Journal of Knowledge-Research Studies

Ahmadi, Milad; Atapour, Hashem; Majidi, Akabr (2023). Evaluation of the readiness of Iranian
English language journals of technical and engineering for indexing in international citation
databases. Journal of Knowledge-Research Studies, 2(1) : 1-20.

Doi: 10.22034/JKRS.2023.55126.1023
URL: https://jkrs.tabrizu.ac.ir/article_16393.html
The paper is an open access and licensed under the Creative Commons CC BY NC license. BY NC

Evaluation of the Readiness of Iranian English Language Journals
of Technical and Engineering for Indexing in International Citation
Databases

Milad Ahmadi t, Hashem Atapour*?, Akbar Majidi 3

Received: January, 27, 2023 Accepted: February, 19, 2023

Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of the present study is to evaluate the readiness of Iranian English language
journals of technical and engineering for indexing in international citation databases.

Methodology: This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive survey in terms of the
data collection method. The population of the study is those Iranian English-language journals in the
technical and engineering field that are not indexed in Web of Science and Scopus Databases. The
number of these journals is equal to 57. The data collection tool was a researcher-made checklist.
Findings: The findings of the research showed that out of 57 studied journals, only nine journals did
not provide printed or electronic International Standard Serial Number. Also, 61.40 percent (35
cases) of the journals had delays in the publication of the journal issues. All the journals had a peer-
reviewprocesses. Regarding policy criteria, six journals did not have geographical diversity in terms
of contributing authors, and two journals did not have international editorial boards. In terms of
access criteria, eight journals did not have a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) for articles, and two
journals did not provide the possibility of getting Endnote output for journal articles. The rest of the
criteria were met by all journals. In terms of position criteria, 14 journals did not have a profile in
Google Scholar, and therefore their H-index and received citations were not available.

Conclusion: In general, it was found that the publication of English-language journals in the
technical and engineering field in Iran had an upward trend from 1998 to 2015. Still, it has taken a
downward trend since 2015. A significant weakness of most engineering journals was the delay in the
publication of journal issues. A relatively favorable situation was observed in the rest of the criteria.
Value: It is essential to periodically evaluate journals to identify their strengths and
weaknesses to enter international reference databases. This study was carried out in this
vein. Thus, it is innovative in this respect and provides valuable findings for the policy-
making of journals for their internationalization.
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evaluation of journals.

1. MA in Knowledge and Information Science, Faculty of Education and Psychology, University of Tabriz, Iran.
2. Associate Professor, Department of Knowledge and Information Science, Faculty of Education and
Psychology, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran (corresponding author), Iran.hashematapour@tabrizu.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Knowledge and Information Science, Faculty of Education and
Psychology, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran



https://dx.doi.org/10.22034/jkrs.2023.55126.1023
https://jkrs.tabrizu.ac.ir/article_16393.html
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0763-8413
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0967-3802
mailto:Iran.hashematapour@tabrizu.ac.ir

Journal of \
Knowledge-
Research
Studies

Journal of
Knowledge-Research Studies
(JKRS)

Vol 2
Issue 1
Serial Number 3

2023

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The indexing of a journal in valid citation and non-citation
databases could be a sign of the quality of that journal. It is essential for the
journals need to be indexed in valid indexes to gain reputation, international
visibility and access, multinational distribution of readers, and ultimately, the
impact of the articles. For this purpose, it is necessary to check their
compliance with the criteria emphasized by international citation databases
and their readiness to enter these databases.

Purpose: The purpose of the present study is to evaluate the readiness of
Iranian English language journals of technical and engineering for indexing in
international citation databases

Methodology: This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive
survey in terms of the data collection method. The population of the study is
those Iranian English-language journals in the technical and engineering field
that are not indexed in Web of Science and Scopus Databases. The number of
these journals is equal to 57. The data collection tool was a researcher-made
checklist. The research tool was made based on the Nowrozi and solhjo
(2015) and Sedghi and Ghaffari (2015) checklists. The validity and reliability
of the instrument were confirmed by experts. A total of 21 criteria were
examined in the form of general criteria, policy criteria, access criteria, and
journal citation position.

Findings The findings of the research showed that out of 57 studied journals,
only nine journals did not provide printed or electronic International Standard
Serial Number. Also, 61.40 percent (35 cases) of the journals had delays in
the publication of the journal issues. All the journals had a peer-review
processes. Regarding policy criteria, sixjournals did not have geographical
diversity in terms of contributing authors, and two journals did not have
international editorial boards. In terms of access criteria, eight journals did not
have a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) for articles, and two journals did not
provide the possibility of getting Endnote output for journal articles. The rest
of the criteria were met by all journals. In terms of position criteria, 14
journals did not have a profile in Google Scholar, and therefore their H-index
and received citations were not available.

Table 1 shows that 30 (52.63%) of studied journals, are published quarterly,
and 27(47.36%) are published biannually.

Table 1. Publication period of studied journals

Publication period Number Percent
Quarterly 30 52.64
biannually. 27 47.36
Total 57 100

Table 2 shows the start date of Iranian English-language journals in the
technical and engineering field.

Table 2. Start date of studied journals

Start date of journal Number of journals

publication

1998-2003 2
2004-2009 16
2010-2015 29

2016-2022 10



As table 2 shows, most the English-language journals in the technical and
engineering field started between 2010 and 2015. It should be noted that the
publication of English language journals in the technical and engineering
field has been on the rise from 1998 to 2015, but since 2015, it has taken a
downward trend.

Table 3 shows the compliance of Iranian English-language journals in the
technical and engineering field with the general criteria emphasized by the

international citation databases.

Table 3. the compliance of studied journals with the general criteria emphasized by the
international citation databases.

Having the Having the Peer- Hz:’llllilcgatlhe
General International International review Publication rinciples
criteria Standard Serial Standard Serial process order p p
Number(print) Number (electronic) of
publication
journals
SETIE Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent
Yes 51 (89/47) 54 (94/74) 57 (100) 22 (38/59) 55 (96/49)
no 6 (10/53) 3(5/26) 0(0.00) 35 (61/41) 2 (3/51)
Total 57 (100) 57 (100) 57 (100) 57 (100) 57 (100)

The findings of Table 3 show that out of the 57 studied journals, six journals
did not provide the printed International Standard Serial Number, and three
journals did not provide the electronic International Standard Serial Number
on their website. Also, 35 (61.40%) of studied journals, had delays in the
publication of journals issues. Furthermore, twojournals did not declare the
ethical principles of publication on their website. But all journals had the
peer-review process.

Table 4 shows the compliance of Iranian English-language journals in the
technical and engineering field with the policy criteria emphasized by the
international citation databases.

Table 4. Table 3 shows the compliance of studied journals with the general criteria
emphasized by the international citation databases.

Policy Having clear The geographical The Title and abstract
criteria goals and - diversity of geographical of articles in
vision editorial boards diversity of English
authors
Journals Percent Percent Percent Percent
status
Yes 56(98/24) 55(96/49) 51 (89/47) 57 (100)
no 1(1/76) 2 (3/51) 6 (10/53) 0(0.00)
Total 57 (100) 57 (100) 57 (100) 57 (100)

As table 4 shows, out of 57 studied journals, six journals (10.53% of all
journals) did not have geographical diversity in terms of authors'
contribution. Furthermore, two journals did not have foreign editorial boards,
and only one journal did not clearly present its goals and vision on its
website. However, all journals had titles and abstracts in English.

Table 5 shows the ratio of foreign and domestic editorial boards to the total
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number of editorial board members of Iranian English-language journals in
the technical and engineering field.

Table 5. the ratio of foreign and domestic editorial boards to the total number of editorial
boards of studied journals
The ratio of the foreign and Foreign editorial board = Internal editorial board
domestic editorial boards to the total

number of editorial board members Percent Percent
0 2(3/50) 0 (0.00)
1-24/9 18(31/57) 5(8.77)
25-49/9 22(38/59) 10(17.54)
50-74/9 12(21/05) 23(40.35)
75-99/9 3(5/26) 17(29.82)
100 0(0.00) 2(3.51)
Total 57(100) 57(100)

As shown in table 5, 2 journals did not have foreign editorial boards. In 15
journals, the ratio of the foreign editorial boards to the total number of
editorial board members is higher than 50%. In other words, more than 50%
of the editorial board members of these 15 journals are from abroad.

Table 6 shows the compliance of Iranian English-language journals in the
technical and engineering field with the access criteria emphasized in citation
databases.

Table 6. compliance of studied journals with the access criteria emphasized in citation

databases.
Having a
Havin The clear
aavn J possibilit Havin explanati
The . y of ‘g on about - . Online
- archive - . an online Digital Website
criterion of getting system to how to Obiect in access to
under . Endnote Y receive Je¢ . the full
. previous send and Identifier English
considera issues of output receive and (DOl) text
tion the for articles review
iournals journal articles
] articles in the
journal
IEAIEE Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent
status
Yes 57(100) 55(96/49) 57(100) 57(100) 49(85/96) 57(100) 57(100)
no 0(0.00) 2(3/50) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 8(14/03) 0(0.00) 0(0.00)
Total 57(100) 57(100) 57(100) 57(100) 57(100) 57(100) 57(100)

The findings of Table 6 show that eight journals did not have a digital object
identifier (DOI) for journal entities. 2 journals did not provide the possibility
to get Endnote output from journal articles. Other access criteria were met by
all journals. Regarding the citation position of journals, results showed that 14
journals did not have a profile in Google Scholar. Therefore their H-index and
the number of received citations could not be retrieved.



Conclusion: In general, it was found that the publication of English-language
journals in the technical and engineering field in Iran had an upward trend
from 1998 to 2015. Still, it has taken a downward trend since 2015. A
significant weakness of most engineering journals was the delay in the
publication of journal issues. A relatively favorable situation was observed in
the rest of the criteria.

Value: It is essential to periodically evaluate journals to identify their
strengths and weaknesses to enter international reference databases. This
study was carried out in this vein. Thus, it is innovative in this respect and
provides valuable findings for the policy-making of journals for their
internationalization.

Key Words: Journals, engineering journals, citation databases, preparation, indexing,
evaluation of journals
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