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Determining good government and explaining its most important components
has always been one of the most important and challenging issues for lawyers,
politicians and philosophers. Today, various definitions of good government
have been presented, and in them, important indicators such as rule of law and
equality of people have been mentioned. The criteria for determining good
government have been one of the most important intellectual challenges of
philosophers and sophists in the previous centuries, this conflict of views
needs analysis. Aristotle believed in a mixed government in achieving good
government, and in this regard, he considered the greatest degree of
compliance with the civil nature of a person to be the most comprehensive
condition for the continuation of good government; But on the other hand,
despite the lack of a single point of view about good government in the thought
of the sophists, they always emphasized the pluralistic interests of people and
the maximum benefit of the available facilities. In this article, along with the
detailed explanation of Aristotle's view on the division of governments and the
determination of the desired type of government, the views of the sophists and
their intellectual conflict with the philosophers have also been examined.
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Extended Abstract

Determining the ideal government and explaining its components, such as public participation and
legalism, is one of the challenging issues that previously also existed in Ancient Greece, in addition
to the intellectual conflict in this field between philosophers such as Aristotle and Plato and
between them and another group. Such disputes and intellectual challenges were also observed
under the title of sophists.

In his book Politics, Aristotle raises the issue of government and believes that human society
has a natural state, and it is the nature of man that made him want to establish government. Taking
into account the criteria of public interest and benefit, he divided the right governments into three
categories (monarchy, aristocracy, and politics), and on the other hand, he drew three categories
of wrong governments due to deviation from the true form of governments (turani, oligarchy and
democracy). In other words, Aristotle believed that whenever the interests and interests of the
public are considered by the rulers in a government, whether it is ruled by one person, a group or
a majority of people, the correct form of government emerges; But if in a government, the
provision of public interests is replaced by the provision of individual or a few individuals'
interests, three perverted and incorrect forms of governments are drawn. In order to determine the
ideal government, Aristotle made a difference between the two realms of opinion and action, and
he was looking for a political system that is also applicable to the people in the realm of action.
Therefore, he designed a political system in which most of the citizens are from the middle class.
In other words, he was afraid of a government in which the majority of the wealthy or the majority
of the poor would come to power, and he always considered this type of government to be
associated with the risk of revolutions; Therefore, he believed that the only political system that
can guarantee the presence of the middle class of people in power is the political government or
the republic (a mixture of oligarchy and democracy). Also, in determining the ideal government,
Aristotle always paid attention to the civil nature of the human being and considered the greatest
degree of compliance with this nature as the most comprehensive condition for the survival of the
ideal government.

On the other hand, the sophists did not have an independent political thought and theory in
relation to the government and its types, and they put forward different views on this matter.
Among the important components that can be considered in order to reach the Sophists' point of
view about optimal government is the examination of concepts such as equality, the ratio of nature,
law, and virtue. As an example, regarding the concept of equality as one of the most important
components of a good government, most of the sophists believed that humans are the same by
nature and differences are caused by the social, cultural and economic environment of the masses
of people, and in their opinion, there is no racial or natural superiority among humans, and
therefore, no one is born a slave or a slave by nature. All human beings are equal and have the
right to political participation, and any abuse of human beings in the direction of slavery is against
the equality of all human beings. Nature has not enslaved anyone; Although some people can
display their power and be legislators themselves, or, for example, regarding the equal obedience
of all people to the law, as another component of the ideal government, they always considered
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the origin of law and rights to be a contract; Because the acceptance of natural rights is based on a
fixed and definite concept of man, which was not compatible with the relativism of the sophists.
They always denied natural rights in opposition to Socrates and distinguished between law (as a
product of contract) and nature. Sophists, like Aristotle, did not believe in mixed government for
achieving the desired government. But, like Aristotle, they believed that the superiority or
favorability of a government is relative and varies depending on different times and places. As an
example, the democratic government in the atmosphere of Athens and in an age of ages can be a
desirable government; But in another space and time, it will be considered an undesirable
government. The sophists, like Aristotle, paid attention to human nature in determining the type
of desirable government and interpreting its characteristics, and they considered a government
desirable that, as a whole, has the greatest degree of conformity with the nature of individuals. But
depending on the opinion of each sophist, the concept of this human nature was different from the
most primitive state of nature to the most ideal one, and they mostly believed in the government
to bring the greatest amount of success and benefit from the available facilities for people.
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