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Abstract

The question of the relationship between time and literature has long
been the subject of discussions by various thinkers and philosophers.
One of the contemporary writers whose works manifestly presents
such as the French writer and thinker, Maurice Blanchot. The purpose
of the present paper is to examine this relationship in Blanchot's
works. A careful study of his fiction reveals the evolution that took
place, in the first place, in his understanding of the question of time,
and secondly in his continual attempt to challenge the views of other
thinkers on the same subject, an attempt which has seemingly led
Blanchot to a new formulation of the concept of time. An elaboration
on this requires tracing the idea back to the definitions and discussions
found among his endless dialogues with the other contemporary
writers and thinkers (especially with his famous friend Emmanuel
Levinas).
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In the following article, I will try to look at one of Blanchot's most
important novels, Thomas, L'obscur (Blanchot, 1950), from one
perspective, through the concept of time as Other in the philosophy of
Emmanuel Levinas, Blanchot's longtime friend and companion. Because
it is in this novel, more than anywhere else, that Blanchot approaches
Levinas's philosophical concepts.

“Time” is a concept that can be used to provide various interpretations
of how the basic concepts of Levinas's philosophy came into being (from
1961 onwards). It can be said that from this date onwards, after the
publication of the books Totality and Infinity (1961) and Humanism of
the Other (1972), Levinas showed a fundamental change in the course of
his thought. In this article, I will not go into details about how this change
took place, but in the light of it, I will refer to concepts the re-reading of
which helps us to understand the problem of time in Blanchot's novels.
The root of the problem of time as the Other, in Levinas's thought, can
be understood with the help of concepts such as is (Il y a) as well as his
critique of subject-oriented philosophies before him, from ancient Greece
to Heidegger. Time for Levinas is not a degradation of eternality. Rather,
he understands time as a kind of relationship - a relationship with
something absolutely different. In his view, the "other" is clearly
something that is infinite in itself and does not give in to perception.
Levinasian time is based on the departure of “the time of essence”, the
synchronic time, which is determined in human life by two extremes (birth
and death). This time is a kind of withdrawal, release, and procrastination.
In this paper, I also try to show how, based on the existing interpretations
of the time of narration in literary criticism, it is not possible to analyze
temporality in Maurice Blanchot's fictional world, and how its discovery
and understanding requires an interdisciplinary study between literature
and philosophy.

As a result, the present paper, tending to seek an opening to the
question of time in the thoughts of Maurice Blanchot, first examines the
question of time from various disciplines, i.e., philosophy and linguistics,
to reveal how Blanchot could think about time as an existential experience
and manifest it in his fiction. Thus, a brief formulation of some concepts
in the philosophical thought of Levinas, a friend and co-thinker of Maurice
Blanchot, is presented so that we could better approach the origin of
Blanchot's thought about exit the objective time, that the paper then
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continues with what distinguishes Blanchot's approach from that of other
novelists, which is the kind of in-depth contemplation of the concept of
time that has taken place through a dialogue he had with the philosophy
of his time. This approach changes during the course of his storytelling
(from 1932 to 1980) due to his distance or closeness to the thoughts of
his contemporary philosophers or thinkers of other historical periods. It
should be noted, however, that Blanchot, through the constructive
foundations of the story, namely time, space, and the perspective of the
third-person narration, redefines and internalizes the concept of time as
the other in his narratives. Thomas, L'obscur is one of Blanchot's most
important and influential novels in which the narrator recounts Levinasian
experience of "is" as a way out of “I”” towards the impersonal “HE” in the
narration. This is the narrative third person who, by challenging language
itself, can suspend death, the future, and external experience, and drag it
into another realm of temporal experience, the “other” of time.

Hence, one must always keep in mind the multiple links between time
and language with the concept of absence in order to realize the rapture
that Blanchot seeks to show in all of his works - a rapture that may be so
obvious that it seems almost invisible. It is clear that in order to see it, one
must distance oneself from chronological and physical time and establish
another relation with the "self".

Blanchot shows that literature always reveals a kind of absence,
emptiness, and it is the presence of a kind of absence -; a path that never
reaches a specific destination. Because literature is nothing but this
misguidance, the always being on the way and never not reaching, and
therefore always narrating. It goes without saying that a writer has never
been able to really finish a story.
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