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Abstract
The study and analysis of the content of the book Rostam-al-Tawarikh by Muhammad Hashim Asif, known

as Rostam-al-Hikma, indicates that the collapse of the Safavid state is one of the key and prominent topics in
his historiography. Therefore, the present article, by collecting data from the documentary-library type and
using a descriptive-analytical approach, seeks to answer the main question: What was Rostam-al-Hikma's
view and approach to the collapse of the Safavid state? The findings of this study show that Rostam-al-
Hikma, in addition to paying attention to the role of political and military factors, adopted a functionalist
approach based on a kind of cultural historiography relying on the intellectual and ideological aspects of the
social structure, examined and pathologically analyzed the decline and collapse of the Safavid state. In other
words, it should be said that Mohammad Hashem Asif, with his unique and innovative approach, has
considered the collapse of the Safavid government to be due to the dysfunction of the system and apparatus
of that government in various cultural, social, etc. sectors. This means that the agents of the various military
and state institutions and organizations of the Safavid government, who previously caused the stability and
consistency of the government and society through mutual dependence, interdepartmental coordination, and
the performance of their respective duties, during the reign of Shah Sultan Hussein, by abandoning their
specific functions and duties, either turned to excessive ambition and interference in unrelated matters or
performed their duties with laziness and weakness. As a result of such a situation, the structure of the
Safavid government has become inefficient and has gradually begun to decline and collapse.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

One of the most significant consequences of the collapse of the Safavid dynasty was its impact on the trajectory
and orientation of Iranian historiography in the post-Safavid era. Among the historical texts from this period,
Rostam al-Tawarikh—authored by Mohammad Hashem Asef, known as Rostam al-Hokama—stands out as a
source that places considerable emphasis on the causes and circumstances surrounding the fall of the Safavid
state. The content of this work reveals that the author approached the analysis of the Safavid collapse from a
perspective distinct from that of other historians. Consequently, examining and deconstructing this unique
viewpoint is of significant research importance; it serves to clarify the specific perspective and approach
adopted by Rostam al-Hokama—a key historian of the post-Safavid era—regarding the fall of the Safavid
dynasty.

Materials & Methods

Regarding the research methodology, this study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing
documentary and library-based data collection methods. Consequently, the statistical population consists of
documents and sources pertaining to the historiographical perspective found in Rostam al-Tavarikh concerning
the decline and collapse of the Safavid state; the study aims to present an account of this subject by drawing
upon available sources and documents.

Research Findings

An examination of the historiographical approach in Rostam al-Tawarikh regarding the causes of the fall of the
Safavid dynasty reveals that the author’s perspective is both comprehensive and multifaceted. According to
Rostam al-Tawarikh, the primary factors contributing to the collapse of this dynasty included the abandonment
of the laws and traditions that sustained state affairs by the Shah and his officials; the erosion of national unity,
fueled by intensifying religious intolerance on the part of the Shah and the religious establishment; the Shah’s
own misinterpretation and misunderstanding of the guidance and directives provided by religious figures; and
the transfer of the reins of government into the hands of ignorant, incompetent, and treacherous officials.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

An examination of the historiographical approach employed in Rostam al-Tawarikh regarding the collapse of
the Safavid state reveals that the author’s perspective is distinct and innovative compared to that of other
historians. Moving beyond the conventional focus on political and military factors, the author analyzes the fall
of the Safavids through a lens of cultural historiography, framed within a structural-functionalist approach. In
other words, according to functionalist theory, had all the institutions and pillars of the Safavid state properly
fulfilled their specific roles and functions, the cultural, social, and political order would not have been
jeopardized, nor would the state’s political structure have been compromised. Consequently, the failure to seek
remedies for these crises and challenges led to the state’s dysfunction and, ultimately, its collapse. It is
important to note that while the character and actions of Shah Sultan Husayn accelerated the fall of the Safavid
dynasty, the historical trajectory of the decline suggests that the process began long before his reign; thus,
attributing the entire blame to his period of rule falls short of a profound, comprehensive, and realistic
diagnostic analysis.
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