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A review of the research literature showed that very few studies focusing on teacher
development in the philosophy education approach for children have been reported.
Therefore, according to the existing research gap in the country, the purpose of the
present study is to investigate the role of Philosophy for Children in the professional
development of teachers. The approach of this research is inductive and a qualitative
method has been used to conduct it. The type of field research and case study method
was used. The statistical population of the research was academic staff members and
teachers who had research and teaching experience in this field. In the present study,
12 members were interviewed using the purposeful sampling method. Then the data
obtained from them were analyzed through open, central and selective coding. The
results of the research findings showed that teaching philosophy for children in self-
knowledge, respect for others' opinions, reflection on one's own teaching,
recognition of students' capacity, student-centeredness, transfer of teaching
strategies learned in teaching philosophy for children to Other courses, development
of thinking, development of facilitation, development of collaborative research,
improvement of communication skills, development of culture, development of
dialogue training, development of team work and generally have an impactful role
in promoting the professional development of teachers. Considering the individual
and social contributions of the method of Philosophy for Children, it is clear that the
implementation of this approach will be useful in all educational levels from
preschool to university.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Due to the rapid changes in all areas of life in democratic societies, it is increasingly important for a person
to develop thinking skills such as critical thinking and problem solving for better and more effective
thinking. Today's education systems are restructured to develop critical thinking, creative and problem-
solving skills. "Child's philosophy" was first used as a concept in philosophical literature by Karl Jaspers
and was created by combining the words "child" and "philosophy". Those who advocated this philosophy
used the term "PWC philosophy with children”. Lippmann preferred to call it "Philosophy for children -
P4AC". Teaching philosophy to children enables children to develop and justify their capacity for thinking,
reasoning, critical thinking and discussion skills through philosophical dialogue. In addition to the positive
effects of teaching philosophy on students, previous researches also showed its positive effects on teachers.
More precisely, teaching philosophy to children can have a significant impact on teachers' understanding of
students, development and improvement of education. First, teaching philosophy to children can influence
pre-service and in-service teachers' expectations of what students are capable of, challenging their own
assumptions about students' level of thinking.

Methodology

The current research has interpretative philosophical foundations and its orientation is development
and application. The approach of this research is inductive and a qualitative method has been used
to conduct it. The type of field research and case study method was used. The statistical population
of the research was academic staff members and teachers who had research and teaching experience
in this field. In the current research, in-depth interviews were conducted with 12 faculty members
and teachers using the purposeful sampling method. It should be noted that sampling adequacy was
determined according to the theoretical saturation rule. On average, each interview takes 30
minutes. The research tool in the qualitative part was an unstructured interview. The reason for
using this tool was so that the participants could express their views freely and without any
theoretical restrictions. In order to ensure the validity of the research, the researcher has used the
methods of review by colleagues and review by interviewees to determine the validity of his
research. In order to be reviewed by the colleagues, the data analysis process and the obtained
results were provided to the colleagues to present their opinion. Also, after analyzing the data, the
researcher summarized them and presented them to several interviewees to review the findings

Discussion

The difficulty of formalizing philosophy programs in schools lies partly in the fact that teachers are judged
on the extent to which they deliver the curriculum and achieve its learning objectives, and most teachers
have little experience of They have philosophical research, whether formal or informal. The results of this
research appropriately showed that teaching philosophy for children plays an important role in promoting
self-knowledge, respecting the opinion of others, reflecting on one's own teaching, recognizing the capacity
of students, student-centered, and transferring teaching strategies learned in teaching philosophy to children.
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Children to other subjects, development of thinking, development of facilitation, development of
collaborative research, improvement of communication skills, development of culture, development of
dialogue education, development of team work and generally has an impactful role in promoting the
professional development of teachers. The findings of the present research are in agreement with the
findings of Boyraz & Turkcan (2021) regarding the development of primary teachers through philosophy
education for children, Cayir (2019) regarding the importance of knowledge and philosophical views in the
success of teachers, Demissie (2016) On the role of philosophy education for children in teacher education,
Scholl, Nichols & Burgh (2016) on the role of collaborative philosophical research in changing the teaching
style, self-awareness, self-knowledge and self-esteem, Green et al (2012) on the development of thinking
language in the classroom The lesson, Roberts (2006) is based on the role of teaching philosophy for
children in the criticism of teachers.

Conclusion

In the explanation of the findings of the present research, it can be said that comparing the work and activity
of the teacher with the work and activity of other members of the society provides a more comprehensive
insight into the teacher's professional character and his need for thinking ability. A teacher is different from
professionals in other fields due to the activity of teaching and educating students. These differences can be
summarized in four axes, i.e. differences in the subject of work and activities, differences in the quality of
work and activities, differences in the level of awareness of the subject and work methods, and differences
in the type of results and work efficiency. One of the main reasons why teachers in various fields prefer
monotheistic teaching over dialogic teaching is that they are under pressure to complete the prescribed
curriculum and therefore do not have time to engage in dialogic teaching. The problem is that monolithic
instruction, which is typically teacher-initiated, student-response, and teacher-assessed, does not facilitate
the development of 21st century competencies and skills. While monocognitive interactions emphasize the
imposition of the teacher's dominant voice on students, dialogic interactions are characterized by the
teacher's non-manipulation of students and co-creating meaning with them. For example, it has been found
that English teachers exert a strong control over the content and direction of classroom interactions by
sticking to their regular lesson plans, assessing student responses in a given lesson, and explaining more
about student participation when possible. apply Then, with regard to the development of reflective thinking
in teachers, there is evidence that it can be enhanced by thinking skills programs such as teaching philosophy
to children. Indeed, it has been shown that teaching philosophy to children provides an opportunity for
teachers to think thoughtfully about key educational concepts such as teaching, learning, knowledge and
thinking. Green et al (2012) found that teaching philosophy to children empowers teachers to develop and
use metacognitive awareness — the ability to think about their own thinking. Studies have shown that
dialogue training is useful for developing important competencies and skills such as creativity,
communication skills and critical thinking skills. Teaching philosophy to children helps to increase the
effectiveness of teachers in the classroom in terms of their ability to participate in teaching dialogue and
questioning. Teaching philosophy to children is a positive educational approach to teaching and learning.
To conclude, from the sample, 94% of students stated how much they enjoy teaching philosophy lessons
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for children. They stated that they felt more confident during these lessons and enjoyed the fact that they
had a "voice". For any teaching approach to be effective, all teachers must implement the strategies and
wholeheartedly believe in the benefits of the approach. To make this happen, time and money must be
invested in quality teacher training and a long-term plan for continuous updating of knowledge and skills.
The approach to teaching philosophy to children shows that a philosophy teacher models and teaches good
questions. Therefore, every teacher should seek philosophical teaching. Teaching philosophy to children is
a way for teachers to practice critical and creative thinking, considering teaching goals, self-reflection.
According to the results of the present research, the results of the research showed that the teachers who
have completed the courses of teaching philosophy for children, showed more competence in teaching
dialog and questioning, which in good teaching skills such as providing good thinking time for students,
encouraging them to create participation and at the same time, more criticism towards each other's ideas
was reflected. Implementing philosophy education for children in schools enables teachers to engage in
dialogic teaching and collaborative inquiry.
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