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Despite Wittgenstein's philosophical activities in Britain and his strong
inclination towards analytic philosophy, there are also non-analytic elements
in his thought which are rooted in classical German thought, especially in
Kant's critical philosophy. We can, therefore, detect Kantian elements in
Wittgenstein's thought. Concerning the main aim of this research, i.e., to
show the Kantian veins of Wittgenstein’s thought, the following elements
can be enumerated: critique of Metaphysics, delimitation of expression of
thought, transcendentality of logic and ethics, problem of Metaphysics and
science, refutation of private language. Given the evolution of Wittgenstein's
though, this paper aims to show that, first, these similarities and parallels can
be drawn not only from the Tractatus but also from the Philosophical
Investigations. Second, there are fundamental differences between
Wittgenstein's commentators, for instance, P.M.S Hacker argues against the
transcendental reading of both the Tractatus and the Philosophical
Investigations, and claims that the two philosophers do not share the same
concept of the term transcendental. Finally, the question arises as to whether
these Kantian veins can be considered as a proof of the unity of
Wittgenstein's thought.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The rise of analytic philosophy is generally known to be one of the most important movements that
put an end to the century-long dominance of Kant's philosophy in Europe. But the fact is that the
analytic tradition emerged from Kant's philosophy in the sense that analytic philosophers justified
their views through a partial agreement or a complete rejection of the first Critique.

Wittgenstein, as a member of analytic philosophy, stands within the tradition of Kant's critical
philosophy. Wittgenstein's approach to philosophy sounds similar to Kant's. Both philosophers
hold that philosophy is a critical activity and they draw a contrast between science, which
represents the world and philosophy, which concerns with preconditions of this representation.

The Tractatus deals with the most important philosophical problems which lie at the very heart
of philosophy, for instance, Logic, the nature of reality, the nature of language and how we can
represent the world in language. These issues lead us to the main idea of the Tractatus, which says
that every proposition is a picture of reality and this picture theory indicates the main aim of the
Tractatus.

Wittgenstein writes, in the Preface to the Tractatus, the main aim of the book is to draw a limit
to thought, or rather, not to thought, but to the expression of thoughts. He tells us what we can
express by propositions and what we cannot. For example, logic is not something about which we
can say something meaningful, rather, logic can only show itself. In the Tractatus, Wittgenstein
draws an important distinction between the expressible world of facts and the inexpressible realm
of logic and ethical-aesthetic value which lies at the beyond of the limits of language. This approach
is obviously Kantian in spirit. In other words, Wittgenstein's distinction between the sayable and
the showable is strongly evocative of Kant's distinction between the phenomenon and the
noumenon, and by the noumenon Kant meant a thing that it is not an object of sensible intuition.

Another key point of the Tractatus is that philosophy has nothing to do with reality and the
reason why philosophical problems are posed is that the logic of our language is misunderstood.
According to the early Wittgenstein, philosophy is an activity. Its task is not to solve the problems
arose out of ordinary propositions, but to critique language and clarify our ordinary propositions.
For Kant, a critique is an investigation into the faculty of reason in order to show that pure reason
alone cannot reach transcendent truths. All it can achieve is synthetic a priori propositions
describing the conditions of possibilities of experience. For Wittgenstein, a critique is an activity
of logical clarification of our propositions in order to show that what we are not able to know we
cannot speak about either. They both consider the metaphysical concepts such as God and the soul
as the subjects lying beyond the boundaries of thought and language. More radically, for
Wittgenstein the critique itself lies beyond the realm of what can be said.

Despite the differences between the early and later Wittgenstein’s thoughts, his aim in both
periods, as mentioned, was to understand the nature of language and to set a bound to the expression
of thoughts. In the Philosophical Investigations, Wittgenstein still holds that philosophy does not
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construct theories, nor does it propound doctrines. Philosophy is purely descriptive. He
distinguishes between the surface grammar and the depth grammar. Just because we are
unconscious of diversity of language, the surface grammar leads us to misunderstand the use of
words.

The private language argument is the last point from which I try to draw a parallel between Kant
and Wittgenstein. In the Philosophical Investigations, Wittgenstein not only reviews the idea of a
private language — a language whose words refer to what only the speaker can know — but he also
denies the possibility of this language. In a nutshell, the possibility of a private language or
experience was presupposed by the philosophers of the modern age. Descartes and others had
started with one proposition as Cogito, ergo sum. Kant disagreed with this Cartesian ego.
According to Kant, the | think must be able to accompany all representations. Without this principle
the I think has no logical content. Consequently, we cannot know what kind of entity the | am.
Furthermore, for the two philosophers the refutation of the private language means the refutation
of Idealism. According to P.M.S. Hacker, only contrast is that Wittgenstein's argument is not a
transcendental argument in the Kantian sense of the term.

It is important to note that this paper does not aim to treat Wittgenstein as a Kantian philosopher
or even Neo-Kantian, as he was not actually a follower of Kant. In spite of important affinities
between Kant and Wittgenstein, the contrast between them is deep. As we will see, Wittgenstein's
method and conclusion differ significantly from those of Kant. Speaking briefly, Kant was an
epistemologist and his concern was to formulate the conditions that explained how knowledge of
the world is possible. But the early Wittgenstein is interested in ontology, i.e., in the logical
foundation of reality and how meaningful propositions about it are possible. Similarly, the later
Wittgenstein's aim was to investigate into grammar as a thing metaphysical. Grammar, as he
himself pointed out, concerns about Essence and tells us what kind of an object a thing is. Finally,
they took two opposed views about the nature of philosophy, as Hacker puts it, Kant thought that
philosophy proves things, whereas according to Wittgenstein, philosophy explains nothing.
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