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In this article, the author attempts to explain something that is rarely seen in
Aristotle's ethical and political thought, which is the legal dimension that
Aristotle incidentally stated between ethics and politics in order to link the two
in the fifth chapter of the Nicomachean Ethics. In this chapter, Aristotle
distances himself from justice in the moral sense and, by introducing another
into his theory, enters justice in the legal sense under the theory of natural law,
which itself is based on the Greek theory of nature. With this chapter of the
aforementioned book, Aristotle completely transforms the meaning of law,
citizenship, and life under the political state. In a way, politics is completely
influenced by the non-subjective right or rights of man from this moment on,
and here Aristotle makes a difference between household management, the
relationship of gods and servitude, and the political situation, and makes
politics a place for realizing the acquisition of moral virtues and ensuring laws
based on distributive and corrective justice and other natural rights of citizens.

Cite this article: Bagherzadeh-Meshkibaf, M. (2025). Transition from Moral Justice to Right Justice and a New
Definition of the Political State in Aristotle's Philosophy. Journal of Philosophical Investigations, 19
(50), 529-549. https:/doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2025.65828.3999

© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Tabriz.



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8302-9674
https://doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2025.65828.3999
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7406-2525

Transition from Moral Justice to Right Justice and a New Definition .../ Bagherzadeh-Meshkibaf 530

Extended Abstract

The most important theory of classical Greek philosophers is the theory of nature, which has been
carefully explained by Cassirer to Yeager and Strauss. Aristotle basically thinks under this term in
all areas of his thought. But for Aristotle, nature is of two types: changeable nature and fixed
nature. Both of which are present in some way in politics and ethics, but fundamentally,
unchangeable nature is related to metaphysics and physics, and changeable nature is based on
politics and ethics, where law is also present. Therefore, Aristotle's view of the external world is
very complex and he interprets it based on the changing state of the objective world. That is, he
does not stabilize principles, whether morally or politically, and closes his eyes to changing
situations. On the other hand, he does not leave law under a political or moral institution that is
based on the will of power, but rather defines it as a non-subjective natural matter that can also
change based on developments and changes in the situation. In today's world, since we understood
everything as moral and set aside the external world as an observation of objective relations and
simply introduced our will into the world, we have moved towards the primacy of law in society,
but law has nothing to do with rights. It explains law, not vice versa. When Aristotle talks about
natural law, he talks about non-subjective law. This is in contrast to the present era, which is
entirely based on personal or subjective law, where law is the only source of law. This is tyranny
because the government has a monopoly on law. This has nothing to do with rights.

In such a situation, what is the importance of returning to nature? Nature cannot be taken over
in any way that human will belongs to it. It is in the external world that rights are created. For man
to determine rights actually means that we explain rights under the law. My rights are determined
through the law that an individual has made, which would lead to tyranny and ideological
governments. Aristotle designs a theory against such conditions. In fact, the beginning of legal
thought is in Greece because it is there that citizenship relations began. Among citizens, rights find
meaning. In this article, the author seeks to first clarify the relationship between ethics and politics,
and then distinguish moral justice from legal justice and show how Aristotle interprets the political
state under these two. Of course, it should be noted that the main focus of the article is on the fifth
chapter of Nicomachean Ethics and its relationship with the political situation.

Aristotle has a different stance in the philosophy of human affairs or practical wisdom than in
philosophy or theoretical wisdom. Based on the two books Nicomachean Ethics and Politics, he
has described the Greek individual in three different situations. First, the moral situation, which is
the creation of a balance in internal desires. Second: The legal situation, which can also be called
collective justice, in which the discussion is not moral but essentially legal and based on legislation
and demand. Third: The political situation, which is described under the state. If the definition of
virtue, which is based on happiness and well-being, is for Aristotle the same characteristic of man
or theoretical thinking and reflection, Aristotle makes it the goal of both other situations as well,
and the other two situations are in the service of the virtuous gentleman. But the first situation is
almost impossible to realize without receiving the legal burden and the attachments of a political
state.
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In the moral situation, Aristotle, with concepts of a variable nature, objectively examining the
partial and intermediate situation between extremes and excesses in order to obtain and establish
justice in the type of behavior, shows the uniqueness of his moral theory in comparison with
theoretical wisdom and asks us to have different expectations in these discussions. That is,
ultimately, Aristotle can guide us in morality in a very formal way, and it is common sense that
must give it content, which is one of the characteristics of the Aristotelian gentleman. To partially
realize virtues and protect them, Aristotle considers himself dependent on the establishment of
laws and politics, but before entering politics, he creates a second situation that is very influential
in the future. He introduces the legal situation with another entry into the realm of moral thought.
In this situation, he speaks of judgment, law, valuation, contractual matters, and also financial
profit and loss. In this situation, a type of human society is described that seems to speak of natural
right even before the formation of the political state, which must be supported by two types of
distributive and corrective justice between individuals.

Natural right as merit, a share in the honor and wealth of the city, property, sovereignty,
freedom, and recognition is not only laid out in the fifth chapter of the Nicomachean Ethics, but
also promises the emergence of a different state of morality under which politics must define itself.
That is, the citizen, who is understandable only under the political state, is the owner of rights that
are recognized and guaranteed only in the political state, otherwise politics has given him nothing.
This second state is the main difference between Aristotle and other classical political thinkers.

For Aristotle, the political state is not simply the formation of any kind of society of humans,
but any kind of government in the form of gods and slaves and based on the form of household
management is not a political state. If this is the case, how is human society different from the
harmonious society of bees and ants? Such a society cannot be a realization of moral and right
status at all and is void of validity. Rather, political society means the recognition of the alternating
rule and obedience of citizens, and the criterion of government is the realization of justice in the
name of the public interest. In such a society, everyone's enjoyment of political rights must depend
on his share in providing the elements of existence and organization of the government. Therefore,
freedom, lineage, and wealth must be recognized as licenses for obtaining positions and honors.
Such a political society can achieve the goal of acquiring virtue and the civilized society that
Aristotle expects.
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