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Can atheistic explanations scientifically explain the world and humans? Can
theistic deductive arguments provide a rational explanation of the world?
Many philosophers of contemporary religion believe that deductive
arguments for the existence of God are invalid because they are either
deductively invalid or based on one or more false or uncertain premises.
Hence, they turned to non-analogical arguments about the existence of God.
The purpose of this paper is to examine and evaluate one of these interesting
new arguments, the Swinburne inductive argument. This research paper is a
library-based theoretical analysis that is done through the concepts,
propositions, and arguments. Swinburne claims that humanistic and
materialistic explanations cannot explain the world and humans. In contrast,
he has three arguments for the existence of the universe, the existence of
scientific laws, and the laws of the process of evolution; He uses the
existence of God as three affirmative inductive arguments and concludes the
accumulation of theism as the best explanation. The result of such arguments
is that theism can be the ultimate explanation of the world. It will also be
shown that such arguments are less challenging and can greatly increase the
likelihood of God's existence.
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Extended Abstract

According to the common division, the cosmological argument for the existence of God has two
important types of interpretation: deductively and inductively. And some have introduced a third
type called abductively, which is known as inference to the best explanation (IBE). The
contemporary Philosophers of religion believe that the inductive version of the cosmological
argument is better for two reasons: First, all deductive versions are either deductively invalid or
based on one or more false or uncertain premises. A valid deductive argument must be presented
in the form of proof, and the proof is a syllogism consisting of certain propositions, it will inherently
and necessarily lead to a certain conclusion and be accepted by all. Second, the deductive account
of the cosmological argument proves merely the essential being or the primordial cause, whereas
there is a wide logical gap between the essential being or the primordial cause and the God of
monotheistic religions.

The most difficult critique of the deductive arguments is the critique of the correctness of the
principle of causality. The result of the opponents of the principle of causality is that causal
necessity as a necessary feature of the principle of causality is not ontologically certain in the world
outside the human mind, and objects and beings in the external world do not inherently require
such necessity. However, the principle of causality between beings and events is undeniable. Also,
from the epistemological point of view, causal necessity can be proved and accepted. Therefore,
the causal necessity has been at least doubted among some thinkers; and since, according to logic,
the premises of deductive argument must be certain, the principle of causality cannot be used as
one of the true premises in this way of reasoning to obtain certain conclusions. Hence, some
philosophers turned to non- syllogism arguments for the existence of God. One notable new
argument is Swinburne's confirmative inductive argument. The method of this research is library
and argumentation which is done through the study, and mental analysis of concepts, propositions,
and arguments.

Swinburne (1996, 2004) believes that there are two different types of explanations of events.
Because two different types of causes give rise to phenomena; That is, a) natural and inanimate
causes b) personal and voluntary causes. So, there are two types of explanation: 1- natural and
inanimate explanation and 2- a personal explanation which refers to a deliberate cause and is
associated with powers, beliefs, and goals. In addition to the need for explanation, the human need
for an ultimate explanation is well understood. See: (Swinburne 1996). But let's see what
explanation can be the best.

He considers the criterion of the best explanation to be the most probable explanation, and that
is when it has four conditions: it causes the prediction of many different events (expectancy theory);
Be the simplest theory; Be fully consistent with our past knowledge (background knowledge), And
explain the events more and better than competing theories (the most satisfying explanation).
Therefore, in his opinion, the meaning of the best explanation is the explanation that best provides
the four aforementioned criteria. These four criteria are used in both natural and personal
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explanations. Swinburne claims that humanistic and materialistic explanations cannot explain the
world and man. In contrast, he has three arguments from the existence of the universe, the existence
of scientific laws, and the laws of the process of evolution for the existence of God as three
confirmative inductive arguments, and from their accumulation, he concludes theism as the
inference of the best explanation. The result of such arguments is that theism can be the ultimate
explanation of the world. Thus, theism can still be rationally accepted through inductive accounts
of the cosmological argument based on the inference to the best explanation. The result of such
arguments is that theism can be the ultimate explanation in the world.

Conclusion

In this paper, while demonstrating the inability of scientific explanations of atheism, Swinburne's
confirmative inductive argument was proposed as an alternative to deductive cosmological
arguments. The structure of Swinburne's confirmative inductive reasoning seems to be similar to
the structure of Pierce's hypothesis-making argument (abduction), and it can be considered the
inference to the best explanation. Such an argument does not guarantee certainty but makes the
truth of the result more probable. Therefore, although based on the existing critiques of the
deductive interpretation of the cosmological argument and the objections to the causal necessity,
the explanatory certainty of these arguments is not acceptable, it is still possible to rationally
believe in theism through the inductive interpretations of this argument based on the inference to
the best explanation. The claim of such an argument is not that it has no criticisms or challenges,
but the claim that such arguments face fewer challenges and can greatly increase the possibility of
the existence of God. The result of such arguments is that theism can be the ultimate explanation
of the world.
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