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Abstract

According to Islamic philosophy especially Mulla-Sadra’s wisdom, it is
considered three forms of being for human in accordance with three
realms: matter, imagination and intellect. In each of these, mankind has
different kind of cognition and deed. But also some of perceptions and
deeds is accounted to the heart. Three different views about the heart and
its relation to the intellect are found among Muslim philosophers and
mystics. In the present study, according to Allameh Tabataba’i’s reading
of Sadra’s transcendent wisdom, “heart” is introduced as the virtual
metaphor of the soul or the very truth of man, which is above all three
areas of human existence. From the viewpoint of Allameh Tabataba’i,
perception of beauty is a kind of presential knowledge and has a direct
relationship with the heart, and consequently affects it. Therefore, he
considers an important role for beauty and adornment in human life and
considers it necessary for human social life. He considers man's attention
to beauty according to his powers and needs and as a result of divine
inspiration so that the aesthetic view has a great impact on the completion
of human existence and describes art and literature as one of the most
important constructional perceptions of every society.
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Introduction

Allameh Tabatabai is the most prominent contemporary Iranian Muslim
philosopher and one of the followers of Sadra's transcendent wisdom. His
views, during the years, have led to new understandings of topics such as
social sciences, philosophy of culture and epistemology. He has not
written an independent work on beauty and art, but his aesthetic views are
scattered in various works he has written in the philosophical, mystical and
interpretive fields. In speaking of beauty, adornment and art in The
Principles of Philosophy and the Method of Realism (Usul-i falsafeh va ravesh-i
ri'alism) as well as in Tafsir al-Mizan, Tabatabai mainly refers to the heart
and perception of the heart. It is then necessary for us in pursuing his ideas
of aesthetics, to look into the meaning of heart according to him and the
relation between the heart and the perception of beauty from his point of

view.
Aspects of human existence

In transcendent wisdom and Tabataba’t’s point of view, man is present in
three realms: material world, world of imagination, and the world of
intellects. The physical, imaginary and intellectual realms of man have a
longitudinal relationship. And a single identity which is the soul and the
truth of man, applies to all three. On this basis, it is both influenced by
material objects and events, and can perceive and enjoy imaginary forms
and rational concepts. This relationship becomes clear by Tabataba’i’s
reading of the process of perception according to transcendent wisdom.
In Sadra's expression, knowledge basically refers to the presence of the
object itself, and not its form, in the perceiver, before achieving acquired
knowledge.

The meanings of heart according to muslim philosophers and
mystics

In the works of muslim philosophers and mystics, the heart is used in four

different meanings. The first meaning is the corporeal heart, which

Tabataba’i considers it to be figurative. other meanings refer to the
spiritual heart. One of them is considered the realm of the human
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imagination and the other is equivalent to rational soul. Some mystics,
such as Ibn-Arabi, consider a higher place for heart in comparison to
intellect. But Tabataba’i, especially in .4/-Mizan, considers heart as the soul,
the rational soul or the truth of man, which has overshadowed all aspects
of his existence, and can obtain salvation and happiness, or be degraded

to evil.

Presential knowledge and existential relationship with the known

According to Sadra, and the principle of the union of knowledge and
knowing and known, the truth of knowledge is an existential evolution
and movement for the soul, and the efforts of speculative reason to
acquire rational forms are merely the preparing causes that prepares the
soul for this transformation. In his view, our imaginary perception or
knowledge of the ideal forms is also a presential knowledge, because these
forms are in fact the product of the soul, not abstracted from sensory
forms. Therefore, Allameh Tabataba’i states that any acquired knowledge
is actually obtained after presential knowledge and is based on it. Pleasure,
pain, beauty and ugly are defined according to this presence. And human
beings truly enjoy facing beautiful things and examples of beauty in each
of three spheres of existence.

Aesthetic perception is of presential knowledge

According to Allameh Tabataba’i’s point of view noted in A/Mizan,
human being attracts others by using ornaments that are favored by
his/her society. Tabatabai considers this tendency in human being as a
divine inspiration that have been placed in human nature to avoid others
hatred. The glue which brings people together is beauty and the interest in
it. Without it, the society and civilization would collapse. The man who
seeks beauty, in every stage of perfection, knowingly or unknowingly seeks
true and pure beauty. The truth of beauty, similar to the truth of existence,
cannot be attained by acquired knowledge and rational concepts.
Tabataba’i states that love is a special belonging to the beauty since it is
beauty. And beauty, goodness and happiness all refers to existence.
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