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Abstract

Place is the most fundamental concept in architecture and is a necessity of
architectural design, and since we face changes in our understanding of
place notion in the modern era which have had distinctly profound and
sometimes unpleasant effects on modern and subsequent designs- in a way
that architecture has largely neglected its primary task of making the noble
place of human life, and its responsibility in human dwelling dimension-
in order to find the roots of the evolution in place nature and its meaning,
we will answer these two question: what the concept of place has been for
ancient thinkers? What have been the reasons for changing the
understanding of place in the modern era? How these changes have
affected the understanding of place in modern architecture? and yet we
will try to understand the concepts of place in ancient Greece (as the origin
of western thoughts especially modern thinking) versus the modern, and
finally the main findings of this study are the massive semantic
transformation of place in modern age and its replacement by space in
modern architecture design which mainly is the result of major attention
paid to the extendedness of place, the emergence of functionalism in
degradation of place, and the commercialization of place.
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Introduction

The modern age is the time of regarding the “space” and declining the
“place”. The functionalist view in architecture has led architectural
solutions to be derived directly from functional patterns, resulting in an
amorphous and anonymous setting that does not have enough facilities
for human authentic dwelling. In order to have a meaningful approach to
architecture, it is necessary to have an acceptable knowledge of place and
space concepts.

Spatial Concepts in Ancient Greece

The basic spatial concepts in Greek language are chora, topos, and to
kenon. Chora refers to place /space: an area that is occupied or can be
occupied. Plato says existing entails a three-fold process of generation:
Being, chora and Becoming. So chora is the category of space as a
“receptacle”, and intermediate stage in existence that brings the potential
into action. Plato's concept of choéra is now regarded as the origin of
systematic thought about space in the West. Aristotle considers place to
be a natural thing that contains objects. Topos has a dynamic character
according to which every element in the universe belongs to a particular
place and moves towards the topos. Kenon is equivalent to void or empty
in English and plays an important role in the emergence of the modern
concept of space: space as an infinite extension.

Modern Space & Place

From Middle Ages in Europe to Renaissance, space was accepted as
absolute and infinite, then developed as relative and absolute. Meanwhile,
space gradually declined and became then the product of relations
between things, and as a result, place became a tool for measuring
distances. Considering absolute space means that it is beyond our senses-
it is abstract- and so we use its tangible dimensions instead, and the place
of each thing is defined accordingly. The extended space is the product of
Descartes' thinking, who assumed the nature of the body as an extension.
Leibniz's believed that all our knowledge of space is essentially relative and
finally, finally Kant argued that the place of any object is a point.
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Modern Architecture: Concrete Place, Abstract Space

The word abstraction means to separate an aspect of something and put
it as the whole. Similarly, when we define place on the basis of the concept
of absolute space, or consider it merely an extension in three dimensions,
or assume it to be subjective, then we have only one abstract concept of
place. With the spread of attention to abstract concepts in society, the
authenticate place of human life, which has deep perceptual, habitable,
memorable and historical aspects will not be recognized, and therefore
architects build places based on abstract definitions and quantitative
thinking. Space, at the beginning of its emergence in architecture, was a
term used only to describe places quantitatively and so was part of the
whole "place", but now it is practically taking the place of the main
concept: “place”. On the other hand, architectural structures now have the
identity of goods, and therefore reduces the existential authenticity of
architecture.

Conclusion

Spatial concepts underwent many changes over a period of nearly 20
centuries, which gradually became apparent in the architectural thinking
of modern times. While the topos in ancient Greece shows the excellent
features of the place, that is always bordered and at the same time is always
open and dynamic, modern place is a monotonous one that is the product
of space. Place was never thought of as relative or quantifiable in ancient
Greek thought. For modern architects, a point-like or position-like
understanding, transforms place into a quantitative concept that ultimately

is merely a commercial commodity.
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