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Extended Abstract

Introduction

During the last two decades, the discussions related to the "Theory of Children's Mind" and the
teachings related to the process of Mind Education have been widely promoted in the intellectual
circles of the world. In such a way that half of the researches related to cognitive evolution in some
countries have been related to "theory of mind". In Iran, the project "Education of philosophy to
children™ was presented in order to strengthen the education of the mind, which met with great
success. However, this plan was seriously criticized by some researchers. The purpose of its
implementation is to strengthen the students’ scientific foundation, to acquire problem-solving
skills and to train the mind. On the other hand, the issue of cognition and how to acquire knowledge
which has been discussed sporadically in the works of Islamic wisdom since long ago, today is
considered as an important and independent issue that is the source of conflicting opinions among
thinkers in this field. There is Sadr al-Mutalahin Shirazi (Mullah Sadra). Other Muslim thinkers
consider the origin of science to be forms that dissolve in the soul and can be understood in the
form of achievement, and the followers of Mullah Sadra follow him as the result of invention and
its creation in Nags is known to be achieved in a face-to-face form and with the active participation
of imagination. This difference of opinion causes the process of mind training alone to be
insufficient for the growth and perfection of learners, and the strengthening of imagination is on
the agenda. The country's educational planners should be placed.

Based on this, the main questions of this research are as follows:

1- What is the role of education of the mind and its effect on children’s intellectual development

based on the solution view of science?

2- What are the differences between Mulla Sadra's view and others in the role of in-person

science in the field of knowledge?

3- What is the effect of giving importance to imagination along with mind training strategies in

children's education?

The explanation of the thinkers of the world in response to the question: What is the way of
acquiring knowledge and knowledge in a person in a way that is in accordance with the reality
(realization of science)? They are divided into two general groups. A major group of advanced
philosophers believe in the solution of scientific forms in the mind in accordance with reality.
Greek philosophers, philosophers of Masha and some European philosophers including Kant and
Descartes fall into this category. Among the late Islamic philosophers, Mulla Sadra and the
followers of Hikmat Ta'ala have presented a unique opinion in this field, which is known as the
theory of emission. They believe in mental existence by using the power of imagination. Obviously,
the topic of mind training cannot be the same for the supporters of these two views and will be
completely opposite to each other.According to Mulla Sadra, man is a creative creature based on
the way his intellect works. This creativity, in the transcendental wisdom, is mostly manifested in
the field of theoretical intellect, he believes that man is not a passive being, but is completely active
in this field; because science is one of the subjects of existence and not a product of nature. He
believes in creating and falsifying existence. Al-Mashai sages believe that all sensory, illusory,
imaginary, and intellectual perceptions are obtained through the abstraction of their attributes and
components, while he emphasizes that perception is obtained in some way from existence (Mola
Sadra, 1990). Mulla Sadra achieved a great transformation in the field of knowledge in front of
Masha's philosophy. In the sense that before him and in Aristotelian philosophy, the way to acquire
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knowledge was explained to the mind from the outside, and the mind acted passively like a mirror
in front of the truths of the world and allowed tangible forms to be reflected in it. In fact, Nafs was
an unwritten tablet on which images were engraved. But he managed to completely reverse the
path of human knowledge. He himself expresses this epistemological reverse path as follows: "Lis
al-Amr is like this, bel al-Amr is the opposite of what is written" (EImi Sol, et al., 2014). Based on
this, knowledge is not obtained through acquired knowledge, but knowledge is obtained through
external existence only through intuition and presence. In fact, what we are aware of through
scientific forms or acquired knowledge is the same nature that exists outside of the mind, which
was never aware of its existence through acquired science. In all cases, knowledge is the result of
the presence of the known (the nature of external existence) with the scientist. This type of
knowledge does not need a scientific form, and this is the knowledge of presence, which is
considered the most complete type of science because there is no intermediary between the known
and the known. So "man’s honor is to be able to understand all truths and unite with them™

In his philosophical treatises, under the title of Al-Masal Al-Qudsiyyah, Mullah Sadra says: God
Almighty created the human soul in such a way that it can create the form of abstract and material
things, because the soul is from the world of the kingdom and from the world of God's power and
action. Is. Sadr al-Mutalahin believes that the rise of scientific forms to the human soul, just like
the rise of these forms to the Supreme Being, like the rise that these forms have to the brain, is not
of the type of perception. The things that man perceives are actually forms that are created by the
human soul and they appear after these equipments or apparent causes. The explanation is that
Mulla Sadra considers theoretical reason like other ancients to four levels of rationality: A - Beastly
reason or potential b- rational intellect c- actual intellect d- useful intellect Therefore, from his
point of view, the real life of man is reasonable life. The human soul becomes one with active
intellect in order to understand the truth of intellectual forms in the form of an intellectual union.

Among the Islamic mystics, especially from Ibn Arabi's point of view, the power of imagination
is the greatest power that God has deposited in human existence, and it is one of the main
manifestations of God's eternal power. The importance of this power is so great that he and some
Islamic mystics consider the power of human imagination to be the source of creation and creation
of the afterlife (especially in the realm of physical resurrection).

Probably under the influence of this view, Mulla Sadra has explained the performance of this
power in perceptions and actions in a multi-faceted relationship with other esoteric powers. Also,
he considers imagination as one of the basic principles of actions, the link between the world of
sensations and the sensible, and like a queen in preserving these images.

In the explanation of this matter, it should be said that the human senses are divided into
external senses (including: taste, smell, hearing, touch, and vision) and internal senses (including
common sense, imagination, fear, memory, and perception) he does. In the transcendental school,
the power of imagination has a great impact on the acquisition of knowledge in a person’s existence,
in a way that other powers never reach this level of importance

There is no doubt that intellect and mind are the most valuable jewels that God has deposited in
human existence. This importance has been emphasized in many places in the Qur'an and in many
hadiths. Ali, peace be upon him, in the first sermon of Nahj al-Balagheh, basically considered the
purpose of sending divine prophets to be the flourishing of this unique gem in human existence
reveals and flourishes the secret of intellects. A major part of cognition and knowledge is the
product of mental activities. However, how is the method of obtaining and acquiring this
knowledge, or to what extent does our mental cognition correspond to the outside world, or to what

JPI, 2022; 16 (40): page 35



Journal of Philosophical Investigations, Volume 16, Issue 40, 2022 36

extent It can be trusted, it is a point of dispute; But in the meantime, as mentioned, the power of
imagination plays the role of being the link between the sensible and the sensible. Mulla Sadra,
unlike Masha's philosophers, who physicalizes sensory and imaginary forms. They knew and
believed in its dissolution in the soul. , rather than abstracting these images from the outside to
solve them in the mind.

In the meantime and in the creative stage, if the imagination does not play its role, the connection
between the perceptible and the reasonable is broken. Due to the fact that Mulla Sadra attaches
great importance to the power of imagination in addition to the rational element in the subject of
cognition. Therefore, in the way of educating the mind in order to adapt it to the real world, one
cannot neglect the power of imagination in education, especially in the case of children and
teenagers. It is based on this that in the theoretical foundations of the fundamental transformation
of one of the six areas of education into the area of beauty, cognitive and artistic has been assigned
and the purpose of paying attention to this area is mentioned as training the imagination. The limits,
scope and principles of this area are as follows and decoding skills for students; Considering
aesthetic and artistic education as the education of everyone; emphasizing on providing the
backgrounds and conditions of creation and creativity for students; Emphasis on the education of
cognitive and artistic beauty as a super curriculum-and the ruling spirit of all curricula; Emphasis
on the flexibility of aesthetic and artistic education; Emphasis on providing the background of
artistic orientation and expertise in students

Sadr al-Din Shirazi defined the mind as "the ability of the soul to acquire knowledge that has
not been achieved for the soul". This talent, which.is considered similar to intelligence in many
works of Muslim thinkers, is capable of knowing which the most important function of the brain
is. He goes to guarantee. On the other hand, mind training, which is known as intellectual training
in the eyes of the ancients, has been the focus of many thinkers in the world, including Lipman and
Ta Gard in recent years. This program, which has become extremely popular both in the world and
in our country under the title of "teaching philosophy to children”, has become the source of
disagreement and criticism-of cognitive science philosophers, psychologists and philosophers. In
addition to the disagreement over the approach of this education. There is another controversial
issue in this issue that is related to the process of acquiring knowledge. Some sages consider science
to be exclusive to acquired science and include forms that are reflected in the mind or resolved in
the soul. However, a group that is influenced by Mulla Sadra's thoughts and transcendental wisdom
considers science to be the result of creativity, creation and creation in the soul. If the approaches
of mind training for children are to find ways to strengthen memory and store objective images of
objects in the mind, then common trainings such as strengthening memory and problem solving
skills in the form of philosophy teaching methods to children are sufficient, but if knowledge
through science if we are to believe in person, then the process of educating the mind with common
approaches in order to strengthen the scientific foundation of children is not enough in any way,
and at the same time, the methods of strengthening and training the power of imagination should
also be put on the agenda of the country's education planners. In the document, the fundamental
change under the title "aesthetic and artistic field" is theoretically emphasized, but schools and
classrooms do not have a plan to realize it. The important thing to think about in this field is to
state that, contrary to the initial impression, this field is in no way specific to specialized fields of
art in conservatories or university centers, but strengthening the power of imagination should be
considered as a general strategy for all learners be placed in the educational field.
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