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Abstract

According to Darwin's theory of evolution, John Dewey wanted to change
the way we look at the world around us. In the pre-modern days, he strived
to achieve the promise of modernity, which was progress and
advancement in all fields. Dewey not only foresaw such a step, but also
studied the way through it. In this article, we begin with the years when
Dewey was an ardent Christian, and deal with the time when he became
fascinated with the evolutionary sciences and developed his theory of
"experience" with a rationalist approach. According to Dewey's
naturalistic approach to man, we are confronted with religious experiences
that, in the evolutionary process, are a response to basic human needs and
have emerged in the context of different cultures in the form of different
religions. In Dewey's view, "religious expetience" is a personal dream of
man. God, the Hereafter, religion and supernatural things are of this kind.
These things are born of human exchange and adaptation to his
environment. So for Dewey, there are no other worlds and worlds with
different levels or parallel worlds that have recently been expressed on the
basis of scientific hypotheses. Spirituality, religion and morality are all
natural, experimental, real and of course valuable. Dewey considers man
as an organism among millions of other living beings and in connection
with them, and deals with the application and function of religious
experiences in daily life.
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Introduction

After World War, people's feelings about the theory of evolution became
hurtful and negative because they saw war as the result of evolutionary
thinking and racism. Many people also considered this issue as a
punishment for betraying theism and religiosity. Although the Dewey
family was religious and the theory of evolution was a red line, it did not
prevent him from discussing the theory of evolution.

Dewey theological view

As a teenager, Dewey was an avid Christian. Despite the changes that are
taking place in Dewey's philosophical thought and which we will address
in this article, Dewey never severed his membership and connection with
the Church. He gave regular lectures on faith and morality in newly
established or non-governmental churches and Christian communities.
After entering Dewey University, he fell in love with intuition. But
gradually he realizes the unpleasant consequences of dualistic thinking. He
then falls in love with Hegel's philosophy. Sometime later, through
Huxley, he became acquainted with Darwin and the theory of evolution.
William James and Charles Peirce introduce him to pragmatism. Dewey is
in conflict with his theological and philosophical thought. On the one
hand, according to religious teachings, he considers the world to have
consciousness, and on the other hand, Darwin's theory has raised many
questions for him.

Facing theological technical questions

While teaching psychology, Dewey found that these statements
contradicted some of the teachings of "theological anthropology." If
human behavior belongs entirely to the order within nature, the absolute
power of God will be questioned and diminished. Naturalism seemed to
be a consequence of Darwinism. This new thinking, in addition to
weakening the foundations of religion and the church, also rejected
absolute idealism. For Dewey, it became clear that the mind is probably
the product of the cultural and biological continuity of experience. An
experience that has arisen naturally between human beings and contexts
that have occurred in the environment. Now that religious teachings are
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challenged, morality will be in jeopardy. And that was a big concern for
Dewey.

Presenting the "research method" as a practical consequence of the
theory of evolution in Dewey philosophy

Dewey's maturity of thought occurred in his empirical approach to
education and the "method of teaching," which was also influenced by
Darwin's theory of evolution. In the traditional view, man had a origin and
a destination that were separate and independent of his nature and
environment. Nature was at a lower level of existence. Man had to obey,
and in this system there was no need to search for nature, man and his
talents. It can be argued that the central issue for Dewey and his
educational philosophy was "meaning-making."

Religious experience according to John Dewey

As pre-modern ideas and supernatural arguments gave way to evolutionary
scientific thinking, his approach to religion changed. In this regard, Dewey
published the book "In Search of Certainty", which implicitly rejected
supernatural matters. Dewey in the books below "Is There a God?" He
wrote about different interpretations and definitions of God in different
cultures and added that we should consider the question that God is the
creation of the human mind. In such an atmosphere, Dewey wrote the
book "A Common Faith ".In this section, we have adapted the contents
of this Dewey book to the five stages of Dewey's research method.
According to Dewey, the concept of God is human goals and ideals, and
not an existing being and personality that has superhuman and
supernatural abilities. Dewey uses the word "religious" instead of
"religion." A new concept called “the religious phase of experience”. an
experience that separates religion from the supernatural. So religion will
not exist independently of "religious people”" and will be a human thing,
"Religious experience" is not superior to other human experiences,
although it is respectable and very effective. When the official institution
of the church is the custodian and judge of religious affairs, man is
deprived of the growth and creativity of his spiritual consciousness.
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Dewey Criticism and Validation

In this section, we interpret and validate Dewey's content in light of
Reinhold Niebuht's critiques of Dewey. Dewey was completely dependent
on science. But was the process successful? Is relying on the power of
rational thought enough for human progress and development? In fact,
Dewey paid less attention to "the complexities of human experience."
Science is mostly raw material and cannot organize orientation and
worldview. Perceptions of survival conflict rendered morality
unsupported and unidentified.

Conclusion

With the tools of research and experimentation, Dewey seeks to flex
"religious beliefs" and pave the way for the diversity of religious ideas.
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