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A Reflection on the Narrative of Travelogues on Women’s
Leisure and its Connection with the Gender Order in Iran
During the Qajar Era

Nizam Ali Dehnavi'| Leila Beiranvand?

Abstract

The travelogues of the Qajar period present a narrative of women’s
leisure and entertainment, which offers valuable insights into the patterns
that govern gender order and its impact on the formation of these
patterns. These narratives highlight the position of women within a
specific gender discourse, influenced by patriarchal culture, religious
beliefs, and traditional norms. In this model of female recreation, the
space and place of recreation, the means of recreation, and the behavioral
and psychological actions surrounding recreation are shaped by
patriarchal gender relations. This research aims to explore how the
narratives of women's entertainment in the Qajar era travelogues reflect
the effect of gender order on the formation of these entertainment
patterns. The hypothesis is that the travelogues, by providing a detailed
account, depict women’s entertainment within the context of gender
discourse and male authority. This study will employ a descriptive-
analytical method.
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