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Alfred North Whitehead's "process philosophy," a novel and influential perspective
in contemporary philosophy, examines the organic and interconnected relationships
between the various elements of existence and processes. This approach, stemming
from philosophical and scientific insights, posits that reality is not understood as a
static and fixed collection of entities, but rather as a dynamic and interwoven
network of events and endless change. These continuous changes represent a
perpetual transformation in the nature of being. In this context, the concept of
"becoming" is depicted as the most fundamental principle in Whitehead's
organismic thought. The importance of this is particularly evident in understanding
the continuous changes in existence and the interactions between events and
entities. Furthermore, the impact of these changes on theological viewpoints and
human conceptions of God and the world in general is highly noteworthy. This
research aims to utilize an analytical method to investigate the influence of process
philosophy on the formation and development of "process theology." From the
perspective of process theology, conceptions and viewpoints regarding God as a
being undergoing "process” and transformation are clearly incompatible with the
traditional approach that identifies God as a static and unchanging being. This
contradiction can lead to significant consequences and transformations in
contemporary religious thought and in our understanding of the relationship
between humanity and God, and generally create new areas and serious challenges
for traditional faith.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Process philosophy represents a paradigm shift from traditional metaphysics to a dynamic
understanding of reality that prioritizes change and interconnectedness. This abstract examines the
key components of process philosophy and its implications for process theology, demonstrating
how these ideas redefine our perception of being, divinity, and the world.

Discussion

1. Process Philosophy and the Issue of *'Becoming"’
The concept of "process™ is central to process philosophy, describing being as a flow of events,

not a collection of static entities. This perspective emphasizes change and transformation, asserting
that "becoming,” not "being," constitutes the essence of all things. Whitehead's philosophy invites
us to reconsider our understanding of the world, defining being as a network of interconnected
experiences, each moment influenced by prior interactions. Thus, process philosophy examines
the mechanisms and relationships through which change occurs, offering a dynamic and relational
view of being. The main components of this philosophy are:

a) Inherent Transformation

Unlike classical metaphysics, which emphasizes fixed essences, Whitehead argues that the
essence of each entity is influenced by its interaction with other entities and the changing
environment. This challenging perspective defines identity as something fluid and evolving.

b) Process in the Being of the World

Process philosophy states that the nature of reality is characterized by dynamism and
interconnectedness. The world is not a collection of static objects, but a system of interconnected
processes in which all components influence one another. This dynamism shows that entities
actively participate in a network of becoming, and their essence is shaped by their relationships
with others.

c) Interdependence and Connection Between Events

Whitehead emphasizes the importance of the link between events. Each occurrence is
influenced by and influences many other events, creating a network of dependencies that indicates
a fundamental relationality in reality. This perspective promotes a conception of reality in which
isolation is impossible, and everything is part of a collective and interdependent process of
becoming.

2. The Influence of Whitehead's Process Philosophy on the Formation of Process Theology

Whitehead's process philosophy establishes a vital connection between the natural world and
metaphysics. Within this framework, God is not a transcendent and immobile being, but an active
participant in universal processes. This perspective reveals that God has a close connection to
creation, influencing and being influenced by expanding reality. Thus, a new theology emerges
where nature and spirituality are interconnected, promoting an image of divinity that is engaged
and responsive, not distant and indifferent. The implications of process philosophy for theology
are profound, particularly regarding the relationship between God and the world. In process
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theology, God is conceived as a dynamic presence that actively interacts with and co-creates the
world, rather than imposing an immutable will upon it. In this model, theology is not about a
classically omnipotent being, but is better described as a persuader who encourages beauty,
goodness, and creativity in the world. In this understanding, God acts within the processes of
"becoming,” establishing a dynamic relationship that rejects unidirectional dynamism. This
perspective challenges traditional concepts such as God's omniscience and omnipotence, and
emphasizes the avenues of freedom and agency in both God and the world.

Conclusion

This analysis demonstrates that Whitehead's process philosophy not only redefines our understanding of
being but also has a significant impact on contemporary theology. By embracing the concept of "becoming,"”
theologians can cultivate a perspective that intertwines the dynamic and relational nature of the world and
God. This fusion of philosophy and theology offers a richer understanding of the interactions between God,
humanity, and the cosmos, paving a way for a faith aligned with the complexities of modern existence.
Ultimately, Whitehead's ideas call us to reconsider our spiritual beliefs in a world that is constantly
evolving, reflecting the deep interconnectedness of all things.
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