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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Human rationality is not perfect, but must be perfected throughout a lifetime. In other words, the human
rationality is capable of being trained which means it “can” and basically “must” be trained. Accordingly,
the main direction of rational education is to cultivate rational and moral powers and pay attention to the
rational dimension of personality because it is the basic pillar of all human existence (Dehghan Simkani,
2013: 24). In the meantime, Hegelian rational education takes on an added importance and attention, because
Hegelian rationality constantly finds its inadequacy with the updated knowledge it acquires, splitting from
the inside and revising itself. In addition, rationality is pragmatic and can measure and reflect on itself by
acting in the real environment, and is no longer static and dogmatic, but dynamic and continuously evolving,
which always evolves in accordance with the development of individual and collective consciousness. On
the other hand, it is not in ideal situations but in limitations and deficiencies that it realizes its inadequacy
and improves itself by going beyond itself and overcoming its inadequacies.

Results

According to Hegelian perspective, one of the bounded rationalities is the existence of “egocentrism”
between two conscious individuals who have just become aware of their existence and “egoism” in the
world of sensory phenomena. In this regard, instead of two people with equal status and dignity standing in
front of each other, there is a possessive and one-sided relationship between them, in which there is no
understanding, satisfaction, and consensus. Another bounded rationality from Hegel’s point of view is the
presence of the element of “fear” in a person, which can be a negative or positive factor in rational
development, depending on the direction in which fear is directed and what result it reaches. Fear is
considered a positive element when it causes a person expresses their desires in a positive direction such as
work. However, when fear leads to neglecting oneself and serving someone else’s selfish goals, it is
considered a negative element.

Another bounded rationality is “abstractionism”, according to Hegel, concepts such as good, evil, ethics,
etc., can find their real value and content with pragmatism, and these concepts will remain only abstractive
concepts without acting in the real world. This lack of action does not make it possible for human
consciousness to test itself in real situations to be aware of its mistakes, shortcomings, misunderstandings
and unilateralism, and for this reason “his thought becomes empty of content” (Hegel, 2020: 149). This
leads to “negative skepticism” where one doubts everything, even lofty ideals. Moreover, this results in
moving away from the material world and “austerity” at this stage, because man sees their material body as
an obstacle to joining God’s spiritual being, they always feel false guilt, blame, and humiliation.

“Utilitarianism” is another bounded rationality that arises when selfish goals are placed behind rational
products and constructions, as a result, intellect no longer recognizes its products. Another bounded
rationality is the “communitarianism” in which the individual rationality is in line with the whole
community. Therefore, at this stage, people do not have independent rational and moral judgment, nor are
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they conscious individuals whose personal and rational judgments intervene in their actions, and they will
not take responsibility for collective actions individually.

Another bounded rationality from Hegel’s perspective is “pretense and hypocrisy” which emerges from
the “belief authority”. According to him, this happens when the norms governing the moral and religious
life of people are reduced to a set of external actions. In this sense, man does not only act according to the
prescriptive rules, but also does not include rational and moral awareness, conscience, and moral intuitions
in action. Consequently, man does not care about the rightness or sanctity of what they do and whether they
believe in these actions or not. On the other hand, since it is claimed that the aforementioned rules are the
manifestation of God’s will and their references and prescriptive rules are legitimized in this way, therefore
both morality and religion become a kind of blind obedience.

From Hegel’s point of view, one of the other bounded rationalities is the excessive obsession with paying
attention to the opinions of others in rational decisions, which leads to the loss of courage to act. Since they
are afraid that others will misinterpret of their actions, they do not take action in order to look good in the
eyes of others.

Conclusion

In order to achieve rational development, each person must recognize themselves not only as a being of
independent rational judgment but also as a being of a social nature. Meanwhile, neither side of the
relationship should sacrifice the other side, so an individual can benefit from intersubjective interactions to
overcome the biases, distortions, and unilateralism of their consciousness. Finally, they make decisions
based on their rational judgments and perform actions that they consider correct and rational.
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