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Abstract

The scope of this research is the study of Hume's solution for the problem of
induction. The philosophers still wonder whether they could determine unobserved
instances based upon similar observed ones. However, Hume didn't employ this
problem directly in his books but he answered this question within the discussion of
causation. According to Hume's point-of-view, the source of universals that is based
on particles; is in the human spirit. The nature of human spirit, after frequently
observation of successions in the past, expects to observe same succession in future.
All Hume interpreters agree on everything said. But they have different opinions on
whether Hume had any further theory about causation. In this paper, first a faithful
to context report about causation and accordingly Induction Problem with Hume is
presented and then different interpretations on Hume's causation ate introduced
briefly and finally each interpretation is discussed thoroughly citing its shortcomings
briefly.
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Introduction

Before Hume, philosophers believe that causation is necessary for justification of
induction. Constant conjunction shows the causation relation but particularly.
Particular relation is neither necessary nor universal, so to solve this problem,
philosophers purpose different solutions. Uniformity principle, probability theory
and... are some of these solutions.

But for Hume, problem is another kind. For Hume not only causality is not
necessary for induction but also induction uses for justification of causality.

For Hume imagination of causality is originated in observation of constant
conjunction. But these observations only make psychological exception.

Hume's terminology

There is not any "induction" word in Hume's works but he use another phrases for
this meaning. "Probable reasoning"," moral reasoning" and "Reasoning Concerning

Matter of Fact or Existence" is phrases that Hume used in works instead of induction.
Causality and Induction

It's evident that causality is a fact. The imagination of causality originated from
causality of soul for actions and effects then mind makes causality concept. Mind after
Causality concept analysis; generalize it but this generalization needs justification.
Every philosopher tries to justify it. Hume shows that demonstrative reasoning is not
a suitable facility for this target. For this proof, it's necessary that nature be always the
same but it isn't contradictory that nature be different in future.

Hume shows that Experience is not suitable to demonstrate this subject, so he
purposes that causality is only a psychological exception. (Hume, 1978: 89).

For Hume the inferences from experience of causal relation are not based on reason.
But Hume leaves this critical phase and purposes his new idea. From Hume's view of
point experimental inferences are obtained from habit.

So there isn't any necessity in external wotld that guide mind to causal relation but
also it's an internal disposition that force us to believe causal relation so there isn't any
logical necessity and there is only psychological necessity. Therefore causality is a
psychological belief not a rational one.

Although this interpretation of causality is very close to Hume's text, three families
of interpretation will be explored reductionist, who takes Hume’s definitions of
causation as definitive; the causal skeptic, who takes Hume’s problem of induction as
unsolved; and the causal realist, who introduces additional interpretive tools to avoid
these conclusions and maintains that Hume has some robust notion of causation.

Causal Reductionism: reductionists that insist Hume reduces causation to nothing
beyond constant conjunction. This group of interpreters, often read out of Hume’s
account of necessity, maintain that causation, power, necessity, and so forth, as
something that exists between external objects rather than in the observer, is
constituted entirely by regular succession. In the external world, causation simply is
the regularity of constant conjunction. . However, since this interpretation, as Hume’s
own historical position, remains in contention, the appellation will be avoided here.

Causal Skepticism: One way to interpret the reasoning behind assigning Hume the
position of causal skepticism is by assigning similar import to the passages emphasized
by the reductionists, but interpreting the claims epistemically rather than ontologically.
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If Hume’s account is intended to be epistemic, then the Problem of induction can
be seen as taking Hume’s insights about our impressions of necessity to an extreme
but reasonable conclusion. If it is true that constant conjunction (with or without the
added component of mental determination) represents the totality of the content we
can assign to our concept of causation, then we lose any claim to robust metaphysical
necessity.

Causal Realism: The realist interpretation says that it is not Hume’s telling us what
causation is, but only what we can know of it. Hume’s account is then merely
epistemic and not intended to be ontologic and Hume says that this is what we can
know of causation, it does not follow that Hume therefore believes that this is all that
causation amounts to. In fact, such an interpretation might better explain Hume’s
dissatisfaction over the definitions.

These triple interpretations faced some criticism. In reducing interpretation, if we
accept that habit determines causation relationship and necessity is just a mental
expectation, then how one can distinct between right and wrong inductions.

Habit makes us to define any regular succession as a causation relationship.

If there is no criterion to test the validation of this relationship and it only exist by
mental expectation, then we have to accept any heresy and superstition resulted from
repeated observation of spontaneous occurrence of objects.

Another problem is that there are two basic and essential concepts in causation
definition: occurrence and necessity. The cause make the effect occurred and it is a
necessary relationship.

Hume reduces the necessity of causation to a mental expectation and does not
speak of occurrence. Obviously any causation resulted from repeated succession of
objects can’t represent occurrence, therefor, Hume’s causation is different from the
metaphysic causation that defies it.

How a causation resulted from habit can make something like this to be occurred,
so reducing the metaphysic causation to Hume’s causation results in a new concept
of causation which has neither its efficiency nor its conclusions.

In other words, Hume could not define the image existed in every body’s mind —
including himself — even if it is only an illusion and that illusion is this: an object make
another object to be occurred along a necessary relationship between them.

Despite the mentioned problems about this interpretation, it is more compatible
with Hume’s philosophy.

The Skepticism interpretation is not consistent with Hume’s remained texts.

According to Early philosophers who believed that knowledge requires rational
justification, Hume is skeptic, so some tries to acquit him from skepticism by
presenting new definitions of reason in his philosophy and justify induction by one of
them.

Though one should pay attention that Hume was after breaking the relationship
between reasonableness and justification and related the rationality of a belief to how
it was justifiable. He believed that while induction operation was unreasonable but we
have no choice but to accept it even for its mental burden.
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Conclusion

All of Hume’s remaining works suggest that the order observed in nature is hidden
inside the nature not the objects of external world; therefore, there is no such thing
as external causation and realistic interpretation of causation is not consistent with the
basic foundation of Hume’s philosophy.
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