news stories (about
31 percent) had the largest share in covering the postponement of the 2020 Olympic
Games. Also, among the news related to various sports, 94% is related to individual
sports, and 6% is related to team sports.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Sport in the modern world, as a powerful social institution, interacts with other institutions and sometimes plays a
determining role. This is especially significant because these institutions play a major role in shaping and defining
social identity. Today, sport is recognized not only for its entertaining and diverse functions but also as an identity-
building element (Taji, Moradi, Moradi, Ahmadi, & Abdolhamid, 2013). The outbreak of the COVID-19 virus has
caused fundamental changes in the educational, training, and physiological structures of many industries (Safania,
Barahmand, & Raha, 2020). Changes in the organization of major events such as the Olympics have led to significant
economic, athletic, and social challenges, both for the host country and for the global sports community. Some of
these challenges receive media attention, while others are overlooked, resulting in errors in assessing the crisis and
addressing its subsequent problems. Therefore, it is necessary to properly analyze the content of news related to the
postponement of the 2020 Olympic Games to identify the problems, challenges, and opportunities that may arise from
such crises or similar ones in the future, as well as to predict future scenarios. Accordingly, this study aims to
investigate the topics covered in news reports about the postponement of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and to determine which topics received the most attention.

METHODOLOGY

This research is applied in nature, descriptive in terms of strategy, and employs a content analysis method for its
implementation. Initially, the research categories were selected based on the research background and theoretical
literature of the subject and were evaluated and approved by 10 experts in the fields of sports sciences and sports
management. The determination of categories and recording units was conducted using a library-based categorization
approach grounded in the research background. Similarly, the determination of the content characteristics of the
studied articles was carried out using the library-based categorization method and the Kendall’s coefficient of
concordance test. Subsequently, based on the identified keywords, searches were conducted across the news agencies
ISNA, IRNA, Fars, Mehr, Tasnim, Borna, and Tabnak, and the results were recorded using the quantitative content
analysis method. The research population includes the aforementioned news agencies: ISNA, IRNA, Fars, Mehr,
Tasnim, Borna, and Tabnak.

RESULTS

Sports disciplines accounted for 39% of the news, general categories 38%, economic news related to the postponement
of the games 18%, and women’s sports 5% of the news coverage concerning the postponement of the Olympic Games.
Among the news agencies analyzed, ISNA had the largest share of coverage with 55 reports (approximately 31%) on
the postponement of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. Additionally, among the news related to various sports
disciplines, 94% pertained to individual sports, while 6% were related to team sports.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Sports contribute to the improvement of physical and mental health, skill development, community well-being,
reduction of medical costs, enhancement of personal discipline, and the increase of individuals’ self-confidence.
People and athletes around the world eagerly anticipate significant sporting events such as the Olympics every year.
The cancellation of these events not only deeply affects the general public but also profoundly impacts the athletes
themselves. The postponement of such events has presented numerous challenges for stakeholders, athletes, coaches,
referees, and sponsors. Among these groups, researchers believe that athletes have been the most adversely affected.
This is because they have spent a significant amount of time training and striving to qualify for the Olympics, and
now, with the postponement of the games, they have lost the opportunity to compete.
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