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Creating a context for a sense of belonging to a place and strengthening the practical
criteria for increasing the quality of life in informal settlements adds to the necessity of
evaluating this issue and recognizing the factors that enhance it. In this regard, this
research with analytical description and review methods of texts, sources, and visual
documents in library studies and case research method, recognizes the factors involved in
creating a sense of belonging in such settlements and also the effects of spatial
configuration changes in enhancing the potential sense of belonging in Nakhodcher
neighborhood of Rasht. The quantitative results obtained from the distribution of 384
questionnaires have been analyzed using the structural model method. This method is used
to investigate the effect of a significant relationship between the factors of a sense of
belonging in this neighborhood. It examines the correlation of variables, which is one of
the prerequisites for doing regression. The research findings from the questionnaire show
that there is a significant positive relationship between the effective factors in the
formation of the sense of belonging, including perceptual-cognitive, environmental-
physical, and socio-cultural factors; So that by increasing the parameters of spatial
configuration such as the length of passages, interconnectedness, depth, connection, and
selection, the quality of the sense of belonging factors mentioned above will also increase.
Summarizing the conditions obtained by Depth map software and space layout indicators
shows that the minimum value of the connection index in the network of passages of the
fabric of the Nakhodcher neighborhood indicates the minimal permeability and its
organicity. To strengthen the dynamics of this area, the average depth of the entrances of
the neighborhood should be kept to a minimum and different uses should be established in
the vicinity of the main axis. Also, the correlation of the general and local cohesion
indicators provides the reasons for the connection between the main and secondary axes
and increases the identity index in the center of the Nokhodcher neighborhood.
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Introduction

The feeling of belonging to a place is one of the most important characteristics that affect social
interactions and the quality of human life; Because a person spends the most hours of his life in a
place where he has arranged his social relations as much as possible. But what intensifies the need to
evaluate and examine the state of the sense of belonging is the growth and expansion of the suburbs of
metropolises and the upward trend of urbanization in recent years. The large-scale migration of rural
residents to cities to enjoy a normal quality of life has caused informal settlements to form around big
cities. In general, the residents of informal settlements, who are constantly struggling with livelihood
problems and joining the society, lose the opportunity to be in the communities and even the
possibility to communicate with other citizens. After that, the feeling of discrimination, economic and
social wandering, delayed benefits, and a low sense of belonging, etc. are considered to be their main
personality traits. Urban spaces and configurations between spaces are formed according to human
needs, behavior, and performance. In this way, a solution that can assess the state of the sense of
belonging and the degree of dependence of the citizens of these areas on their living place and then
solve it is a priority. Therefore, this research seeks to answer how to improve the quality of the sense
of belonging in informal settlements by improving the spatial configuration of these settlements. In
this regard, the theory of spatial configuration and extracting a framework from it to reproduce spaces
in the Nokhodchar neighborhood of Rasht can create a favorable life for the citizens and after that, it is
one of the main goals of this study to provide reasons for improving the sense of belonging among the
citizens.

Data and method

In this regard, this research, with a descriptive and analytical approach and methods of reviewing
texts, sources, and visual documents in the context of library studies and case research methods,
recognizes the factors involved in creating a sense of belonging in such settlements and Also, it
examines the effects of changes in spatial configuration parameters in enhancing the sense of
belonging in the target area (Nokhodchar) with the help of a questionnaire. The quantitative results
obtained from the distribution of 384 questionnaires have been analyzed by the structural model
method.

Result and Discussion

This method is used in order to investigate the effect of the significant relationship between the factors
of sense of belonging in the Nokhodchar area of Rasht and it examines the correlation relationship of
the variables which is one of the prerequisites for doing regression; So that by increasing the
parameters of spatial configuration such as the length of passages, interconnectedness, depth,
connection, and selection, the quality of the sense of belonging factors mentioned above will also
increase. Also, in the quantitative section, the quality of the spatial configuration of the Nokhodchar
neighborhood has been investigated using "Depth map" software and its results correspond to the
second questionnaire.

Conclusion

The results of the questionnaire, which was analyzed using the structural model method, indicate the
existence of a significant positive relationship between the perceptual-cognitive factor as one of the
criteria of the sense of belonging and spatial configuration parameters. This factor has more than %A+
ability to predict the changes of parameters such as the length of passages, connection, depth, and
connection, and %?71-of the selection parameter. Thus, if the standard deviation changes of
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perceptual-cognitive factors increase in the marginal area, then the level of security, neighborhood
relations, the physical and spatial identity of the roads, and the aesthetic and memorable aspects of the
roads in the marginal area will increase. But the socio-cultural factor has more than 50% ability to
predict the changes of factors including the length of passages, connection, depth, and connection, and
more than 45% for the selection factor. Like the previous factor, there is a direct relationship between
the components of the socio-cultural factor, including the quality of social interactions, symbols, and
signs, the vitality of the urban space, ethnicity and the issue of kinship, and spatial configuration
parameters and the increase in the standard deviation of socio-cultural factors in the context of
informal settlements causes the increase in the quality of the above-mentioned micro-measures.
Finally, the physical-environmental factor has more than 50% ability to predict the changes of
parameters such as the length of passages, connection, and the selection and more than 35% for depth
and connection parameters. Also, the results of "Depth-map" software, which was used to evaluate the
quality of the spatial configuration of the Nokhodchar area, show that according to the detailed plans
of Rasht, the Nokhodchar area has an organic texture and consists of various blocks. Examining the
correlation between the index of general cohesion and local cohesion shows that the establishment of a
favorable connection between the main axes and sub-axes leads to the improvement of the identity
index in the mentioned area and ensures the centrality of the neighborhood. It is necessary to pay
attention to this point, the connection index in the network of passages of the Nokhodchar tissue is at a
minimum, and the more we move towards the interior of the tissue, the greater the distance from the
surrounding streets of the area is perceived, and this is a confirmation of its organicist and minimal
permeability.
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