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The role of empowerment in explaining sustainable
development

(Case study: Graduate students of Tehran University)

L. Nasrollah Wasati*

Abstract

Sustainable development is a complex and multidimensional process
and includes environmental, economic, social and political areas, so that
these dimensions interact with each other. Numerous factors map the
process of sustainable development and are able to influence the flow of
development, facilitate and accelerate its achievement. It is believed that
community empowerment is one of the main axes of sustainable
development. Therefore, the present study seeks to evaluate and analyze
the effects of empowering community members on facilitating the
achievement of sustainable development. This research is strategic in
terms of case study, in terms of philosophy, positivist and in terms of
approach, explanatory (cause-effect). . The operational model of the
research is based on previous studies at home and abroad. Research data
were collected through a questionnaire and tested using correlation
analysis and structural equation modeling using SPSS and LISREL
software. The statistical population of the study includes 17853 graduate
students of the University of Tehran who were studying in this university
in 1397. In order to collect data, 450 graduate students were surveyed by
relative class sampling method. Based on the analysis of the path, it was
found that empowering members of society from an economic, social,
cultural, political and psychological perspective plays a role in achieving
sustainable development in economic, social, political and environmental
aspects.

Keywords: Sustainable Development, Empowerment, Higher Education,
University of Tehran.
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