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Present article tries to review and appreciate the Persian translation of two
chapters of the History of Islamic Philosophy. This book edited by S. H. Nasr
and O. Leaman and printed by Routledge in 1996. Apart from editors who are
experts in Islamic philosophy and culture some other Professors and
researchers are present in the writing of the book. Consequently, the work of
Nasr and Leaman and their contributors is a considerable activity in the
subject of writing history of philosophy in Islamic tradition. Persian
translation of the History of Islamic Philosophy, printed in five volumes by
Hikmat press in Tehran. In Persian translation that worked by some professors
and researchers, first volume has no scientific editor and because of this in
some of its chapters there are difficulties. For example, in the eleventh and
twelfth chapters that are on al-Kindi and al-Farabi and translated into Persian
by Ruhallah Alemi, we encounter with important errors in conveying the
meanings of the original text. Here we study both chapters by comparing
between Persian translation and original English text of them. Reviewing of
chapters on al-Kindi and al-Farabi are exercised separately but our
appreciation is in the Analysis and Consequence part of the essay. Main
causes of unreliable or improper translation of some parts are these: 1- lack
of scrutiny on the philosophical or historical terms; 2- lack of specialization
on al-kindi and al-Farabi's philosophies and their books; 3- not employing
any editor by press Hikmat on translator's work. Of course, we expected that
Ruhallah Alemi as a university teacher and translator, must have been
reviewed his translation. Performing this duty is a necessary condition in
academic activities. Other aspect of this matter is a cultural-moral one that
depicts our responsibility and faithfulness in teaching and research; a
responsibility of a person who is linking the writer with the reader.
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Extended Abstract

The present essay tries to review with a critic approach the Persian translation of two chapters of
the History of Islamic Philosophy. This book edited by S. H. Nasr and O. Leaman and printed by
Routledge press in 1996. Apart from editors who are experts and professors in Islamic philosophy
and culture, some other Professors and researchers are present in the contributors of the book. The
book has 52 authors with 71 chapters that pressed in two parts and covers all of the Islamic history
of philosophy from the beginnings to the cotemporary currents. Nasr and Leaman are specialists
on the Islamic philosophy and by this reason their work is a considerable activity in the subject of
writing history of philosophy in Islamic tradition. In addition to their editorship of the work some
of chapters are written by them.

Persian translation of the History of Islamic Philosophy, printed in five volumes by Hikmat press
in Tehran. The Persian title of the first volume is:
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First volume of Persian translation that worked by a number of academic professors and
researchers, have no scientific editor and because of this in some of its chapters there are some
inconsistencies or errors. For example eleventh and twelfth chapters that are on al-Kindi and al-
Farabi and translated into Persian by Ruhallah Alemi (in Persian: _Jle «ilzs),).

He was an academic professor in philosophy and I'm sorry to say that he died three years before.
The eleventh chapter on Al-Kindi is written by F. Klein-Franke and the twelfth chapter on Al-Frabi
is written by D. L. Black. Reading the Persian translations of these chapters encounter us with
important errors. Some of these errors are formal and others are in content; i.e., not conveying the
meanings of the original English text. Here we study both chapters by comparing between Persian
translation and English text of the book. Reviewing of chapters on al-Kindi and al-Farabi are
exercised separately and forms second and third parts of the present essay. But our final
appreciation is in the Analysis and Consequence part of the essay.

In brief we can say that some causes for inconsistencies or errors of Persian translation are these:
1- lack of sufficient scrutiny on the philosophical terms or names; for example, we see name of
Aleppo not translated into original name in Arabic and Persian i.e., .J> .. But in the Persian text

the name is printed in English and Persian transliteration: "(Aleppo) sJ1 x.2". Or sometimes

translator not giving the original Arabic names of works while giving of Original Arabic names of
the works of Islamic philosophers for Iranian reader is a routine without any problem. 2- Lack of
special knowledge of the translator on al-kindi and al-Farabi's philosophies and probabley because
of not refering to their books. There are many errors in translating English clauses or sentences that
are studied and depicted here comparatively by giving Persian fragments and their parallels in
original English. Approximately 20 cases in the chapter on Al-Kindi and 30 case in the chapter on
Al-Farabi from 60 cases are concerned by the errors of content in detail. This is a cause of
unreliability for an academic text and after all is a reason for misleading of students. 3- Lack of
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any editor by press Hikmat for editing the translator's manuscripts. Because of this, some
inconsistencies permeated in first volume of Persian translation. Between translated chapters there
are not complete conformity for example some chapters have translator's footnotes but some of
them have not any notes by translators. But this is minimum effect and maximum defects in Persian
translation are in conveying of the false or imperfect content and concept of the original text to the
readers in Iran.

It seems that at first Hikmat press as the publisher of the Persian translation of the History of
Islamic Philosophy, must have been employed special editor/editors in editing and printing of the
first volume of the work. Publishing is a cultural and thoughtful activity and it is a scientific and
moral duty to resort to some means at producing a thought nutrition. For example, devoting some
sufficient costs and collecting of written resources and employing learned and experienced
translators, along with specialized editors are normal and routine. I'm sorry to say that some of
these normal but important factors in the first volume of Persian translation of the History of Islamic
Philosophy are absent.

Of course, we entitled to expect that Ruhallah Alemi as a university teacher and translator of
both chapters, must have been reviewed his translations or consulted other specialists. This duty is
a necessary in academic activity of writing and translating texts. Other aspect of these works is
cultural-moral aspect and their influences on students and readers are very important. In my opinion
we can say that a good translation is roughly a one that can meet the conditions of original text and
conveying its meanings to Persian language (for example) truthfully and in fidelity; in addition, a
reliable and good translation must have some notes by translator because there are some differences
between English culture and Iranian-Islamic culture. Duty of approximating Persian readers and
students to the original text and the intentions of its writter, is a responsibility among other ones.
We expect that other essays of this study may be effective on the improving of translations in the
field of philosophy. Without reliable translations and writings, we as a student cannot teach and
think rightly.
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-P 167, LL 19-21: “He supposedly extracted the definitions from Greek literature with
the intention of giving a summary of Greek philosophy in definitions.”
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-P167, LL 4-5 from end: “From this final source which is the Godhead everything
proceeds subsequently by hypostases.”
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-p 168, LL 13-15: “They refer all existentia to the first intellect and are satisfied wit [the
theory of the first intellect] in their progress toward the Necessary One] the Deity].”
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-P 168, LL 27-28: “In this he followed Plotinus who taught: ‘We state, what is not; what
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is, we do not state’.
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-P 169, LL 19-21: “Later research, however, made it evident that this statement, linking
Al-Kindi peremptorily with the Mu’tazillah, could not be upheld.”
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-P169, LL10-13: “He adapted Aristotle's view of the continuous structure of matter. This
difference of opinion had a great impact on many parts of the physical sciences. The
Mu'tazilah accepted the discontinuity of matter and believed in the existence of vacuum,
denied by Aristotle.”
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-P 170, LL 1-3: “Propositions of this kind convey knowledge that cannot be proved
(anapodeiktos), i.e. that is achieved a priori (ilm awwal, ilm badihi).”
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-P 171, LL 6-8: “The world ... but is separated from Him by being finite in time and
space.”

Aol 48 [loto o] L Wghis 1 el mlio BSo 5 bloj aSGT cngo 4y 4l v pllod s o3lpiiiy das 5
.«Jl.) )‘)5
-P 172, LL 16-18: “Al-Kindi's strong inclination for mathematics probably influenced
also the so-called Brethren of Purity in the late fourth/tenth century.”
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-P 172, LL 28-30: “... Al-kindi again connected medicine with mathematics by giving
the rule for calculating in advance the critical days of a developing disease.”
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-P 173, LL 20-21: “But Al-Kindi was the first to transfer Greek philosophy
systematically from foreign literary sources ....”
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-P 173, LL 24-26: “... like most of the later philosophers, he had no authority as an
academic teacher because there was no official philosophy teaching.”
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-P 179, LL 8-10: “Indeed, al-farabi’s logical acumen is mentioned as the basis of his
great renown by a number of the medieval philosophers.”
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-P 179, LL 1-2 from end and P 180, LL 1-4: “The historical reality of the importation of

philosophy into Arabic ... and the attendant difficulties created by the need to invent a
philosophical vocabulary in Arabic, had made this issue ...”
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-P181, LL 17-20: “There is also a normative side to this discussion, in so far as it lays
out the ideal scenario for the development of a philosophical vocabulary from ordinary

language ...”
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-P 182, LL 25-29: “2- by providing an initial exposure to the principles of the individual
demonstrative sciences; 3- by awakening awareness of the innate self-evident principles of
demonstration ...”
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-P 183, 4-7: “... rhetorical persuation as dependent upon what al-Farabi calls assent to
propositions “widely accepted at first glance” (fi badi al-ra'y).”
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-P 183, LL 17-21: “.. one has to possess both the theoretical sciences and the faculty of
exploiting them for the benefit of all others according to their capacity.”
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-P 184, LL 20-21: ... demonstration in the strictest sense pertains only to matters that
can be known with necessary certitude.”
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-P 185, LL 2-4 from end: “Aristotle's rather loose descriptions in De anima, 3.4 and 5
of an intellect which “becomes all things” and an intellect “which makes all things” ...”
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-P 186, LL 25-28: ... the individual human intellect attains a rank akin to that of the

other immaterial intellects, including the agent intellect, and becomes one or similar in
species with them.”

ol BysS o g2 50 ) JBb e olitally a5 po iny Jis pogus ap0 10 bsS sy Jie 4wl o0 Candy iz dan 5 (10
Jerie Jae oS cunl (pl ol ol po s g8 BB (g Sl daudd i (3 oo pl Al sdin g8 by &S s (o3>
o B8 Jae Jold alas 5l a8 (00)m0 Jaie fduy o e Joie (500 Ay Oy A4S g Al 4 olitwell Jis A e 0 (s
53,5 o e Jshe & dud by 3yome Jsis | S b ey adls ol )3 Jaie i s

Jas Jolis [ alox JI] Jode nl & b oo cuwd 3200 Joie 1503 4 o) a5 pe @ ol S Jie w0 iooleiuiy a0
3,5 oo gl e b 3 5mn Joiie o] 51 (S o sl (g Jie g i JU8

L Caol 0393 03Lo 01y 5 gl 380 5 (ahad Hai oimd L L K=Y s SN o)A

-P 187, LL 3-4: “... represents al-Farabi's mature and considered view on the matter.”
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-P 187, LL 23-26: “In this way what is normally available only to the select few who
can attain the level of the acquired intellect can be communicated by the prophet, under the

guise of sensory images, to a much wider, non-philosophical public.”
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-P 188, LL 7-10: “Viewed from this perspective, al-Farabi's emanational theories form
an integral part of his contribution to the discussion within Islamic philosophy of the nature
and scope of metaphysics and its relation to natural philosophy.”
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-P 190, 8-10: “... the Siyasah madaniyyah and the Madinah fadilah- also contain the
fullest expression of his metaphysical views.”
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-P 191, LL 21-24: ... people who, for lack of ability or other baser motives, inhabit the

virtuous city and conform to its laws, while failing to participate personally in its goals.”
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-P 191, LL 7-8 from end: “... and thereby survive after death when their actualized
intellectual souls separate from their bodies.”
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-P 193, note 4: “Scholarly interpretations of al-Farabi’s metaphysical and psychological

views written before the mid twentieth century must be ...”
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-P 193, note 4, LL 4-6: “The treatises include the Fusus al-hikam (in al-Farabi (1890);

see Georr (1941-6) and Pines (1951); the Ta’liqat fi’l-hikmah (in al-Farabi (1927); see
Michot (1982).”
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-P 194, note 16: “Al-Farabi also outlines in some detail the nature of the false religious
beliefs that underlie the ignorant and errant views of the human end ...”
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