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This article aims at disambiguation or better say, decontradiction of the concept of ideology
by referring to Ricoeur's opinions about ideology. Ricoeur calls his method of studying
ideology phenomenological. Why phenomenology? Because the term ideology, when placed
in a polemical framework, will suffer from both "bad use" and "abuse". Only with a serious
semantic approach and a correct explanation of the conditions that this concept depends on,
can we put an end to this abuse. Such a task is possible in the light of an approach that Ricoeur
calls "developmental phenomenology", "a rising analysis of the concept" and "an attempt to
explore the subsurface of the obvious meaning of ideology to reach its fundamental
meanings". The attempt is to disambiguate this concept, which is at first glance polemical and
controversial, so that a clearer and fairer definition of it would be presented. Based on Paul
Ricoeur's work titled Lectures on Ideology and Utopia, which was delivered at the University
of Chicago in 1975, and his other articles and works on ideology and phenomenology, this
article has tried to answer the two main questions of this field together with Ricoeur: a) Who
were the main theorists of the concept of ideology? b) How many major definitions can be
extracted from the phenomenological study of ideology? The extract of the intertwined
answer to the two mentioned questions is that Ricoeur, while examining the works of people
such as Marx, Althusser, Mannheim, Weber, Habermas and Geertz, questions the common
and negative perceptions of ideology, and based on a detailed and deep examination of the
works of the mentioned thinkers, comes to three major and specific definitions, or in other
words, three stages or functions of ideology; the first one based on Marx's definition, the
second one based on Weber's attitude and the last one based on Geertz's views about this term.
Ricoeur calls these three definitions, stages or functions respectively, ideology as "ambiguity
of reality", ideology as source of "power legitimacy", and finally ideology as source of "social
cohesion”. Based on such an analysis of ideology, in the second part of the article, the different
functions of utopia have been discussed, and while emphasizing the positive aspects of utopia,
it has been concluded in conformity with Ricoeur that a society without utopia is a dead
society.

Cite this article:

Mahmoudi, Rahmatollah; Mesbahian, Hossein; Zakeri, Mahdi. (2022). Is the later Wittgenstein falling into the
abyss of relativism? An assessment through the Lens of Critical Rationalism. Journal of Philosophical
Investigations, 16 (40), 336-359. DOI: http//doi.org/10.22034/JPIUT.2022.52481.3291

© The Author(s). Publisher: University of Tabriz.
DOI: http//doi.org/10.22034/JPIUT.2022.52481.3291

JP1, 2022; 16 (40):

page 336


mailto:mesbahian@ut.ac.ir
0000-0002-5210-6531
0000-0003-1243-7130

Journal of Philosophical Investigations, Volume 16, Issue 40, 2022 337

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This article aims at disambiguation or better say, decontradiction of the concept of ideology by referring to
Ricoeur's opinions about ideology. Ricoeur is a serious philosopher and his thoughts have had a tremendous
impact on various philosophical fields such as philosophy of religion, philosophy of ethics, structuralism,
critical theory, the study of symbolism and language. All Ricoeur's works are written in the philosophical
paradigm of two traditions, phenomenology and hermeneutics. In phenomenology, his work should be seen
as a continuation of the work of Edmund Husserl and Martin Heidegger, and in hermeneutics, the expansion
of the German philosopher, Hans-Georg Gadamer.

Ricoeur calls his method of examining ideology phenomenological, and we know that regardless of the
distinction that exists between different traditions, we can enumerate common themes for this philosophical
approach, the most important of which are: a) the fundamental description or the difficult and favorite motto
of phenomenology, which is "return to the things themselves." b) Putting or eliminating assumptions and
prejudices in parentheses or, in Merleau-Ponty's terms, "handing over science" to reach fundamental
descriptions. It is probably with such common themes of phenomenology in mind that Ricoeur, while
criticizing the common views of ideology, calls his method of examining this concept phenomenological.
Why phenomenology? Because the term ideology, when placed in a polemical framework, will suffer from
both "bad use" and "abuse". Only with a serious semantic approach and a correct explanation of the
conditions that this concept depends on, can we put an end to this abuse. Such a task is possible in the light
of an approach that Ricoeur calls "developmental phenomenology", "a rising analysis of the concept” and
"an attempt to explore the subsurface of the obvious meaning of ideology to reach its fundamental
meanings". He says, "My claim is that this approach is not an idealistic kind of analysis but a kind of
developmental phenomenology. In the same sense that Husserl used it in his Cartesian reflections. The effort
is to disambiguate this concept, which is a controversial and controversial concept at first glance, and present
a clearer and fairer meaning.

Based on Paul Ricoeur's work titled Lectures on ldeology and Utopia, which was delivered at the
University of Chicago in 1975, and his other articles and works on ideology and phenomenology, this article
has tried to answer the two main questions of this field together with Ricoeur. says: Based on Paul Ricoeur's
work titled Lectures on Ideology and Utopia, which was delivered at the University of Chicago in 1975, and
his other articles and works on ideology and phenomenology, this article has tried to answer the two main
guestions of this field together with Ricoeur: a) Who were the main theorists of the concept of ideology? b)
How many major definitions can be extracted from the phenomenological study of ideology?

The extract of the intertwined answer to the two mentioned questions is that Ricoeur, while examining
the works of people such as Marx, Althusser, Mannheim, Weber, Habermas and Geertz, questions the
common and negative perceptions of ideology, and based on a detailed and deep examination of the works
of the mentioned thinkers, comes to three major and specific definitions, or in other words, three stages or
functions of ideology; the first one based on Marx's definition, the second one based on Weber's attitude
and the last one based on Geertz's views about this term. Ricoeur calls these three definitions, stages or
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functions respectively, ideology as "ambiguity of reality", ideology as source of "power legitimacy", and
finally ideology as source of "social cohesion™. Based on such an analysis of ideology, in the second part of
the article, the different functions of utopia have been discussed, and while emphasizing the positive aspects
of utopia, it has been concluded in conformity with Ricoeur that a society without utopia is a dead society.

The importance of the recovery approach to ideology in the thinkers whose thoughts have been
investigated is both in the new topics and perspectives that have been taken into consideration and most
importantly in the approach to ideology both as a concept and as a phenomenon. In addition to all this, at a
time when the term ideology is always used with its negative and common meaning, Ricoeur argues that
ideology can play a positive role in the realm of social and cultural developments. Ricoeur's proposal is to
rethink the concept of ideology. Therefore, he sees the debate about ideology and ideology criticism as still
open and urges that this thinking should be continued until a fundamental description of ideology is reached.
According to Ricoeur, a positive perception of ideology is a source of creativity and social changes
comparable to idiomatic creativity in the field of language.
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