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Abstract

The present study aimed to analyze 50 years of research in the field of psychotherapy using
scientometric indicators. Any retraining process to help a patient using psychological care
methods is called psychotherapy. The method of research is a descriptive survey. 13816 articles
indexed in Web of Science from 1968 to 2018 in the field of psychotherapy constitute the
research population. Histcite and VOSviewer are used for the analysis of collected data. Findings
showed that the publication of articles in the psychotherapy field had an increasing trend in these
years. The total number of authors was 19866 and the mean number of authors per article is 1.4.
These articles were published in 1333 journals, of which 3611 (26.1%) articles were published in
10 leading journals. The Psychotherapy Journal with 576 (4.2%) article is the most productive
journal of the field in term of publishing articles and is ranked second in term of LCS and GCS.
6636 universities and institutions had participated in the publishing of this field’s articles, of
which 1668 (12%) articles have published by 10 leading universities. The Harvard University
with 323 (2.4 %) articles is the most productive university as well as first ranked in term of LCS
(1538) and GCS (9543). further, findings showed that Iranian authors with 15 published articles
are ranked 40 in the psychotherapy field. Finally, this research represents the scientific structure
of the filed which reveals leading articles and leading authors.
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