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Most of scientists of religion sometimes consider Chantepie de la Saussaye
to be the founder of the phenomenology of religion. This study first explains
Chantepie's view of the phenomenology of religion, and while analyzing the
phenomenology of Chantepie's religion, which lies between the philosophy
of religion and the history of religion, believes that the critique of the
phenomenology of Chantepie's religion in general is self-critical. The most
important critique of Chantepie's phenomenology of religion is that it did not
deal with the essence of phenomena and the nature of religion. His
phenomenology is the classification of phenomena with a non-historical
perspective. By reflecting on Chantepie’s ideas, this article proves that
Chantepie pays attention to the special nature of religion. Contrary to the
criticisms leveled at him that his phenomenology is merely descriptive,
Chantepie has in fact studied two basic aspects of religion, namely its
essence and manifestations. This paper explores and then evaluates this
critiqgue, and finally distinguishes that critics measure Chantepie's
phenomenology of religion in terms of Husserl's philosophical
phenomenology; while Chantepie, by emphasizing ritual phenomena, seeks
to understand the nature of religion and the sacred as the essence of religions.
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Extended Abstract

Phenomenology of religion should be considered as a reaction against historical, psychological, or
sociological approaches. Most researchers consider Chantepie de la Saussaye to be the founder of
the phenomenology of religion as a special classification system. They put him in phenomenology
of religion between history and philosophy, and consider his approach in this position, descriptive
and comparative. This article tries to analyze the Chantepie’s Phenomenology of Religion, which
had a great influence on the development of Science of religion and early Phenomenology of
Religion.

In this regard, the present research also wants to analyze the criticisms against Chantepie’s
Phenomenology of Religion: What is the relationship between Chantepie’s Phenomenology of
Religion and the history of religion and philosophy of religion? Whether Chantepie, according to
the most critics, merely dealt with describing and classifying various manifestations of religious
phenomena and did not pay attention to the nature of religion?

In Chantepie’s view, science of religion, which is the study of the essence and manifestations
of religion, has a great relationship with philosophy and history. He considers the philosophy of
religion and the history of religion (religions) as the most important branches of that science.
According to Chantepie, three conditions are necessary for the emergence and independence of the
science of religion:

1- Considering religion as a subject for philosophical knowledge;

2- Paying attention to the philosophy of history to achieve a comprehensive and holistic
perspective; and

3- Collecting and studying data materials of science of religion.

According to Chantepie, philosophy should be regarded alongside theology and history as an
instrument of knowledge. In this context, he points to the importance of Kant, Schleiermacher and
especially Hegel.

By examining and analyzing Chantepie’s theories and the criticisms that have been made against
him, we find that contrary to the claim that Chantepie’s phenomenology is merely descriptive, he
took a step forward and analyzed the nature of religion.

"Discussion of phenomenological and historical facts” is actually dealing with the nature of
religion, which takes Chantepie’s phenomenology beyond mere description, because Chantepie’s
goal is: what is the "presupposition of the science of religion": namely the unity of religion despite
the diversity of its different forms.

It is possible to understand and receive the unity of religion by examining the nature of religion
and not just by describing it. Chantepie has discussed the nature of religion in different positions
and is trying to explain the nature of religion. This has been done not only theoretically bot also
practically: the subject of Chantepie’s thesis was the question of the roots of religion. Chantepie
states that this question cannot be answered based on empirical science, but intuition and thinking
are needed in this matter. An external perspective is not enough for this issue: only by permeating
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the essence of religion, one can know the root of religion, which ultimately means that one can
think about God. It means, therefore, Chantepie tried to explain the essence of religion.

Chantepie's Manual of the Science of Religion shows that Chantepie’s method in the
phenomenology of religion is different from the method used by Husserl in philosophical
phenomenology, and therefore the critique of Chantepie's phenomenology based on the principles
and methods of Husserl's phenomenology is a misplaced criticism.

Those Researchers who have criticized Chantepie for purely descriptive phenomenology are
probably Husserlian phenomenologists. While evaluating Chantepie’s phenomenology based on
Husserl's phenomenology is not a correct assessment:

1) Chantepie’s Manual of the Science of Religion was published in 1887 before the works of
Brentano and Husserl. Husserl’s phenomenology is completely different. In Husserl's
phenomenology, we have access to the essence of things and understand the essence of things,
while Chantepie wanted to place the phenomenology of religion as a special discipline between
history and philosophy (experimental facts and systematic thinking).

2) The distinction that Chantepie made between the essence and the appearances of religion
came to him from the Hegelian heritage. Chantepie distinguished much more sharply and more
than Hegel between the philosophy of religion and the history of religion: while the philosophy of
religion focuses on the "essence" of religion, the history of religion examines the "appearances" of
religion as an empirical discipline.

3) Collecting and categorizing different religious phenomena is a transition from history to
philosophy of religion. According to Chantepie, the philosophy of religion studies religion in both
subjective and objective aspects. The philosophy of religion is related to the ideas that are in the
minds of religious people (Subjective) and the rituals that they practice (Objective), and as a result,
it includes what Chantepie called the "psychology” and "supernatural”. The supernatural
philosophy of religion emphasizes the discussion of the objectivity of God, His essence and
existence, while the philosophy of psychology of religion emphasizes on the human mentality to
reach God.

4) Chantepie’s purpose of using the term of phenomenology in his book was to understand the
essence and unity of the multiple forms of religions; therefore, it is not possible to expect
Chantepie’s phenomenology, which aims to explain the essence of religion, to be in the same way
that Husserl's philosophical phenomenology sought to achieve the essence of things.

5) However, Chantepie’s phenomenology has been criticized for not explaining the nature of
religion and for being descriptive phenomenology limited to the classification of religious
phenomena.

In Shantpeh's view, the essence of religion is that The Holy, which is the center of that religion
for its followers, has a mysterious nature and is not accessible to believers.

This explanation itself is a discussion of the nature of religion; so Chantepie has paid attention
to the nature of religion. From his point of view, the nature of religion is such that the fundamental
element of religion, i.e., the The Holy, is not going to be disclosed to the followers of that religion.
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Here, two points about the nature of religion are raised: a) the internal matter of religion, which is
God or an idol; b) The nature of religion from outside. Chantepie’s type of discussion is different
from the discussion of believers who seek The Holy from within the religion.

If Chantepie states that The Holy that is examined within religion, its essence is not disclosed
to the seekers of religion, it does not mean that we do not understand the nature of religion; because
Chantepie is examining religion from the outside. If someone does not believe that the Holy of the
religion is accessible it does not mean that he is not speaking about the nature of the religion.
According to Chantepie, in order to categorize religious phenomena, one should deal with the most
important religious rituals and the forms of religious doctrines without resorting to a strict
systematic classification or trying for a theoretical classification that does not match the objective
facts.

In intra-religious debates, naturally, The Holy remains hidden in the veil of mystery; but it is
not the case that if we explore the essence of The Holy from the outside, we will necessarily
understand its essence. When the researcher is studying the nature of religion, namely when he is
studying "religious matter" from outside of the religion, then there are two issues: 1) Religion, 2)
The Holy within religion.

Phenomenology merely carefully discusses the meaning of the most important types and
categories of religious phenomena. Chantepie, therefore, has investigated the nature of religion
with a methodical study, although he has not explained the nature of religion; because from his
point of view, the nature of religion is unattainable, and since it is unattainable, then the nature of
religion cannot be fully known; because "The Holy" is unknowable.
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