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Abstract:
Urban space encompasses various dimensions, with the physical dimension being a significant one. Studies indicate that the quantity

and quality of a city's physical elements play a decisive role in the extent of social interactions among citizens. Appropriate planning
for physical spaces can positively impact the well-being and mental health of a community. Accordingly, the present study aims to
investigate the role of physical elements in social interactions within urban public spaces, specifically in the vicinity of Rezvan Park
in Qorveh City, Kurdistan Province. This park has become the most important behavioral setting for citizens due to the lack of
suitable recreational facilities. This research is of a descriptive-analytical type and employs a qualitative methodology. The area
under study was divided into six sub-areas, and using systematic resource review techniques, map utilization, and photography, the
physical elements of the area were extracted and produced as separate maps. Subsequently, the role of physical elements in social
interactions was examined using covert natural observation techniques and semi-structured interviews with 35 individuals. The
research results indicate that, within the main park area of Qorveh City, urban furniture, trees, vegetation and grass cover, buildings,
concrete gutters, sidewalk edges, and green spaces, respectively, play the most significant roles in facilitating social interactions.
Therefore, attention to these elements through appropriate planning and physical design can reduce the tendency towards indifference
and rapid transit of people in urban public spaces. Finally, a proposal for the implementation of certain physical measures is
presented, categorized by the six designated areas.

Keywords: Physical elements, social interactions, urban public spaces, Qorveh city
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