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Greek society was in the search for virtues and prosperity, at the end. In their
traditional teachings, only the virtues obtained from the gods' attention and related
to society were cherished. However, they gradually found out that the gods were
their paragon for morals and virtues for no rationale. On this ground, their traditional
beliefs started to change gradually. During the course of these changes, Sophists
introduced themselves as the tutors of the new Greek generation. In their opinion,
adherence to necessities beyond individuals is pointless, and human virtuosity is
meaningless; Humans' prosperity is formed due to their nature and their natural
demand of political power reinforcement. Yet Socrates's point of view was adaptable
neither to sophists and the new Greek generation's moral system nor to traditional
definitions of morality. Socrates demonstrated that if a moral system is not built on
truth, all of the principles in the society are incorrect, creating harmful results instead
of resulting in humans' prosperity as the extremity of every moral system. In his
ethical system, virtue is not limited to minor matters. Still, it is a kind of human
maturity that contains humans' grown dignity in every aspect of life in addition to
political issues. In his view, all of the virtues are lucrative due to taking advantage
of the idea of goodness. He believes that the knowledge of the concept of goodness
is the foundation of all virtues, giving the human the might to identify evil and
virtuous and leads him to prosperity.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Greek society was in the search for virtues and prosperity, at the end. In their traditional teachings,
only the mythical virtues were considered valuable. They cherished characteristics like stoutness,
braveness, fame, wealth and power and believed that without these affairs one cannot imagine
virtues, gaining them and reaching prosperity. Overall, virtues were defined by collectivism and
integration with the city people for Greek people. However, as the time passed, and especially in
the 5" A.D, collectivist ethics and godly virtues gradually changed into extreme individualism.

On this ground, their traditional beliefs started to change gradually. During the course of these
changes, Sophists introduced themselves as the tutors of the New Greek generation. In their
opinion, adherence to necessities beyond individuals is pointless, and human virtuosity is
meaningless; Humans' prosperity is formed due to their nature and their natural demand of political
power reinforcement.

Yet Socrates-Plato moral system was adaptable neither to sophists and the New Greek
generation's moral system nor to traditional definitions of morality. Socrates and his followers
demonstrated that if a moral system is not built on truth, all of the principles in the society are
incorrect, creating harmful results instead of resulting in humans' prosperity as the extremity of
every moral system.

Methodology

In this paper, we tend to find the foundation for the intellectual system of Greek and sophists —as
they been moral instructors- while taking a look into sophists’ doctrine and their ideology about
prosperity and human moral system in its life. On the other hand, we will show that Socrates and
Plato were trying to present an accurate explanation of human view to the place of prosperity and
moral virtues and found their moral system, at the end. To this end, we first analyze the
characteristics of sophist's moral and intellectual system, in the means of how they saw moral
meanings, especially the definition of righteous man and how they face Greek traditional
definitions of prosperity, growth and virtues. Afterwards, we present the Socrates-Plato morality
from in the means of how they interpret justice by referring to the Dialogues.

Sophistic morality versus Socrates-Plato morality

With the entrance of sophists to various cities of Greece, Greeks could reach the specific virtues of
their era, politics and debate, in the simplest way. They had found out that by eliminating the idea
if collectivism, removing the centrality of religious and moral leaders, and increasing their
individual skills, they can reach all of their demands. In the ideology of the new generation of
Greek people, the way of prosperity is defined by getting away of traditional virtues and meaning
of prosperity. Virtues of the new era, was representative of inefficacy of the ancestors’ theoretical
efforts to discover the secrets of the universe and finding the right way of prosperity on one hand,
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and achieving prosperity with a new definition in practical activities that are fruitful for personal
and collective development in power and political equations.

However, Socrates and Plato had found out that if collective identity of the people is based on
getting away of theoretical roots and devotion to using theoretical and practical daily doctrines,
vulgarity, intellectual crisis and cultural crisis would breaks through the city and its population. In
their ethical system, virtue is not limited to minor matters and daily doings. Still, it is a kind of
human maturity that contains humans' grown dignity in every aspect of life in addition to political
issues. In Socrates view, all of the virtues are lucrative due to taking advantage of the idea of
goodness and the foundation for all of the virtues is the knowledge to the idea of goodness that
gives the ability of distinction between the good and the evil and delivers him to prosperity.
Resultantly, faith in the gods faded gradually and the society put the laws that were the symbol of
civility and religious collectivism in the old Greek, aside.

Conclusion

The Sophistic intellectual stream, was originated from the ruling spirit of the classic Greeks’ point
of view. They claimed collectivism on one hand and acted with individualist criterion on the other
hand. However, Socrates and his student Plato, invited everyone to think over the meaning of
prosperity, in contrast to the intellectual stream of classic and modern Greeks as well as the
Sophists. They showed that considering phenomenal matters cannot explain true prosperity and
present genuine principles to back up an ethical and behavioral system.

Socrates expressed that humanistic virtues not only don’t have contrasts, but also have a united
origin. By introducing the idea of goodness, he presented an abstract and global definition of
prosperity that is not restricted by matters as power, wealth, being well-known or any individual
or group.

Using the idea of goodness in every aspect of humans’ being, he showed them that only with
viewing the idea of goodness as the origin of the being of every creature in the universe, one can
reach prosperity and growth.
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