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Abstract

Considering the works of Hume and Husserl, this paper argues that Hussetl’s
interpretation of Hume’s philosophy as a transcendental philosophy is rooted in his
distinctive approach to searching the transcendental in modern philosophy, which is
not necessarily in conformity with the facts in the history of philosophy or at least
with what is generally argues by the historians of philosophy. Indeed, according to a
hermeneutical tradition which belongs to the great philosophers, not the
commentators and the historians of philosophy, Hussetl has paid particular attention
to Hume’s views in order to find the origin of some basic concepts of his
phenomenology in Hume’s philosophy. After considering the relation between
Hussetl's phenomenology and empiricism and the status of the transcendental in
Hume's empiricism, such elements of phenomenology as reduction, constitution and
life-world have been examined as counterparts of skepticism, imagination and
external world in Hume's philosophy respectively. Finally, it has been argued that
Husserl thus says the unsaid and thinks the unthought of Hume’s philosophy within
his own transcendental phenomenology. Husserl’s approach is the same as the one
we can see in the later Heidegger’s hermeneutics and his own approach to great
philosophers.
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Introduction

After founding phenomenology in the first decade of the twentieth century, and
especially with the transcendental turn, Husserl paid particular attention to
philosophers as we can see many references to their ideas in his writings. Moreover,
in the last decade of his career, through his discussion on history and historicity in
phenomenology and adopting the genetic approach, he turned to the works of past
philosophers and interpreted their ideas in a peculiar way. In fact, he sought and saw
the roots, foundations, and elements of his own phenomenological approach in them.
In a sense, he entered into a dialogue with the philosophers of the past through which
he both critiqued their views and said their unsaids and unthoughts, which are in fact
his own opinions. One of the most interesting encounters is Husserl's approach to
Hume's philosophy which is the focus of this papet.

Statement of Problem

It seems that there is no relation between Husserl’s transcendental phenomenology
and Hume's empiricism as Hume is an empiricist philosopher who deals with the
problem of knowledge in terms of a naturalistic or psychologistic approach, and in
this respect his views are in sharp contrast to Hussetl's anti-psychological attitude.
Moreover, Hume’s skepticism undermines the foundations of human knowledge;
Husserl's phenomenology, in this regard, is fundamentally at odds with Hume's
skeptical views. However, Husserl's interpretation of Hume's thought after
establishing his transcendental phenomenology indicates that the two philosophies
are very close and even in the same direction; he regards Hume as the most important
transcendental philosopher who ‘treats seriously the Cartesian focusing purely on
what lies inside’ (Husserl, 1969, 256). In this paper, the clues and origins that can be
found in Hume's work in the particular interpretation Hussetl gives about his views
are addressed. It is also discussed how this interpretation can be reconciled with
fundamental differences of these two philosophies. To find the answers to these
questions, we will first deal with Hussetl's relation to empiricism, in general, and then
explain Hussetl's conception of the "transcendental” that plays a central role in his
interpretation of Hume’s thought. Finally, three basic phenomenological concepts,
‘reduction’, ‘constitution’, and ‘life-world’ are presented as the concepts which Husserl
has relied on in his interpretation of Hume.

Husserl and Empiricism

British empiricism was one of Husserl’s concern from the beginning of his intellectual
career, and in fact the works of empiricists such as Locke and Hume were the first
works he read in philosophy. In spite of his critiques of their naturalistic views of
mind, he was deeply influenced by their perspective. In fact, his phenomenology
emerged in the context provided by Wilhelm Wundt and Brentano, who had neo-
empiricist tendencies.

The “Transcendental’ in Husserl

The concept of "transcendental" in the new sense of the word goes back to Kant's
philosophy. As Kant says, ‘I call all cognition transcendental is occupied not so much
with objects but rather with our a priori concepts of objects in general’ (Kant, 2000, A
12). In other words, ‘transcendental” means the subjective conditions of the possibility
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of any experience or knowledge in general. Kant's conception of ‘transcendental’ plays
a crucial role in Husserl's phenomenology. Husserl, like Kant, wants to free the realm
of the transcendental from any external, metaphysical, objective, and empirical
element, and consider the transcendental as the condition of doing so.

Hume’s Transcendental Approach

Although Hume did not use the term ‘transcendental’ in his philosophical works and
this concept seems to have been unknown to him, at least in the new sense of the
word, Husserl considers Him to be the first true transcendental philosopher. Even
more, Husserl sees his own transcendental approach as radicalizing or deepening the
empiricist project of Hume. For Husserl, Hume had reached the threshold of
transcendental phenomenology, but because of his misconception of the nature and
function of the mind or consciousness he could not remain faithful to all aspects of
this approach and soon deviated from the insight he had gained.

Origin of three Phenomenological Concepts in Hume

In this part of the paper the origin of some of the concepts and foundations of
Hussetl's transcendental phenomenology according to Hume's views are examined.
Moreover, the similarities between their views on these concepts are discussed. We
have restricted our discussion to the three concepts of ‘reduction’, ‘constitution’, and
‘life-world” which belong to the three phases of development of Husserl’s
phenomenology. These concepts correlate with skepticism, imagination, and external
wortld in Hume’s philosophy respectively.

Conclusion

Examining the opinions of past philosophers, Husserl finds the roots and background
of his achievements in the ideas presented by them while considering the differences
between his approach and their attitudes. What is important about his interpretation
of Hume's views is that he attributes ideas to him that were not mentioned by Hume
and they are very far from the foundations of Hume's thought. Even the obvious
similarities between the basic concepts of Hussetl's phenomenology and Hume's
empiricist philosophy do not historically support Hussetl's interpretations of Hume's
views. In fact, in these interpretations, Husserl has taken a position that can be
considered as a philosophical dialogue, that is, saying the unsaid and thinking about
the unthought for Hume; and this is the procedure that Heidegger himself has adopted
in his historically unconventional interpretations of the views of past philosophers.
Heidegger's approach to the views of past philosophers, in his own words, is
‘destruction’ meaning ‘dismantling’ which consists in going beyond the literal meaning
of the text and penetrating into the deep layers of the text that only the true interpreter,
in a philosophical dialogue, can attain.
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