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The Concept of Security and its Position in the Political
Theory of the Caliph-Sultan from the Perspectives of the
Islamic Thinkers

R. Arabkhani*

Abstract

Caliph-Sultan theory was in fact the reproduction of the pragmatic
conditions of the Islamic society. On one hand, the emergence of
governing families and especially Turks as the military arms of the
Islamic countries led to the establishment of the Sultan's power and the
spiritual authority of the Caliph. On the other hand, Islamic thinkers
invented the theory of the Caliph-Sultan to jurisprudentially justify the
new order as one of the other methods of gaining power. There are two
symmetrical approaches in this theory, as the two sides of the same coin.
In the first approach, political thinkers seek to justify the system of
domination (the overthrow of the king over Islamic countries through
military force) jurisprudentially and to express establishing security as
the main reason for this confirmation. Therefore, the issues of overcome
and security are the main essences of this theory which could be
understood in a mutual relationship. In this paper, we try to examine and
analyze the security issue with respect to the opinions of some thinkers
such as Nizam al-Mulk, Ghazali and Al-Mawardi within the framework
of the theory of the Caliph-Sultan.

Keywords: Security, Theory of Caliph_ Sultan, the Political Thought of
Iran and Islam.
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— Gibb, Hamilton Alexander: Studies on the Civilization of Islam,
London , 1962.



