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In this article, we are trying to show that in the postmodern era, by
questioning the ontological foundations of theology and rejecting absolutism
and embracing pluralism and relativism, religious education has been placed
in an anti-realistic postmodern framework. This type of education and
training tries to replace the horizontal and context-oriented or local view by
rejecting the vertical-oriented view in traditional and modern education and
training, in which transcendental and absolute values are accepted, and this
is the method of deconstructing this type of education and training that has
been proposed under the influence of postmodern philosophers such as
Derrida. This type of education is expanding and growing in the 21 century.
But this approach itself also faces problems that cannot be completely
general. Negation of the essence and nature of religion, failure to recognize
the essence of religion, considering religious experience to be historical and
local, etc. in this approach indicates its insufficiency in its complete spread
throughout the world. Therefore, it seems that critical education is a suitable
alternative to post-modern religious education in order to familiarize
students with the nature and essence of religion and to accept pluralism and
contextualism in their own education.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In today's religious education, spiritual experience is disconnected from its real connection with
the ultimate reality or its traditional truth. Based on this, a kind of relative ethics has been formed
in the field of religious ethics. Today, the postmodern intellectual and cultural atmosphere in the
West is generally concerned with the need to communicate with the ultimate traditional truth. For
this reason, current education and training mainly push students to recognize non-religious or
secular spiritual experiences. Some commentators in the field of religious education and training
believe that this type of deconstruction in the religious experience in the field of religious education
and training will create tolerance and tolerance between people's religious beliefs. The result of
this work will be to reach pluralism and relativism. Therefore, according to these commentators, it
will strengthen spiritual freedom. If in the Enlightenment era, the emphasis was on reason,
rationality, and scientism, and this emphasis was so extreme that it was as if reason itself was
sacred. This led to the creation of a myth of reason and rationality, which later in the 19th century
Max Weber took a stand against and interpreted that myth as an "iron cage". On the other hand,
let's not forget that the rationalism of the Enlightenment period, which was interpreted as the
mythicization and deification of reason, was in complete contrast to romanticism, which
emphasized the importance of human feelings and emotions and love for one's fellow man. Today's
approach in the 21st century is often a postmodern approach that refuses any kind of mythologizing
of reason, feeling, and emotions. However, postmodernism's emphasis on spiritual freedom turns
it into a myth in another way. In romanticism, a person's mental and emotional experience was the
basis of his judgment about religious and moral values, and therefore, romanticism education was
also based on this principle.

Discussion

Some of the commentators of this approach believe that in the approach of postmodern education
and training, there is no such thing as religion that has a fixed essence and nature and we are only
faced with multiple local religious experiences of individuals. Therefore, since there cannot be any
absolute knowledge of the essence of religion, religious discourse is connected to its cultural and
social context, not to its essence. But it should not be overlooked that this is just one approach
among dozens of other approaches in the field of education. The requirement for denying the
essence of religion is that the field of philosophy of religion and theology does not exist either,
because the existence of this field assumes that there is an essence called religion, which is the
subject of these fields. But we see that the philosophy of religion and theology and their different
branches and trends are also expanding today. For this reason, denying the essence of religion is
an inherent contradiction of the denying person. Perhaps it can be said that as long as these
disciplines, whose subject is religion, remain standing and do not collapse, religion will not
collapse either. It seems that an incomplete and one-sided understanding of religious education has
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led us to this point. According to interpreters, since postmodern religious education is context-
oriented, its growth and development depend on a set of social, cultural, political, and academic
factors. Considering the context-oriented nature of postmodern religious education and training, it
must be taken for granted that the existence of this type of education and training will be rooted in
a compromise between groups and individuals and political and social parties. For example, today
in the United States of America, the two main currents in politics, i.e., the Republicans and the
Democrats, are in control of the education department, or rather the education system, and the role
of religion in it is less than the political role of these two parties. Of course, to some extent, it is
possible to deal with this approach that education cannot escape from politics and will always have
a close connection with the network of political power structures. This issue is not limited to
America, it is more or less true in other countries like our country. However, the development of
this topic is outside the topic of this article, so we leave the study of this topic to the esteemed
reader to study by himself.

Conclusion

Result and evaluation According to what we have said, postmodern religious education and training
feel the need for some kind of deconstruction in traditional education and modernity to show that
the dominant view in these two traditions is a vertical view of religion and religious values and
phenomena, and the element of history and culture in their desired education and training has been
marginalized, and to bring this marginalized element to the stage, deconstruction in their structure
is necessary. Postmodern religious education and training, which is context-oriented and local-
oriented, has an anti-realistic approach to transcendental matters, and this has caused the negation
of these matters in the postmodern education and training system. But the post-modern approach
in religious education has a very big drawback that in this system, a student or a child who is
studying cannot be aware of the nature of religion to the best of his ability. Therefore, perhaps
critical education is an alternative or a suitable alternative for context-oriented post-modern
education because, in this situation, a person can have relative religious knowledge apart from the
absolutist and relativist approaches.
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