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Abstract

Since early times, Plato’s ideas have been assumed as universal entities
as opposed to the particulars. More exact analysis of Plato’s
terminology, however, shows the contrary. There is no term for
“universal” and “particular” in his terminology at all, and he rather uses
the words “whole” [JS] and “part” [3»], which, considering their

similitude to “universal” [ JS] and “particular” [ 3], have been

extremely mistaken for the two latter. These terms are developed in
the middle Dialogues being closely related with the controversial issue
of ideas. Plato regards each idea as one and simple; however,
Parmenides’ criticisms urge him to reconstruct his views. To resolve
this problem, he makes use of the term “whole” which implicates a
middle state between the One and the multitude in the hierarchy of
unity. There is nothing absolutely simple and with the exception of the
One, all things include parts. In a sense, however, the idea can be
considered as one, for although it includes parts, it cannot be reduced
to them and so it is somehow independent of them. Such a kind of
unity, lying inferior to the absolute One and higher than the multitudes,
is called the whole and belongs to the ideas. Every idea is a whole and
possesses the highest possible unity after the One. So “wholeness” is
almost a synonym for unity or a second unity. It is not the case that
the wholeness appertains to ideas, but the particulars also participate
in it.
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I ﬂ Universal and Particular in Plato's Works
A. H. Saket

Universal and particular are two opposite categories of words. A word is
universal if it as such could be applied to more than one object, e. g. “man”
and “animal’. Particular, on the other hand, is a kind of word, that as such
could not be applied to more than one, e. g. “Plato” and “Aristotle”.
“Man” is universal as it could be equally applied to Plato, as well as to
Aristotle, for each of them are called man. But, on the other hand, “Plato”,

being a particular word, could not be applied to both of them. In Persian
and Arabic, “universal” [ _IS] and “particular” [ _S;»| look very similar to

“whole” [JS] and “part” [:j»] respectively, and therefore they may be

considered as conceptually related to each other. Nevertheless, they are
often said to be totally different and are not to be confused. Among their
differences we can mention that the whole, being composed of parts,
depends on them and alters with their alterations, while the universal is
not constituted from particulars and is totally independent of them and
remains the same, even if there exists no particular at all.

Since early times, Plato’s ideas have been assumed as universal entities
and in opposite to the particular objects of natural world. More exact
analysis of Plato’s terminology and its usage, however, shows the contrary.
There is, indeed, no term for “universal” and “particular” in his
terminology at all and he instead uses the words “whole” (0Aov) and
“part” (MEPOG), which, due to their similitude to “universal” and
“particular” in Persian and Arabic, have been extremely mistaken for the
two latter. By him the term “whole” never implicates universal, and
though it may be demonstrated that the whole, as he thinks of it, is
logically a universal, it does not matter to him and he is not occupied with
logical universality. For him “whole” is always a composition of parts and
never, throughout his works, implicates “universal”. It is called “whole”,
because every idea is composed of parts and so it is a real whole. Genus,
difference and other logical elements mentioned in the definition of an
idea, are its components. It seems that “wholeness” is almost a synonym
of unity, and the “whole” comes immediately after the One. He traces a
hierarchy of unity which begins from the absolute One, descending all
through the beings until it reaches to the multitudes of generation and
corruption in our wotld. “Whole” is situated among these levels, and it is
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the characteristic of the ideas. By using the term “Whole”, Plato is going
to distinguishes between two kinds of unity, i. e. the unity of the One and
that of the idea: the former is absolutely simple and without any part, while
the latter, though in a high degree of unity, is composed of some
components.

These terms are developed in the middle Dialogues and mostly in
Parmenides, Theaetetns and Sophist, and they are closely related with the
controversial issue of ideas, i.e. the problem of unity and plurality. Plato
regards each idea as one and simple, however, Parmenides criticisms urge
him to reconstruct his views. The question whether the idea is simple and
indivisible, or it could be divided into some parts, is an unsolvable
dilemma. Everything is either one or other than one and there is no middle
term to conjoin them. They are totally separated and their relation seems
unexplainable. On the one hand, every idea is supposed to be one, but, on
the other hand, its relation to particulars requires its division between them
which contradicts its unity. This is articulated with the terms “whole” and
“part”, that is to say, every particular possesses either the whole of idea,
or only a part of it. If it possesses the whole of it, the idea would be in
many things, hence its unity will be contradicted. If it possesses only a part
of it, the idea would be divided to parts, and it will be again manifold.
Then, the whole or the idea, apparently, swings between the One and the
manifold and cannot be assigned propperly to any side. This ambiguity
shows Plato’s hesitance to rank the idea and to determine its relation to
the One and the multitude.

In Theaetetus and Sophist, trying to solve this antinomy, Plato puts the
“whole” in a level between the One and the mere multitude, and interprets
it in a manner to be one, and at the same time composed of parts so that
its composition of parts does not contradict its unity. There is nothing
absolutely simple, and with the exception of the One, all things include
parts. In a sense, however, the idea can be considered as one, for although
it includes parts, it cannot be divided into or reduced to them, and so it
remains somehow independent of them. Such a kind of unity, lying
inferior to the absolute One and higher than the multitudes which is called
the whole and belongs to the ideas. Every idea is a whole and possesses
the highest possible unity after the One. So “wholeness” is almost a
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synonym for unity or a second unity. So the contradiction between the
One and the other than One, first raised in Parmenides, would disappear by
assuming of a middle stage mediating between the two extremes.

In Sophist, the trifold levels of the One, whole and multitude, continues
with a different terminology, and a fourth level referred to as “the whole
itsel” (AUTO TO OAOV) is added to the three aforementioned levels. This
is inserted between the One and the whole or idea, now indicated as
“being” (TO OV), and so the hierarchy is formed, including the One on the
highest degree and successively the whole itself, the being and lastly the
multitudes of the natural world.

Wholeness dose not only appertain to the ideas, but particulars also
partake in it. Wholeness, just as unity, is an essential condition for being,
so that every being exists just as far as it has unity. The particulars,
participating [in] the ideas, attain wholeness and exist as far as they possess

wholeness.
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I ﬂ Universal and Particular in Plato's Works
'y A. H. Saket
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10 g1 B¢ TTAoNG TAG TIOINCEWG EV HOPIOV AQOPIGOLV (symposinm, 205C).

ITTOTEPOV OUV Qi YUVAIKES &V TOIC TTOAECIV PPOVINWTEPAT GOl BOKOTOIV
gival i of GvdpEeg, W¢ 1O BAOV EiTTElV YEVOG (Craylus, 392C): Do you think
the women or the men of a city, regarded as a class in general, are the wiser?

12kai A Tupavvoupévn Gpa Wuxn AKIoTa TToifoel & av BouAndf, wg Trep
i OANG eitTelv Yuxig (577E).

13 0i Gduvartol Aéyelv, oU KaTa OAov GAN" dtToAaBwv PEPOG Ti (392E): Like
men who are unable to express themselves I won’t try to speak in wholes and
universals but will separate off a particular part.

ke 9 3p0 )5 4 €S slins 4 |, KOO EKADGTOV 4 € IS» (sline 4 |, KATOOAOU ohawsl ¥

2o glallie 5 (5395 4 1y 990 ol 23S o (> b Lai (sj2) HEPOG 5 (J5) BAOV L el
D) meled )y

15v{v pév odv, (W¢ 0idueda, THV eUdaipova TTAGTTOPEY OUK ATTOAABOVTE
G OAiyoug €v auUTH TOI0UTOUG TIVAG TIBEVTEG, AN’ OANV (420C).

16gf yéIp TéXVN 0I0¢ Te A0Ba, Kai TTEPi TOV GAAWY TTOINTOV ATTAVTWY Aéy
€IV 0i6¢ T° 8v AoBa (532¢).

7TV TOUTWV oUoTaciv TTpémoucav AAAAAOIC Te Kail TR OAw ouvioTapé
vnVv (268d).

8efv TTAvVTa Adyov WoTrep oV ouveaTaval oA T €xovta alTov auT
00, (WOTE UATE AKEPaAOV €ival PATE GTTouV, BAAG péoa Te EXEIV Kai GK
pa, TTPETToVTa GAAANOIG Kai TM) OAW YEYPAUMEVA (264c).

1941d O¢ TTAoNg TAG TTOINCEWGS €V udpIov APopIaBEv TO TTEPI TRV POUC
KAV Kai T& gétpa 1 100 6Aou dvouaTi TTpogayopeUeTal. TToinalg yap
10070 pbVOV KaAEiTal, Kai oi ExovTeg ToUTO TO pdpPIoV TAG TTOINCEWS TT
oINTai (Symposiun, 205C).

20 10 €160G &V EKAOTW €ival TOV TTOM®OV £V 8V (Pammenides, 131A) j» 5 & jo»
€l (S olpS o 51

21 Kahn, 2002: 93-127; Young, 1994: 227-50; Ross, 1951: 18-20.
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(IVF=AVY YDV )

270070 &' EOTIV, 1 TE KOIVWVETV EKaaTa dUvartal Kai 61T Wr, SIAKPIVEIV
KaTta yévog EmmioTacBal (Sophist, 253D).

24071 TTOU T& GAAa T00 £vOG Yopia Exovta GAAa £0Tiv: €i yap popia un €
XOl, TTavTeEAWG av £v €in (157C).

2500k00v ATOI OAou TOU €idoUG A HEPOUG EKOTTOV TO PETOAAUBAVOV UET
aAauBaver (131A).

20uePIOTA Gpa EOTIV AUTA TA €i0N, Kai T& YETEXOVTA AUTOV YEPOUG AV U
ETEXOI, KO OUKETI £V EKAOTW OAov, GAAG PEPOG EkAaTou av €in (131E).

27un 6vtog &€ ye 1O TTapdtrav To0 6Aou, TauTd T TalTA UTTAPXEI TG OVT
I, KOl TTPOC TG WA gival und’ &v yevéoBal TToTE &V (2450).

200Te ouaiav olTe yéveolv Wg oloav SeT TTPOoayopeVElV TO Ev f TO OA
ov év Toig oUo1 n TIBévTa
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