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Effect of different nitrogen fertilizer levels on the functional response of the predatory gall
midge Aphidoletes aphidimyza in feeding on the melon aphid Aphis gossypii

Received: 1 Sep 2019 Revised: 15 Jan 2020 Accepted: 10 Oct 2020

Parvin Honarvar!, Mahdi Hassanpour? o™, Ali Golizadeh?, Leila Mottaghinia®, Leila Zanganeh*

Respectively ! Graduated MSc, °Professor, (**hassanpour@uma.ac.ir), ’Graduated PhD, *PhD Student, Department of
Plant Protection, Faculty of Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran.

Abstract

The functional response is one of the important components of predator-prey interactions. It can be affected by different
factors such as host plant quality. In this research, the functional response of the predatory gall midge Aphidoletes
aphidimyza larvae to the nymphs of the melon aphid, Aphis gossypii reared on cucumber plants amended with different
levels of nitrogen fertilizer (0, 100, 150 and 200 kg/ha) was investigated. The experiments were carried out at 25+1 °C,
60+5 % RH and a photoperiod of 16: §(L: D). Different densities (2, 4, 6, 8, 12, 16 and 24) of mixed 2- and 3-d old
nymphs of the aphid were separately offered to 4-d-old predator larvae. The numbers of killed preys were recorded after
18 h. Logistic and nonlinear regression analyses were used to determine the type of functional response and estimate of
attack rate (a) and handling time (7}) parameters, respectively. At all treatments, the predator exhibited a type II functional
response to change in 4. gossypii density. The attack rate and handling time of the predator were ranged from 0.0623 to
0.1512 h'! and 1.4646 to 1.8716 h, respectively. The highest value of attack rate and the lowest value of the handling time
of A. aphidimyza were obtained at treatment of 200 kg/ha nitrogen. This study revealed that adding nitrogen to the soil in
cucumber cultivation can improve the predatory ability of 4. aphidimyza on A. gossypii. However, for understanding
further details of the effects of different levels of nitrogen fertilizer on cucumber- A. gossypii- A. aphidimyza interactions,
further studies need to be carried out.

Keywords: attack rate, handling time, nitrogen fertilizer, predator-prey interactions, prey quality.

How to cite:

Honarvar P, Hassanpour M, Golizadeh A, Mottaghinia L, Zanganeh L, 2020. Effect of different nitrogen fertilizer levels on the
functional response of the predatory gall midge Aphidoletes aphidimyza in feeding on the melon aphid Aphis gossypii. Journal of
Applied Research in Plant Protection 9(3): 67-76.



FA P aly (U SS9 (595 (15950 995 ilite Zokaw 1/ 5K g 9 00

PRWIRW PP e GE“‘)‘) @iz slo,eas 0 1AVY Lo
LS WY game ;5 loars Suselen S, Jole (lyea s
(Adams & Prokopy 1980; Meadow ef al. 595 oo oolatn!
@il b 4o e 35,5 b lawl lag Y 1985; Solarska 2004)

O 093 Ged Slabad (0 98 by g g 00,5 @ 1, o
(Lucas & "\"&kao |) Q‘i O ubjw 9 ob; Cb}w |) EVv)
3og cudled 0,90 Job jo 510 (slag,Y Brodeur 2001)
Gl gle jew s L opdl oan AL oo Fel 0
3 day aloldd leazl (Ruzicka & Havelka 1998) oS o
S )d igdgo S (com @l G1y5 b g SIS ale>
- S8 5 4dsS 0,90 odd asS gleaid 3l goluss
(Helyer et al. 2003) & ,.5
rolie &y Joame adgi 5 08, sl 65)0laS Y saxe
oeied 5 SB 3kl Baes ol opl )l 5l slie
Hgdse el 039750 355 oRusd (pleeed 9 (Fim; SO
395 el (28 polie cp S slate 5 (n S gene 5l ()59
g 4l 3 Ses goanlBl Jole (n i fige 5 Cn e Oi9r
a4 SB s ool BB 53558 el 5 Ao aisn
bl ol lotsg Comel ol Ay 0l 6l (BB e
el 18,595 10 g0l el 5l LaogS B pae Cand g oo
g Lodigy gedguld; Wl oo (159,05 095 Bras (loj g laia
0595 355 dagycer B il Jige lap] o Sles Cule 5o
Olyz Sleds 0,5 5)ls 44 yoxie slo s 0lo o 5 ogdle
G Oz 995 Gl Ssdiee Sy e 4 540
oolbe Lulys oo GBI 5l S 0w lalS cowlus il
O 5L S nlple WS o el boant 08, (ol T,
Bran (je s 095wy Brac il S5 elr Cu S,
0595 (Malakouti 2005) cewl olS 5L L llas g ol 4
Sl g5 laal caims LS Lol lizl 5l (S leeas
olid sasie Slllae (Zhao et al. 2005) cuwl oads azlils
6Lm‘;f9 Sgape u.cl) ol.:f o 0)5)"") U’“"‘)B‘ aS Cowl ool
s (Zarghami et al. 2009; Fallahpour et al. 2015) g
(Nevo & Coll 2001; Hosseini et al. <81 &l i gl 8
S phn polie 4 ghlgzelS b anlie jo (ausen;ll
Soansl 5l xob (ledis 4355 Gl ply wisiels (590

doddlo

yac 0 GlallS Sladys ol aicelo 5l g )l soude 4
oaddl 5 by (Sare 4 os))liS Cuale hix es ol
aaS g (B la Saazmn g sole aslo g Sl ond Jhas
ol 5o Sledlbl £455 crizmen g o] (b poe g golaidl sl
OMans (npe 5l (S O9bon o35S 5g) 4 g, 4o se
las .aib oo byl sl o 5 BT (SlillS &Y game
losgy ke (5,588 DY gams me SBT (lgicas b |
Aphis gossypii Glover (Hemiptera: Aphididae).;Jl> aii
5 0392 &)l5e 5 LA jo Lol slaards o St 51 (So
Sl IS w00 0F (lje arals g mws 22515 Js
o2l (Blackman & Eastop 2000) ol oo g0l (soladl
Olpl )2 kS Ghan &)l g laailelS o) gk o )lus il
wodle cél pl (Zamani et al. 2006) cowl 00,51 34254
JUl g S 728 5 L g radiions o8 & 590 4 ipditans Ol
Wl S e O)ly Olas 55 (LS Slisslen lag g
ol il wgr 0uiSe —ouiy Ses wlehd leolaiul b 5]l
OAST WigT 50 35250 (LS 0y 5l i b g 00 S Elygm |,
25l omly ) Jpame 0,8kee 5 00l oS aexds ez g
Shaae 5 gl (905 glading 4 Jpame b ogeo i 00l
(Blackman & 545 o0 Jyame CutnS ol cel 0 ats
5 ool OIS 53859, (sil3dl 4 axg5 L Eastop 2000)
L oS o o BaSady (olS slaglow U
Sow 5l anles lag] J S a0 pladl olosds pgom ;1 ooliiwl
Sadles WS 9o (liond pae 3l Ay o oolitul K00
DB s Cglie olul «(65,9laS Y game EALS S pas
el Qlads 528y G ) 5 5 (e Sy sla S0yl
(Orlando et al. 1970) 34 o0 S|

Aphidoletes aphidimyza (Diptera: a.iy
Sl bas solais! sbo 518 51 S Cecidomyiidae)
ool laaslsds o oyl Sojglgm S lp del as
e S8 (nl deabs Glgiea and aisT A JBlas 090 oo
shlo olnl jo ,553s aisS (Yukawa et al. 1998) ol onls
OllS 3l el s HlalS (55 5 0392 gy Sljee b
$95 9 i V) o (LS50 9 58 lacale (S )
el aigS VY) clise laals 5l s by (2LS
455 3,5 s asy (Labbafi 1995) cowl oo svalive (i



£4

VAR (1) 4 als [ Sl bS50 60 30,5 s gy

Selss YV 9 VP lajlas 1o 5 090 e85l el V) -
D9 pgw £gi
9 Sl wlS piSem 50 59 955 Cuedl 4 4z b
ady slag,Y (ouli ASly ol hagh )0 (rmb Glieds
~dg (69, a8l e sl Al 3l 4dss o A aphidimyza
2 0595 055 Al polie Lol 20555 LS sla

g, g olge
Sl 5 obS 59

Sy Gplals 5o (V SILL)) g 08)) Hls oS
Sy g S Caond 90 (59l>) yo il VY glas )l g VY Lhad o
30wyl Game oBisly sighy alsdS jo (awle Cood
50, OO0 pud Cugb ) (gl a0 Ve Y leo
i asS Sob el i 5 oty el V5 (5,55 090
olelS cblix (gl wad oo (s)lal JbSe 59, 4w o GlalS
ot osiliigy (655 42,k b alS g5l (g55 il ales |
O

@ 00yl GlawldS 5l )Y & g0 A aphidimyza aiy
aslS )ls slaais 55, 5 Sysleer Jwoyl Sl IS
S (59, Lix glp lag,Y ains Jaie GllS o ouls
al> e y0 8IS0 Aty olulid wad ools Jl 3 al g4l> L
oole g 5 JelS &l i (Gagné 1971) b plosl JalS o i
Sz Sl g o s slmez (s oyl jloolizal b
x gD WY x VY x B ol 4y (o9 Byl 4 (55059
Srond )0 95 sl et Jie e Bl (Job x 2
o sl e il B x # olayl &y Hjgus g, ol lEgd
S35 Y S g, ol S g 0 ssilivgg i b5 5,55 L s
g oad 03ls )18 o S Y S ol (5, 5 sk e 4y
S Vb g, ol o) haw a5 (655 4 LS ol S S
Slo XU (55, g 0ad 0aildgy Csbye aiy b o S e
Shgo d oA (JulS Olis adss gl ol ools I3
oo aid] (ao,0 Yo ) e ol Jglome 40 g 00l o p (5,95
ay 055 Sl S ad ools )8 By, aloS ez )0
I gy i ke S5 Seadl iyl & Ay,
4 Ojore gobe 5l S0 e (ssy ptalel 5o eslial I L2
S 03ls (B9 e 99 sl Time &)90

Sged e 55 o0 (395 Slgome B Sl ogllae cod ST
(Aqueel & Leather ogi oyl olay 5 Joads desgeis
&b alavly & 03955 b ObLS (2935 iz e 2012)
23S S5 b pledis Gl 5 Jeodss 5,5 s
(Kagata ef al. sgi DBl Comex ialS el s 5 cpoy g
2005)

oyl slagliee 5 b Olods (o buly) (o) 50
‘6)59-7.‘1‘*‘-? s.u.l;ls ‘4.395 =y alo> )l [T R v Olalllas
b STy Pl (Badii ef al. 1999) »,.5 o &j50
O adasly pols Las 61, Solomon (1949) Lawgs b oyl
oolaiwl )5 I8 SO lawg ouds H IS0 dosb slawd g desb o515
9 (Holhng 1961) Sl 00 w).su Gul.v u,u..S‘j &5.' A D
Sl Sly asbos Sy Slpio )0 pow g pge gl
sty 1o (crmb (ledis QL] )0 (5550 Jelse g 5l52]
&l !l g (van Lenteren & Baker 1976) <SG5glam J a8
FB Cone S lgie 4 9 (Waage & Greathead, 1988)
(Hassell ol oo 7 lae SBI o359l 08 olin jo ax g8
Gl e sy il Bge sarbs pabs S, 1978)
(Poole 1974; aauy olis cuin iiSly 045 desb oS3
Hassell 1978)

S35 Giares 995 S L bl jo ol slagiegn
S0 el S Ojpe I8 - S GlapiSen
b ez 50,5 .56 Aqueel & Leather (2012) ¢ siogh
ol ;0 (oS ,o byl s 0,8 /¥ g < /Y o]V ao) (g,
Harmonia axyridis S jq0.sS b Sly g5, |, pasS
3 Rhopalosiphum padi L.) &Mé slaazis 4 cus Pallas
b iiSly g 09905 axllae (Sitobion avenae Fabricius
p90 €9 )l b ylas den o |, Sgauias Galize s, >l e
Hosseini lawgs ool ploxil yiogh )0 iz e 30,5 45158
NV e) 5y calibre Cand 4w b s oLS et al. (2018)
S5 B85 59, Ol b g (20055 (eligyn YV - 5 V7
s 5l 4dss o Hippodamia variegata (Goeze) S jga.isaS
POl ol STy aS ol lis b ol pwyp sl
Slow o oole Wl ol 1S9 9 pg0 £93 5l Lo dan (o



v P aly (U SS9 (595 (15950 995 ilite Zokaw 1/ 5K g 9 00

bl sloa sz
st SAS l381a 5 5l sslaial b al> 1o g0 45 Wnosls 4550
5 MU Sly g9 s Jol gl al> 0 (SAS 2002) o
ooy 5 (@) o gy slayially o550 Jolis pgo al>ye
Oy Ay 4 ol 2S1y g9 g (Th) (lows
(Trexler & Travis ob cpuss 53 dolee &b 5l g S
:1993)
Ne _ exp(Py + PiNy + P,No* + P3No*)
No 1+ exp(Py + PNy + PNy + P3N,*)

doxb a sl oST5 No 0dds 03,95 doab olaws Ne calasl, ol jo
9 (39 42,0) P2 (S5 4> ,0) P (lase 51 (2,9) Po ol o
083 (yesd Jow lawgd a5 ailie oo ol)l (4w 4> 0) P3
g s

L (7)o ol 5 (@) alo 55 (slo iy (ppn
a5 el SAS ey o e ga)S) 5l eslitul
03,95 ldasb 35l> pac 4y a>45 L (Juliano 2001)
392y Jae b aosls ¢ iulesl Jobo jo oyl slass ralS 5 o0l
(Rogers 1972) wus oolo o3l

N, = Ny {1 - exp [a (TyN, —T)]}

dosls 0lasi Np 0os 00,55 dosls dlawi N, oles ol jo
Sae T g olows ley T cdlox 735 a )8 IS804y oo &Sl
3l Ghalesl ol

sjles o (b STy sleyully sanlie sl
0 oolaiwl oS 5 alolee 3l alises

Ny =No{1— exp [-(a
+ Do (T — (Tp+ Dra()INa ) 1}

g yoo das et SOy S Gl (g e f dolis (il yo

ko ol b 09 oo 4235 a5 50 )T (gl G sae pgs e o

Jlowd 90 0 Th g a Jlade o o gxe BB 5929 Dy 9 Dy

a s S lp alos @Y G0 Oyle a WS o atuiee |

e Dglds gl e w8 S a5 s at Dy Ko Jled gl

Aoz 5 50 o Sre Dglds 0929 cxmolis e LDy o

wlie (g, 4 5o Jlesd 99 e (sl ooy bl e Lo 50

S38le 5 5l eolaiwl b W loges pus, (Juliano 2001) ol s lis
2% plxl Excel

SFedl ey ool JLs ladisy 5l 5l il adsl Comaz
o s Gaslesr Ghes)l Gime oRiils ciaghy allnls
laads i Jiie wllS o ot azilS 5ol (g5, ololid
4 O3sr Glalejl 9y50 Slatumd ;o aidly ul; LS (s,
0y b il ool gy Jud dw lp Ao O jse
pllo Gl 5 00l 05 LSS 59, wiz yo GlS (e
Se Jads 4l IS U aiad eogdl ol 4y LS il
oizlej] ploeil o3

J1S 09l &y90 ) (5955 095 rhaw 4w g3y cnl 5
L olyan 1S 5 p,SslS Yer 100 v Juli (doyo ¥9
Sl e (28,5 )18 (o) 2 3590 (955 (go) el Lo
[0V oS5 A 358 6095 ol 1) e SIS e
b bslse &30 41 5 (A5 1o 5 o5 /) -Y8 5 -/ V54
045l b sladig sl 5l eslitul lals S
s ooliial o stalojl el )0 (139555 ol cnl 51 o 2
oS ragilo Vel a 5,0 Byl p0 ol (13515 (laloj]
Lol (oo 595 sl ez shd 4 (Hyge s Gl
o J3ls ol ploil gy ol oniliigy g b (6595 b g ol
o3l 8 05 Wby 5, )F (o s 45 S Sy 650 B0
g San Bl 5 pead sl Ceand ) oS,y cpl
Sl zs 5l exSslr glp ol ailes g oud ool 13 T (gl
4d 0y 4w g 95 Slooyg 5l (S S g 0D Sgdee 4y b
Y et i e g Jali il o515 i s sl
o Lno g5 4 b i 5y (55, garedd 5l oolitl L YF 415
DAL S5 s Mg s S j3 (59, U ol o0ls Ceo )8 el
el Vo S0 & oS A aphidimyza aiy o9, 4z )Y
55 9y 6 b o S o o 452l o5 a5
s syt amtle syt 3 ] ol sl i el
el VA 5l e 5555 (glag,¥ b oLy cygihos b (6,5
O ylens oaile 005y (gloars dlass g BA> (6,0 Bg,b s )
A Cud g dalee 00l 00,95 slaand slaws oyl (g9, 5l g
gl e pagmands 42,3 YO 41 slad o 0, BB o oo
St g lidy) Celw V7 (5590 0)90 5 w0y P D (s
s 2 40 4l (S| 5o sl Gialesl o plosl (K6 celo
Jsb 5o ead 00,55 ladesb ol IS5 L Can (59,50
s Sl Gl



\A!

VAR () 4wl [ (S 50lS )0 (60 0,1 s g}

il b 50 ol (slag )Y bl s ()59 bt polde
e Oype ]y 093 S (e (S p s, Rl as (ST
sylas ;o [FIKS cpl das oo lid a5 wisls iuldl s
03g0d Joe wgSae o515 dr disly Sy 4 ()5 s calise

3 S g 55 (b e el s bl

b isn s Cadle () Jgu) 09 e ol den
Cns A. aphidimyza 4y 9 pgo £45 b (1iSTly ,Sbles
L ool (20055 g all (ylalS (g9, a8l 5y, sl al

olS 9, Aphidoletes aphidimyza iy ¢,Y lawgs oals 00,53 Aphis gossypii ;o 4l Cons Stz fygaw S ) 43205 ) J9us

595 Al polie jo Al wl) LS
Table 1. Logistic regression of the proportion of Aphis gossypii eaten by Aphidoletes aphidimyza larvae on the cucumber
plants amended with different nitrogen fertilizer levels.

Nitrogen (Kg/ha) Parameter Estimate Standard Error 1 P

Py 0.6826 0.4166 2.69 0.1013

0 Py -0.0872 0.0643 1.84 0.1750
P 0.000886 0.00213 0.17 0.6769

Py 1.1395 0.4309 6.99 0.0082

100 Py -0.1185 0.0656 3.26 0.0708
P 0.00155 0.00215 0.52 0.4726

Py 1.9318 0.4709 16.83 <0.0001

150 Py -0.1991 0.0696 8.19 0.0042
P 0.00401 0.00224 3.21 0.0732

Py 5.8678 1.7409 11.36 0.0008

200 Py -0.9733 0.4354 5.00 0.0254
P, 0.0561 0.0325 2.99 0.0839
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Figure 1. Functional response curves of Aphidoletes aphidimyza larvae to Aphis gossypii reared on the cucumber plants
amended with different nitrogen fertilizer levels. The points and solid lines represent the observed response and Roger’s
model prediction, respectively.
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Table 2. Parameters estimated by the random predator equation, evaluating functional response of Aphidoletes
aphidimyza larvae to Aphis gossypii reared on the cucumber plants amended with different nitrogen fertilizer levels.

Attack rate (a£SE) (h™")

Handling time (74£SE) (h)

Nitrogen (Kg/ha) 1) (€I v R
: S o e
200 0.1512 + 0.0237 1.4646 £ 0.1017 1229  0.88

(0.1035 - 0.1989)

(1.2601 - 1.6692)

Aphidoletes aphidimyza aiy oY Sliws by s alea> #5 glo el )l anlin glp oS 5 aloles b oads 005 ppess polie .Y Jgoo

059y alitre polie j0 00,5 0y LS LS (g9, 4Bl e, Aphis gossypii Gl ad 4 Cous

Table 3. The estimated parameters using combined equation for comparison of attack rate and handling time of
Aphidoletes aphidimyza larvae to Aphis gossypii reared on the cucumber plants amended with different nitrogen fertilizer

levels.
Nitrogen treatments Parameter Estimate  Standard Error Confidence Interval (95%)

(Kg/ha) lower upper
0-100 D, 0.0240 0.0224 -0.0205 0.0685

Dy 0.0667 0.3307 -0.5900 0.7233

0-150 D, 0.0341 0.0219 -0.00937 0.0776

Dy -0.2272 0.2972 -0.8173 0.3628

0-200 D, 0.0851 0.0300 0.0255 0.1448

D -0.3403 0.2673 -0.8710 0.1905

100 - 150 D, 0.0101 0.0237 -0.0370 0.0571

Dy -0.2939 0.2462 -0.7828 0.1950

100 - 200 D, 0.0611 0.0303 0.000918 0.1213

D -0.4070 0.2154 -0.8347 0.0207

150 - 200 D, 0.0510 0.0292 -0.00701 0.1091

Dy -0.1131 0.1781 -0.4668 0.2407
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