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Animal suffering and the problem of evil have recently received much attention as
a challenge to theism, Keltz seeks to answer this problem with a Neo-Thomistic
perspective. This paper examines and evaluates Keltz's defense. In explaining
Keltz's view, it is important to note that he, like Aquinas, does not consider
unpleasant emotions such as pain, sadness, fear, and despair as evil, but considers
them as good physiological processes that are beneficial for animals. likewise, by
examining rationality and signs of self-awareness such as metacognition, episodic
memory, and theory of mind through scientific researches, Keltz seeks to show that
rationality and animal self-awareness is questionable and since cognitive abilities
have a direct relationship with the perception of pain and suffering, therefore, the
perception of pain and suffering in animals is also a source of doubt. According to
Keltz, animals have only the estimative power that causes them to resemble
empirical induction. Even if some animal species have self-awareness, the
resurrection of the dead and eternal life can be conceivable for them. Objectors
might also emphasize the seemingly pointless nature of conditions like chronic pain
syndrome in animals. Keltz responds to them based on God's purpose for the
universe, the limitations of the universe, and the moral message that such pains bring
about. In the following, Keltz's views are evaluated, and argued that episodic
memory and the ability of simple conceptualization in some species have been
proven in some experiments. Therefore, his approach toward denying animal pain
and suffering will not achieve much success, it seems by relying on other parts of
his theodicy, such as God's purpose for creating the world, the benefits of pain and
suffering for earthly creatures, the resurrection of the dead and divine compensation,
Keltz will achieve more success.
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Extended Abstract

The incompatibility between animal suffering -as an instance of the problem of evil- with theism
is one of the new issues that have been very popular among thinkers in recent decades. Keltz, as a
Neo-Thomistic thinker, intends to provide a comprehensive defense in this regard. His defense
consists of several parts, which include: the goodness of unpleasant emotions and the usefulness
of such emotions for animals, the negation of suffering from unpleasant emotions by animals due
to the lack of self-awareness and rationality, God's purpose for the Universe and if nonhuman
animals have self-awareness and rationality, sufferings would be compensated for them by divine
justice in hereafter

Keltz explains according to Thomism, Evil is the absence of the good, while pain and other
unpleasant emotions are not considered as a privation of good thus if pain and suffering are not
considered as evil, there is no need to find a moral justification for why God has allowed pain and
suffering to come to existence, Pain and other unpleasant emotions are passive psychological states
that affect an organism but these processes are necessary to help corruptible creatures survive in a
world with limited resources that are guided by physical laws.

Perception of pain and suffering by animals is also questionable. Rationality has a direct
relationship with the perception of pain and suffering. Aquinas believed that animals do not possess
immaterial rationality as well, Nonhuman animals possess an “estimative power” that is the cause
of apparently rational functions and allows them to recognize intentions that are not directly
perceived by their senses. Estimative power is similar to survival instincts in animals and,
recognizes whether something is useful or harmful for them. This power involves nonhuman
animals processing and reacting to sense data that they perceive and resembles empirical induction.
The estimative power does not apprehend an individual in terms of its being under a common
nature but only in terms of its being the endpoint or starting point of some acting or being affected.
According to Thomistic thought, self-awareness depends on rationality too. One way in which self-
awareness arises is through the mind perceiving its act of knowing, when the active intellect
abstracts a form from an intelligible species and deposits it in the passive intellect, a person not
only knows the object of intellection but also knows that they are knowing. Therefore, nonhuman
animals without rationality can not possess self-awareness.

Keltz also argues that the results of some scientific researches can strengthen the Thomistic
assumption that animals lack rationality and self-awareness, these findings are more compatible
with Neo-Cartesianism. In examining rationality and Self-awareness based on these researches,
Keltz examines logical inference and self-awareness, several theories serve as pieces of evidence
of self-awareness in animals that involve mind-reading capabilities (i.e., theory of mind),
metacognition, and episodic memory. The importance of the lack of self-awareness means that in
the animal kingdom there is no person, qua person, that experiences pain, Nonhuman animals
cannot grasp immaterial concepts too. It is hard to imagine possessing phenomenal consciousness
of one’s surroundings while lacking the ability to know what things are. This condition is similar
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to agnosia. Agnosia is a neuropsychological disorder in which someone is unable to process
sensory information and thus is unable to recognize common objects, people, or sounds. Of course,
according to Keltz, even if it were conclusively determined that some animals were self-aware, this
would not overturn the neo-Thomistic answer to the problem of animal suffering but it is assumed
that these animals could participate in the resurrection of the dead.

Likewise, some considerations show why it is logically possible for even physiologically
pointless pain and suffering to exist in the world that God created, in this regard, we should pay
attention to the purpose of the creation of the world. From a neo-Thomistic view, God did not
create the universe to make a paradise for animals and even humans. Instead, God created the world
to communicate His love and perfection to rational creatures to ensure this purpose is fulfilled, God
is logically required to order the universe with physical laws and to guide rational beings with
moral law furthermore, based on the theory of the best possible worlds, God cannot create a best
possible world. Since only God is pure actuality and infinitely perfect, therefore anything else that
God has created is finite. God aims to communicate His goodness and His goodness is essentially
metaphysical goodness, not necessarily moral. All physical beings are finite form and matter
composites and depend upon God for their continuation of their existence at each moment.
Therefore, all sufferings could be meant to remind humans that they rely on God for their existence
and their well-being.

However, some criticisms have been made to Keltz's defense, For example, based on some
scientific experiments, Keltz questions episodic memory in animals that were important for self-
awareness, while another form of experiments showed the existence of episodic memory in the
same animal species namely Scrub jay, Keltz should pay attention to the issue that even if we accept
that animals lack rationality and self-awareness, animals do not experience pain as we do, It is
possible that an animal pain quale is qualitatively identical to a human pain quale even if animals
lack the crucial aspect of the human awareness of pain” (i.e. continuity of experience), a momentary
pain like an electric shock, it would be a prima facie bad experience, even if one grant that animals
do not have “continuity of experience. There is a vast array of both anecdotal and experimental
evidence that suggests that animals can experience events with duration even some experiments
show the ability of simple conceptualization in some species. Therefore, it seems that Keltz, by
ignoring his Neo-Thomistic view on self-awareness and animal rationality and emphasizing more
on other parts of his theodicy such as the benefits of pain and suffering for physical beings, God's
purpose for creating the world and divine compensation achieves more success.
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