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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study the issue of evil from the perspective of Ibn Maimon in
Judaism and Imam Muhammad al-Ghazali in Islam. Ibn Maimun does not consider evil to be issued
from God because he believes that anti-existence has no actuality and all evils are non-existent to
which no act belongs unless the matter has existed by its nature and therefore matter causes
corruption and evil. With Ibn Maimon, he considered evil to be material, and God free from evil, and
always considered God to be pure good, and he considered the world to be good and the evil in
which man is placed to be due to human existence. Al-Ghazali also emphasizes that good and evil are
from God and he who does not know evil from God is ignorant. In the sense that God does not
create evil for evil, and God's purpose in creating evil is actually to achieve a greater good. According
to Ghazali, the ambiguity about the compatibility of God's mercy and the existence of evil is due to a
misunderstanding of the true meaning of mercy. The conclusion is that Ibn Maimun considers evil to
be non-existent and considers the principle of its existence to be due to factors such as ignorance and
the limited power of man, and considers evil to be due to the human nature of individuals; Al-
Ghazali, on the other hand, considers God to have created evil and good together and considers the
principle of evil to be a factor in achieving greater and unknown good.
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Among the various thinkers in the field of good and evil, theologians believe that the world
is dominated by a single absolute being who rules it with absolute wisdom, providence,
power, and justice. People refer word evil to the someone or something that is morally evil.
But the philosophers and theologians, believing more broadly in the semantic scope of the
word evil, referred to all the evils and problems of human life under this heading for
centuries. They distinguished moral evils, such as wars, crimes, suicides, and their
detrimental effects on human life, from natural evils, such as diseases and the effects of
severe earthquakes and hurricanes. The attitude of religions towards the issue of evil can be
divided into three main categories: a) Religions that have their roots in Hinduism, such as
Brahmins, Buddhism, Sikhs, etc. B) Religions that believed in good and evil as separate
sources: the most important of which is the religion of Zoroaster, they believe in gods for
good and they believe in evils as a separate independent reality; ¢) Abrahamic religions
(Judaism, Christianity, Islam); they have not denied the existence and reality of evils, nor
have they believed in two gods.

Moses ben Maimon's views on the issue of evil

Moses ben Maimon is one of the great Jewish scholars. Influenced by many Muslim
thinkers, especially Averroes and Imam Muhammad Al Ghazali, he pays special attention to
the issue of evil and creation, and is influenced by the law of Moses, the views of Plato and
Aristotle. Evil is often due to humans’ sin. And he considered the absence of evil as a factor
for the defect in the origin of the creation of the universe. Personal suffering is often the
result of sin and corruption. Natural disasters such as earthquakes, hurricanes and diseases
are not the result of humans’ sin, but are part of the natural system. The most important
justification for moral evil in his view is the autonomy of man. Rather, God created good
and wherever there is no good, the evil is present. Moses ben Maimon principle: The
current state of an object cannot be generalized to its former state of being. The rules within
a system are fundamentally different from the rules of the system itself.

Moses ben Maimon, like other Jews, considers God to be benevolent and just, but
considers matters of evil to be a source of God's wrath, which is also due to man's sin, but
in general the issue of God's mercy and benevolence is greater than evil. The being lover of
God's justice and the creation of the wotld on the basis of justice is one of the
characteristics of the beliefs of the Jews and Moses ben Maimon. The Jews according to the
Old Testament consider God to have absolute knowledge and believe that God foretells
good and evil deeds and knows everything that will happen in the future. Therefore, God,
who has this feature in knowledge, must also be aware of minor matters. Man is not able to
know and understand the knowledge of God because the knowledge of God is not
“Created” and is “Eternal” and God is aware of the non-existents.

Al-Ghazali's views on the issue of evil

Abu Hamid Muhammad Al-Ghazali, one of the greatest men of Sufism in the fifth century
AH, wrote the famous book “The Incoherence of the Philosophers”. In this book, he has
raised fourteen issues on philosophers and, in his opinion, has revealed the contradictions of
philosophers. Types of evil from his point of view: the pains and misfortunes that man
himself is responsible for them. Sufferings and misfortunes caused by other human beings
who are divine creatures. Disasters that are the result of the laws of nature and attributed to
God.

Al-Ghazali emphasizes that good and evil are from God and everyone who does not
know evil from God is ignorant. Of course, this statement by Al-Ghazali does not mean
that God creates evil for evil, but that God's purpose in creating evil is in fact to achieve a
greater good. Both Al-Ghazali and Moses ben Maimon, in explaining the problem of evil,
emphasize that every calamities and bitterness in the universe is not only evil in relation to
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the whole universe, but also is good. He believes that since the end of evils, pains and
sufferings leads to the good and benefit of human beings, in fact, these matters cannot be
referred to as real evils.

Conclusion

Moses ben Maimon does not consider evil originated from God because anti-existence has
no actuality. Al-Ghazali emphasizes that good and evil are from God and that God's
purpose in creating evil is in fact to achieve a greater good. Moses ben Maimon says that
natural evil is an inseparable part of the universe. Al-Ghazali considers God as the natural
and evil pain source caused by human will and it is the same as justice and wisdom. Moses
ben Maimon: Social evil versus good is not common in any city in the world. Al-Ghazali:
The common denominator of the natural system and the social system is that both are the
product of divine will and wisdom. Moral evil from the point of view of Moses ben
Maimon: All these kinds of evils are subject to vices. Al-Ghazali believes that moral evil is
the sin of man. Moses ben Maimon: Man has ability, power and authority, but this authority
is originated from divine providence and will. Al-Ghazali: The will of man is subject to the
God’s wisdom, providence, judgment and the fate. Moses ben Maimon's view on the causal
system of the world: The present state of the object cannot be generalized to its former state
of being. Al-Ghazali's view: The principle of causality is unfounded. Moses ben Maimon's
view on the existence of God: There is an omnipotent and good God, and all kinds of
humans’ evils originated from their individual characteristics. Al-Ghazali: This world (its
good and evil) is determined by divine judgment, assigned by divine will, and realized by
divine power.
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