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Abstract
Jameh-ye fath (Victory Garments) are among the most significant ritual and symbolic textiles of the

Islamic world. While they were widely used in Iran from the Safavid period onward, they reached
their peak during the Qajar era, embodying a fusion of religious beliefs, folk culture, and notions of
physical and spiritual protection. However, from the late Qajar period onward, coinciding with the
intellectual and social transformations of the Constitutional Revolution, this dress tradition
gradually declined. The present study aims to explain the relationship between the decline of
Jameh-ye fath and the socio-cultural changes of this period. It asks: to what extent did the decline
of these garments reflect the transformation of Iran’s epistemological system and social values in
the transition from tradition to modernity? Drawing on the reflection approach in the sociology of
art and employing interpretive analysis, the study examines five surviving examples of Qajar
Jameh-ye fath preserved in museums in Iran and around the world. The findings reveal that the
decline of these garments was not merely a consequence of changing artistic tastes or shifts in
fashion. Rather, it reflected deeper socio-cultural transformations of the Constitutional era,
including the expansion of modern education, the rise of new medical knowledge, changing
attitudes toward the body and health, the gradual weakening of talismanic beliefs, and the
transformation of dress patterns. These factors collectively undermined the ritual function of
Jameh-ye fath and led to its gradual obsolescence. From this perspective, the study demonstrates
that the transformation of a dress tradition can be interpreted as a reflection of broader changes in
the intellectual, cultural, and social structures of Iranian society on the threshold of modernity.
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Introduction

During the Qajar period, the Jameh-e Fath (Victory Garment) or talismanic shirt, in connection with religious
beliefs, popular culture, talismans, prayers, protection, and political legitimacy, acquired a symbolic and social
function. This clothing tradition gradually declined in the late Qajar period. The main problem of the research is
as follows: according to reflection theory, artistic and cultural works can present an image of the social and
historical conditions of their time (Alexander, 1393 [2014]: 58-69). From this perspective, Qajar Jameh-e Fath
garments, which emerged as ritual and symbolic objects from a cultural context based on protective and
talismanic beliefs, lost their function and prevalence in the late Qajar period, simultaneously with the
intellectual and social transformations of the Constitutional era. The research seeks to determine why and how
this process of decline occurred. The study of Qajar Jameh-e Fath garments is not merely the study of a
historical object; rather, it is an attempt to understand part of the cultural transformations of Iranian society in
the transition from tradition to modernity. Despite numerous studies on the artistic and calligraphic aspects of
Jameh-e Fath garments, no study has analyzed these works within the framework of reflection theory and in
connection with the social transformations of the Constitutional era. This gap justifies the necessity of the
present research.

The innovation of this research lies in combining reflection theory (sociology of art) with cultural history to
analyze Jameh-e Fath garments. Unlike previous studies that have addressed only artistic aspects, this research,
for the first time, interprets the decline of Jameh-e Fath garments as a reflection of Iranian society's transition
from tradition to modernity.

In order to answer this question, it is necessary to address three subsidiary questions as well:

1. What written, symbolic, and visual characteristics do Qajar Jameh-e Fath garments possess that turn them
into a "cultural document"?

2. How are these characteristics linked to the beliefs, values, and social structures of Qajar society?

3. Which of the transformations of the Constitutional era (education, medicine, clothing, economy) had the

greatest impact on the decline of this tradition?

The research is fundamental in terms of its objective and descriptive-analytical in terms of its method. The
method of data collection is library- and document-based, and the data have been gathered through historical
sources, books, scholarly articles, theses, and existing examples of Jameh-e Fath garments in museums in Iran
and around the world. The method of data analysis is qualitative, carried out as interpretive analysis based on
reflection theory in five steps.

Materials & Methods
The examination of the five samples also showed that calligraphy did not merely play a decorative role; rather,

it was the principal organizer of the visual structure of the garments. The scripts Thuluth, Naskh, Tawqi',
Muhaqqgag, and Ghubar, in addition to conveying the text, shaped the geometric structure and visual rhythm of
the work (Rahimi, 1396 [2017]: 33-39; Azimi Sayyad, 1393 [2014]: 52). The sample belonging to the year
1202 AH (Figure 3), through the simultaneous use of Thuluth, Tawqi', and Ghubar scripts, is a clear example of
this feature (Asemeh, 1397 [2018]: 89; Ismaeili, 1399 [2020]: 64). This visual organization is itself a reflection
of Qajar society's attitude toward the relationship between sacred text, artistic form, and protective function.
These very calligraphic complexities gradually gave way to simplicity and practicality in the Constitutional
period and became one of the signs of the decline of Jameh-e Fath garments.

Research Findings

The results of the functional classification of the elements present on the garments showed that the extracted
data can be categorized into three main groups:

A — Repelling evil and protection: Surah al-Falag, Surah al-Nas, Ayat al-Kursi, talismanic tables

B — Attracting victory and triumph: Surah al-Fath, Surah al-Saff, the phrase "Nasr min Allah wa Fath Qarib"
C — Religious and political legitimacy: The Beautiful Names of God, Joshan-e Kabir, the names of the Imams

Copyright ©The authors Publisher: University of Tabriz
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(PBUH), Shiite symbols
The overall results indicate that Jameh-e Fath garments, in terms of written and symbolic elements, bring
together a coherent collection of religious, talismanic, astrological, and protective themes—a collection that is
repeated in all examined samples with differences in the manner of execution. This internal coherence shows
that Jameh-e Fath garments were not the product of individual choices; rather, they reflect a collective and
shared semantic system in Qajar society. The process of the decline of the Jameh-e Fath in interaction with
social transformations is depicted in Figure 2.
Figure 2 — The process of the decline of the Jameh-e Fath in the late Qajar period

Increased contact with the West

Expansion of modern education
Increase in public literacy
Growth of scientific attitude in confronting phenomena
Decline in belief in talismans

Decline of the Jameh-e Fath
Table 2 — Correspondence of the components of reflection theory with the research findings (Authors).

Row Symbolic theme in the Jameh-e Fath Component of reflection theory
1 Reflection of religious and superstitious beliefs At reflects society
2 Formation in the context of traditional society Art is a product of historical conditions
3 Decline of the Jameh-e Fath after the Constitutional era Change in society causes change in art
4 Presence of Shiite and national symbols Works of art carry cultural values
5 Replacement of modern clothing Art is transformed by social changes

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The decline of Jameh-e Fath garments in the late Qajar period cannot be considered merely the result of a
change in artistic taste, a transformation in clothing, or the stagnation of traditional arts; rather, this
phenomenon reflects a simultaneous transformation in three fundamental domains of Iranian society: First, a
transformation in the epistemic system: from the dominance of sacred, talismanic, and supernatural explanations
toward scientific and rational attitudes. Second, a change in social and cultural identity: with the gradual
formation of the concept of the citizen, the expansion of modern education, and the increase in public
awareness. Third, a transformation in the symbolic system of society: in which traditional clothing gradually
gave way to European clothing as a symbol of modernity, progress, and new identity. In this way, the decline of
Jameh-e Fath garments, more than being a change in the domain of art or clothing, is a sign of Iranian society's
transition from tradition to modernity and the rearrangement of its semantic system on the threshold of the
Constitutional era. The decline of Jameh-e Fath garments in the late Qajar period cannot be considered merely
the result of a change in artistic taste, a transformation in clothing, or the stagnation of traditional arts; rather,
this phenomenon reflects a simultaneous transformation in the epistemic system, socio-cultural identity, and
symbolic system of Iranian society. In this way, the decline of Jameh-e Fath garments, more than being a
change in the domain of art or clothing, is a sign of Iranian society's transition from tradition to modernity and
the rearrangement of its semantic system on the threshold of the Constitutional era.

The analysis of five samples showed that these garments possess a coherent combination of three semiotic
layers: written elements (Quranic verses, prayers, the Beautiful Names of God, passages from Joshan-e Kabir),
symbolic elements (talismanic tables, the twelve zodiac signs, vegetal and animal motifs), and visual-executive
elements (calligraphy in Thuluth, Naskh, Tawgi', and Ghubar scripts in the form of geometric compositions).
The coexistence of these three layers in a single semantic system turns the Jameh-e Fath from mere clothing
into a cultural document that makes possible the re-reading of the mental structures of the society that produced
it. The findings showed that these elements reflect an epistemic system in which the boundary between religion,
traditional medicine, occult sciences, and political legitimacy was not clear. The three main identified
functions—repelling evil, attracting victory, and religious-political legitimacy—were tied to specific social
structures: the prevalence of belief in talismans among women and the general public on the one hand, and its
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simultaneous use in the court and among political elites to consolidate legitimacy on the other. This correlation
had turned the Jameh-e Fath into a medium for reproducing the social and belief order of Qajar society.

Based on the evidence of this research, three factors had a direct and traceable impact on the decline of Jameh-e
Fath garments: the expansion of modern education and the increase in public literacy, which replaced sacred
and talismanic explanations with a scientific attitude toward phenomena; the prevalence of modern medicine,
which diminished the therapeutic-protective function of these garments; and the transformation of clothing
patterns with the expansion of European clothing influence, which redefined the symbolic system of clothing.
The economic transformations of this period were not independently examined in the present data, and therefore
no definitive judgment can be made about their contribution compared with the other three factors; this
limitation is also specified in the "Research Limitations" section, and its independent examination is left to
future research.
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