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The welfare state theory is one of the key concepts of public law and it is
considered one of the bases of modern governance. Although some scholars
state that the era of the welfare state is over, and they claim that the world has
entered the era of the post-regulatory state. Doubtless, regulatory and post-
regulatory states are highly connected with the welfare state. If we study the
foundations and history of the formation of the welfare state, we find that the
economic crises caused by the classical economy obliged Western States to
consider the theory of the welfare state as a response to the crisis. Meanwhile,
it is clear that Marx had pondered and warned about the drawbacks of classical
economics. To this end, the main question of this article is what is the role of
Karl Marx's criticisms of the liberal economy on the emergence of welfare
state theory? The results of this research show that the concept of the welfare
state emerged after Marx, and the ideas of this philosopher regarding welfare
have a lot of differences with the welfare state theory. This research is
doctrinal research, and the descriptive-analytical method has also been used to
analyze the data.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The welfare state is one of the key concepts of public law and it is considered one of the bases of
modern governance. Although some scholars state that the era of the welfare state is over, and they
claim that the world has entered the era of the post-regulatory state. But the fact is that regulatory
and post-regulatory states are highly connected with the welfare state. Indeed, a better
understanding of the regulatory state needs to know about the concept of a welfare state. Somehow,
the welfare state is a key component to knowing the concept of regulatory government. The welfare
state is a form of government in which the public authority is assumed to be responsible for
providing public services. Government by intervening in economic and social affairs tries to
provide public services to citizens and gain public satisfaction. Of course, service provision is done
keeping in mind concepts such as fair distribution of wealth, equal opportunities, and public
responsibility. In such a government, the principle is to provide the greatest amount of welfare and
services to the citizens as much as possible. If we study the foundations and history of the
formation of the welfare state, we find that the economic crises caused by the theory of classical
economy obliged Western governments to consider the welfare state theory as a reply to the crisis.
Meanwhile, it is clear that Marx had pondered and warned about the drawbacks of classical
economics before the emergence of the European economic crisis in the 19th century. To this end,
this article focused on the role and influence of Marx in the emergence of welfare state theory.

Research Question(s)

The main question of this article is, what was the role of Karl Marx's criticisms about the liberal
economy on the emergence of the concept of the welfare state?

Literature Review

In the Persian language, no article has been published about the role and influence of Marx in the
emergence of the concept of the welfare state. But almost all of Marx's important books such as
Capital, Poverty of Philosophy, and Communist Manifesto, have been translated into Persian. In
common sense, some related articles are accessible in Iranian Journals.

Philosophical Origin of Popper’s Welfare State Compared with the Viewpoints of the Classic
Proponents and Modern Opponents. This article was written by Fouladian Maji, and Zeinab Fatemi
Amin, and published by Social Welfare Quarterly. Generally, this article talks about the origins of
the welfare state, which gives us a clue that we should take Marx seriously in the emergence of
the welfare state.

The Evolution of Government Intervention in Economy from the Perspective of Public Law-
Welfare to Post-Regulatory Governments, this article written by Arian Petoft & Ahmad Momeni
Rad, and published by Public Law Research. The main idea of this article is the connectivity of
understanding of transformation from a welfare state to a regulatory government. Indeed, it will
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give a clue that a better understanding of regulatory government needs to focus on the welfare
state.

Reconstruction of Karl Marx’s Methodology, this article is written by Monireh Bahreini and
Saeid Zibakalam, and was published by the Journal of Methodology of Social Sciences and
Humanities (MSSH). Doubtless, this is a great source for understanding Marx's writings and
manuscripts, to this end, the authors benefited from reading the Marx books.

Lastly, in the English language, there are a few books and articles on the role of Marx in the
emergence of the welfare state, such as Marx and welfare, written by Ramesh Mishra, and The
Theory of Need in Marx, which is written by Agnes Heller and Giangiacomo Feltrinelli.

Methodology

This is fundamental research in terms of its purpose, and the descriptive-analytical method has
also been used to analyze the data.

Conclusion

The results of this research show that the concept of the welfare state emerged after the death of
Marx, and the ideas of this thinker regarding welfare have a lot of differences with the concept of
the welfare state. But, Marx’s criticisms about the liberal economy and liberal society paved the
ground for the emergence of the welfare state. Therefore, Marx cannot be considered a theoretician
of the welfare state theory. Doubtless, in Marx's writings, there is no specific discussion about
welfare that meets the concept of the welfare state. This issue arises from the fact that during
Marx's lifetime, no institution was responsible for providing public services (in its modern
meaning), and Marx was not able to address the concept of the welfare state. Meanwhile, Marx's
opinions are written in consideration of public welfare. In some cases, even the focus of his
analysis is the reports of government institutions regarding public services. An interesting point in
Marx's opinions is that he directly pinpointed that a capitalist system can provide relative
prosperity and welfare. But it will be far from the real welfare. Indeed, Marx declares that the
capitalist system can provide relative public welfare, but real prosperity will never be provided by
the capitalist system. To conclude, Karl Marx by criticizing the 19th-century situation and people's
access to social welfare, paved the ground for the emergence of the welfare state.

Notes

This article focused only on the critical-philosophical opinions of Karl Marx and did not address
Marxism. Because Marxism and the philosophical views of Karl Marx are two separate issues.
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