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Explaining the extent of human influence on existence and his role in
determining and changing his destiny is one of the most important theological
topics that has always been the focus of thinkers and scholars of various
schools of Islamic philosophy and theology. In order to explain this problem
in terms of proof, three general views of determinism, delegation, and inter-
commands have been formed. Mu'tazili and Imamiyya theologians, due to the
defense of man's responsibility against the actions issued by him and the
meaning of punishment and reward, have accepted the relative independence
of man in determining his destiny in the sense of having free will. Ghazali's
view that accepting free will for humans violates the Unity of Actions and, by
implying commitment, limits the power and will of God Almighty, believes in
predestination and acquisition. After explaining the concept of free will and
human predestination, the present essay examines the validity of this claim by
referring to Ghazali's works through the descriptive-analytical method.
Findings: Ghazali does not believe in the system of causality between the
phenomena of existence, and considers the repetition of existing relationships
and order to be caused by God's custom. Fate and Fortuity determine all the
events and phenomena of the world, and all the actions of existence are God's
voluntary and optional actions. Results: Ghazali does not assign a role to man
in determining his destiny, with the exclusiveness of will and authority to the
Almighty God and the prior determination of events in Fate and fortune. His
appeal to the idea of "business" in line with the responsibility of man for his
actions has not been able to solve the paradox of determinism and punishment
and reduce the intellectual problems of determinism.
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Extended Abstract

Tracing the history of philosophy and theology leads us to sixteen viewpoints about predestination
and free will, from which numerous sub-ideas have originated. However, the two general
approaches of Deterministic and Fatalists have received more attention than other views in the
Islamic world. As one of the thinkers and theorists in this field, Ghazali limits human agency to
acquisition and bases his foundations on three principles:

1. The system of existence is not based on causality because the acceptance of causality is
equivalent to God's positive effectivity. Causality is only a repeated comparison of phenomena.
There is no necessary and causal relationship, and the association of two or more things with each
other is due to God's destiny. Physical and material forces are not the source of the effect. God
created them to accomplish His creation through them. For this reason, the emergence of their
actions is not conditional on the effective and affected situation.

Al-Ghazali, citing verses and traditions such as "... Ba'l-Lillah al-Amru Jami‘ah..." (Ra'd/31 and
Hajj, verses 6 and 18; An‘am, verse 101; Waqih, verses 58-59; Al-Imran, verse 26; Safat, verse 96;
Buruj, verses 15-16; Al-Rahman, verse 29, generally excludes causality and effect for anyone other
than God. From this point of view, God Almighty is the direct agent of phenomena.

2. Relationships in the world are determined by divine will. The determination and emergence
of relationships in the world of existence is also done exclusively by God, and other beings only
have a role as a tool. Explaining that "when the condition of description is present, the place
becomes prone to accept the description because of it, then that description is created with divine
quality and eternal power in the process of obtaining talent; And since talent is achieved by the
creation of its condition, then it follows the condition and is later than it, in the same way, the
occurrence of events is created in order by the action of the Most High, although all events are one
in the divine decree. “We command only one word with sight” (Qamar/50). In other words, Allah's
habit is to establish power and free will in the servant, and when there is no obstacle, He creates
the possible act in proportion to that power and will.

Al-Ghazali considers predestination to be the manifestation of that general and unchanging
order, and he cites the saying of God Almighty in the verse "All things are created by destiny"
(Qamar/49 and 50) and the verse "And We have only one word." Al-Basr (Qamar/50) is also
considered a witness of eternal judgment. Then he states that the servants are subject to the
channels of Fate and Fortuity. For example, if a person writes, Fate is the creation of movement in
the hand of the writer. After creating the attribute of power in his hand, and then creating a strong
desire in his soul (intention), and then creating awareness of the desire to write. In other words, all
the actions of the mocker are under the power of destiny, but because the creatures are ignorant of
the inner kingdom and the unseen world, they say: So-and-so.

Acquisition is a comparison of the power and will of man with the current creation, which was
only done by the power of God. God creates human action if man wills it. In other words, man
wills the action, and God creates the action.

3. Ghazali believes that human actions are based on a chain of causal factors that precede them
and are a necessary condition for the realization of human actions. Due to the fact that when the
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cause is complete, the effect is inevitable to be created, the meaning of predestination is used from
the antecedent conditions for the realization of human action. Ghazali based his rational reason for
this claim on the contrast between the will of God and the devil in such a way that if the crime and
sin is not under the will of the Almighty God, it is according to the will of the devil, who is the
creation and enemy of the Almighty God. Existing actions are done according to the will of the
enemy of God Almighty, so it should be acknowledged that all the actions of humans are the
creation of God Almighty.

Divine justice is also based on two components: accepting this kind of exclusive creation at all
levels of existence and not accepting the active role of man in the world: 1. Divine act 2. Divine
will; And the principle of reparation and compensation, whether in this world or in the hereafter,
which are stated in the book and the Sunnah, is due to the Divine Habit.
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