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Objective: This study aims to explore the lived experiences of elementary school
teachers and students in encountering innovative and non-traditional assignments.
Method: A qualitative research approach using phenomenology was employed.
Participants were selected through non-random snowball sampling based on their rich
knowledge of the phenomenon, drawn from the population of elementary teachers and
students in Arak during the 20242025 academic year. Data were collected via semi-
structured interviews and analyzed using thematic analysis. Instrument validity was
confirmed by expert review, and data reliability was ensured through coder agreement.
Theoretical saturation was achieved after conducting 14 interviews with teachers and 17
with students.

Results: The results indicated that innovative assignments enhanced students’ creativity,
motivation, meaningful learning, critical thinking, and social skills. Moreover, the role
of teachers shifted from knowledge transmitters to learning facilitators, promoting equal
learning opportunities. Despite these advantages, challenges such as time constraints,
parental resistance, resource inequality, and difficulties in assessment were reported.
Conclusions: The conceptual model of the research indicated that innovative tasks
provide a platform for translating teachers' instructional designs into students' learning

experiences.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Contemporary educational systems encounter multifaceted challenges in enhancing learning quality and
cultivating 21st-century competencies. A promising response to these challenges lies in transforming
traditional modes of instruction and assessment, particularly at the primary level, where cognitive,
social, and emotional foundations are established. Within this context, innovative and non-traditional
assignments have been recognized by scholars and policymakers as effective instruments to stimulate
creative thinking, strengthen problem-solving capacities, and foster interactive learning.

Methods

This study adopted a qualitative design grounded in phenomenology. The phenomenon under
investigation comprised innovative assignments and the lived experiences of teachers and students
engaging with them. Participants were selected purposively, based on their capacity to provide rich
information. Accordingly, primary school teachers and students in Arak during the 2023-2024
academic year were recruited through non-random snowball sampling. Data collection continued until
theoretical saturation was achieved. Semi-structured interviews served as the primary data source. To
ensure rigor, multiple strategies were employed: expert review of interview protocols, iterative
refinement of questions, probing techniques during interviews, member checking with participants,
inter-coder reliability assessment using Cohen’s kappa, peer debriefing, and temporal reliability checks.
Ultimately, saturation was reached after interviews with 14 teachers and 17 students, confirming that
no new categories emerged.

Results

The analysis revealed that participants’ experiences encompassed cognitive, emotional, social, and
practical dimensions, which collectively shaped the teaching—learning process. Consistent with
constructivist theory (Fosnot, 2013), learning proved most effective when students actively engaged in
meaning-making. Innovative tasks—such as podcast production, model building, and puppet shows—
elicited cognitive engagement and creativity. These findings corroborate prior research (Sadeghi &
Farmabhini Farahani, 2025), which identified diverse, creative assignments as powerful tools for learning
enhancement. From a motivational perspective, such tasks promoted variety, enjoyment, and reduced
anxiety, aligning with Deci and Ryan’s self-determination theory (2000). Similarly, Paydar et al. (2023)
demonstrated that skill-based assignments increase participation and interest. Nevertheless, challenges
such as time constraints, parental resistance, inequitable resource access, assessment difficulties, and
overcrowded classrooms hinder effective implementation, echoing Macharchichkova (2024).

Conclusions

The findings of this study demonstrate that innovative assignments contribute to deep learning, intrinsic
motivation, and social interaction. They reinforce long term memory through experiential activities,
foster critical thinking by providing problem solving opportunities, and enhance enthusiasm while
reducing anxiety, thereby stimulating intrinsic motivation. Collaborative tasks strengthen interpersonal
relationships and a sense of belonging, while the teacher’s role shifts from a transmitter of knowledge
to a facilitator of learning, reflecting a paradigm change in education. Nevertheless, challenges such as
limited time, parental resistance, and unequal access to resources indicate that the effective
implementation of innovative assignments requires structural and cultural support. These results are
consistent with both national and international research, suggesting that primary education, through the
adoption of innovative tasks, can move toward more human centered and sustainable learning. The
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conceptual model developed in this study, grounded in constructivist principles, highlights the
mediating role of innovative assignments between instructional design and learning experience,
underscoring their importance in improving the quality of primary education. The complementary
perspectives of teachers and students reveal constructive interaction between creative design and learner
experience. Overall, the lived experiences of teachers and students indicate that innovative assignments,
when accompanied by structural, cultural, and professional support, can pave the way for transformation
in primary education and foster deeper, more enduring learning. To achieve this, it is recommended that
frameworks for designing innovative tasks be developed, professional development programs for
teachers be implemented, school policies be revised to support experiential learning, collaboration
between schools and families be strengthened, and flexible, process-oriented assessment systems be
established. It should be noted that the sample was limited to the city of Arak, which restricts the
generalizability of the findings.
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