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Investigating and Analyzing the Bread Uproar Event in
Isfahan and Hajj Mohammad Ja'far Khansari's Murder
(1911)

S. R. Abtahi®
A. A. Jafari?
M. Nouraei®

Abstract

In the course of the rebellion which occurred on May 6, 1911 due to
the shortage of bread and grain expensiveness in the city of Isfahan, Hajj
Mohammad Ja'far Khansari, the city's deputy mayor, was horrifically
killed and some of the newly established institutions of the city were
destroyed. Various narratives have been expressed to analyze this
incident. This article tries to study and analyze this event based on the
available narratives, the factors of power in the city of Isfahan and the
conditions prevailing in the city at that time. It tries to identify the
complexities of the event with an emphasis on the incident of Khansari's
murder. Accordingly, the main question of the research is: How did the
problem of bread and grain shortage in Isfahan in the year 1911 lead to
the struggle of various factors of power in the city? This research
implements a descriptive-analytical method. The data is collected using
the written sources and newspapers published at that time. The findings
of the research showed that various factors of power in Isfahan tried to
pull each other out of the realm of power and strike each other due to the
prevailing conditions in the city resulting from the occurrence of the
Constitutional Revolution. They killed Mohammad Ja'far Khansari in a
fabricated rebellion under the pretext of bread shortage and they
plundered and destroyed a number of civil institutions in the city.

Keywords: The Bread Uproar, Isfahan, Constitutionalism, Mohammad
Ja'far Khansari, Civil Institutions.
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