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Abstract
According to Heidegger, Afetheia is a category by which one can understand the
relationship between phronesis and Agathon; because Heidegger has used Aletheia
in its Greek sense, i.c. disclosure and openness and not true in the sense of
correspondence with the reality. Having accepted Aletheia as disclosure and
openness, the relationship between phronesis and Agathon becomes possible in
two ways. Firstly, phronesis, as conceived by Heidegger, refers to a mode of
disclosure and openness or to put it more precisely, a mode of the existence
of Dasein which is related to praxis and action and leads Dasein towards the best
action, i.e. existential being. Agathon is also the source of Aletheia. To put it
otherwise, it is the source of disclosure and openness as well as the source of
being and Dasein. Secondly, Heidegger does not attribute the transcendence in
Agathon to any supra-temporal and spatial existence, i.e. God, rather to Dasein
himself. Said differently, Agathon includes the being and existing capabilities in
Dasecin and the latter’s transcendence lies in passing through the existing
condition and reaching existential being which is possible through overcoming
the habits and reaching disclosure and openness. Thus, Agathon is the
touchstone of the behaviors of Dasein. This is what Heidegger refers to as the
call of conscience in his discussion of phronesis and considers it a basis for
phronetic action; this is a call that comes from Dasein and invites him to reach a
mode of existential being that would allow it to know himself as a Dasein and
act according to it.
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Introduction

The relationship of Agathon or the idea of Good to phronesis is one of the topics
that can be discussed by Heidegger since it is possible to make such an
explanation in light of the interpretations Heidegger has made in his numerous
works of phronesis and Agathon.

(Idea of Good) in Plato

The Idea of Good is one of the most important Plato teachings that have been
discussed in numerous treatises, such as the Republic, Phaedrus, Phaedo, and
The Symposium. The Agathon or the Good Idea {for Plato} is the idea of ideas.
It should be noted that there are many interpretations of Plato's view of the
Agathon and its reconciliation with God, etc.

Interpretation of the Agathon or the idea of Good

Should be noted that Heidegger does not consider Agathon's translation of a
good idea to be a proper and proper translation, while Agathon in Platonic works
have translated the idea of Good or Good. In discussing Agathon, Heidegger
believes that Agathon is the source and origin of Aletheia. For Heidegger Althias,
in fact, is self-discovery, and Agathon is the source of discovery and openness.

(Phronesis relationship with Agathon or the idea of Good)

Speaking, there are two major views regarding moral and educational perceptions
of Agathon in Heidegger’s viewpoint. Some philosophers like Gadamer believe
that Heidegger has focused on the aspect of disclosure and openness and
Alethoen in the Agathon and neglected the moral and educational aspects of it.
Some others like Snyder contend that moral and educational aspects of Agathon
cannot be denied in Heidegger’s view. By evaluation these two aforementioned
perspectives and also Heidegger’s works in which he has discussed the notion of
Agathon, one can vividly see the moral and educational interpretation of
Heidegger of Agathon. In fact, one can say that Heidegger in his discussion of
Agathon as the first priority has alluded to Aletheia and its aspect of disclosure
and openness; however, it does not mean that he has been neglectful of Paideia
and moral aspect of Agathon; because the concept of Agathon is not separable
from Paideia in Heideggerian sense at all. He considered Paideia to be a turn
towards Agathon and reaching disclosure and openness. Actually, Aletheia, as
conceived by Heidegger, is a category by which one can explain the relationship
between Agathon and Phronesis; because Heidegger has used Aletheia in its
Greek sense, ie. disclosure and openness and not true in the sense of
correspondence with the reality.

To Heidegger, Agathon is the source of disclosure and openness, or to put it
more precisely, the source of being or even the Being itself; insofar as Heidegger
declares that Agathon is Being and also being in its real sense. In other words,
Agathon is both Being and being. He has even regarded something beyond Being
and believes that it is simultaneously the source of Being and disclosure and
openness; while, Phronesis is also a mode of Being and a mode of disclosure and



openness. In fact, according to Heidegger, Phronesis is a mode of Dasein’s
existence that is related to praxis or action and leads Dasein to an existential
mode of being. Moreover, Heidegger has attributed the transcendence of being
in Agathon not to any sublime entity that is trans-temporal and trans-spatial, i.e.
God, rather to a finite and limited being called Dasein (Being-There). Given this
interpretation, Agathon exists in Dasein’s existence and in one sense we can state
that it is equal to conscience in Heidegger’s view which is the Dasein itself and
invites it to reach self-knowledge. As a result, Agathon in Heidegger can be
considered to be a criterion and touchstone of Phronetic action.
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Being 5o 4 5 Sl (e 3 5 ol o290 &5 9 (st llao g2 5l 2l jils SISLL 0 8
Gl 05 AL g

ZUCKET, ) 5,155 3535 M1 ¢ isbMol (igi8T )5 ol s oS el (o3lydl dlas 51 ,ablS Y
(1996: 72

sfsn ol oy ) Sl A

Qyabov, meoag, any seeing is already, and above all, related to the light The

understanding of Being is brought to completion in seeing. Being through the

1Sea."something seen"; Being through the Gya06v. the "for the sake of which,"

the "end." The Idea of the good is Being in the proper sense and is a being in

the proper sense» (Heidegger, 2008: 117).

ply o Sl ol cul p iagt lie 3 WSS gmen Swle Gly—ude (S Jl e p Ll A
Kirkland, ) cul cus)sb 515 3029 pogas 13 bl (s Smoge § 6100, ol (yd 42 Sule
(2007: 96

Solye yols Jlides 3 9 39y 00 4 4 Bho g s (line 93y truth ojlg &S cowl S5 & p5Y Y.
Cadly slzo & s & Canl gBly b cdllas 9 o truth

S e ol oopad ol 3 Sals )

"preparatory survey of the Modes of alethien (episteme, techne, nous, sophia and phronesis)”

LDy i Logad ol pd €Cdids Ol sbMél 656 Wlis > Swla VY

But what is more, this orientation as a turning toward . . . alone fulfills the

essence of .. as a turning around. Thus the fulfillment of the essence of

“education” can be achieved only in the region of, and on the basis of, the
most unhidden, i.e., the, i.e., the truest, i.e., truth in the proper sense. The
essence of “education” is grounded in the essence of “truth [aletheia]»

(Heidegger, 1998: 170).
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