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Iran and the Ottoman Empire in the tenth century AH / sixteenth century
CE. Having been raised within the cultural milieu of the Aq Qoyunlu state
in Iran, he migrated to the Ottoman Empire and became one of the closest
secretaries and advisers of the Ottoman sultans. There, he composed his
most important work, Hasht Bihisht, in Persian as a history of the
Ottoman dynasty. Relying on manuscript sources as well as Persian and
Turkish historical materials, this study examines the life, works, and
position of Bidlisi within the context of the Persian language during the
Ottoman period. The article demonstrates that Persian continued to
function in the Ottoman court as a language of cultural prestige and
historiography, and that Bidlisi was among the foremost bearers of this
tradition. Furthermore, the diversity of his writings in the fields of history,
mysticism, politics, and literature offers a vivid picture of the active
presence of Persian-speaking intellectuals within the cultural structure of
the Ottoman Empire.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Idris Bidlisi (861-926 AH / 1457-1520 CE) occupies a distinctive position in the cultural and
intellectual history of the late medieval Islamic world. Living during a period marked by the decline of
the Ag Qoyunlu confederation, the rise of the Safavid state, and the consolidation of Ottoman imperial
power, he emerged as one of the most influential Persian-speaking scholars, historians, and statesmen
of his age. His life and career provide a valuable perspective on the cultural interactions between the
Iranian and Ottoman worlds during the tenth century AH / sixteenth century CE. Raised within the
Persianate cultural environment of the Ag Qoyunlu court, Idris received a comprehensive education in
religious sciences, literature, history, philosophy, and administration. His intellectual formation
enabled him to assume important bureaucratic positions under Sultan Ya‘qub Ag Qoyunlu. Following
the collapse of the Ag Qoyunlu state and the establishment of Safavid rule, Idris migrated to the
Ottoman Empire, where he entered the service of Sultan Bayezid Il and later Sultan Selim I. In the
Ottoman court, he became a trusted adviser, diplomat, and historian. The significance of Idris Bidlisi
extends beyond his political activities. He was among the foremost representatives of Persian literary
and historiographical traditions within the Ottoman realm. His writings demonstrate the continued
prestige of Persian as a language of scholarship, administration, and court culture in Anatolia. Among
his numerous works, Hasht Bihisht stands out as the first comprehensive dynastic history of the
Ottomans written in Persian and remains one of the most important historical sources for the study of
early Ottoman history. The present study investigates the life, works, and intellectual legacy of Idris
Bidlisi and evaluates his contribution to the preservation and transmission of Persian culture in the
Ottoman Empire.

Research Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach based primarily on manuscript sources and
historical texts. Particular emphasis is placed on the writings of Idris Bidlisi himself, including his
historical, literary, mystical, and political works. These materials are examined alongside Persian,
Ottoman Turkish, and Arabic sources in order to reconstruct his biography and assess the scope of his
scholarly activities. The research also benefits from modern studies conducted by Iranian and Turkish
scholars concerning the life and writings of Idris Bidlisi. Comparative analysis is utilized to identify
the intellectual influences that shaped his works and to evaluate their historical significance within
broader Persianate and Ottoman cultural traditions. Attention is given to both textual content and
historical context, allowing for a comprehensive understanding of Bidlisi’s role as a mediator between
different political and cultural spheres. By integrating manuscript evidence with contemporary
scholarship, the study seeks to provide a more complete account of Idris Bidlisi’s intellectual career
than has previously been available in Persian-language research. Special consideration is given to the
diversity of his writings and to the cultural functions performed by Persian within the Ottoman courtly
environment.

Discussion

The findings reveal that Idris Bidlisi served as a crucial cultural intermediary between the Iranian and
Ottoman worlds. His migration from the Ag Qoyunlu court to the Ottoman Empire was not merely a
personal transition but also part of a broader movement of Persian-speaking intellectuals whose
expertise contributed significantly to Ottoman state formation and cultural development. One of the
most notable aspects of Bidlisi’s career was his ability to adapt Persian historiographical traditions to
Ottoman political needs.

His masterpiece, Hasht Bihisht, provided the Ottoman dynasty with a sophisticated historical narrative
modeled on established Persian literary and historical conventions. By presenting Ottoman rulers
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within a framework familiar to Persianate audiences, he contributed to the legitimization of Ottoman
sovereignty and integrated the dynasty into the broader Islamic and Iranian historical tradition. The
study further demonstrates that Bidlisi’s intellectual output extended far beyond historiography. His
writings encompass fields such as mysticism, ethics, political thought, religious studies, poetry, and
translation. This diversity reflects the multidimensional character of learned elites in the Islamic world
and illustrates the breadth of scholarly activity associated with Persian-speaking intellectuals in
Ottoman service. Another important finding concerns the status of the Persian language in the
Ottoman Empire. Although Ottoman Turkish functioned increasingly as the language of
administration and governance, Persian retained considerable prestige in literary and scholarly circles.
The patronage extended to Idris Bidlisi by Ottoman rulers indicates that Persian continued to serve as
an important medium of cultural representation and intellectual production. His works reveal the
persistence of Persian literary aesthetics and historical writing traditions within the Ottoman
environment. The evidence also highlights Bidlisi’s influence on later Ottoman historians. Several
Ottoman chronicles display similarities to Hasht Bihisht in structure, content, and historical
interpretation. Whether through direct borrowing or shared intellectual traditions, the impact of
Bidlisi’s historiographical methods can be traced in subsequent Ottoman historical writing. His role in
shaping historical memory therefore extends beyond his own lifetime and contributes to his lasting
significance in Ottoman intellectual history.

Conclusion

Idris Bidlisi represents one of the most important examples of cultural continuity between the
Persianate and Ottoman worlds during a period of profound political transformation. His life illustrates
how scholars and administrators could transcend political boundaries while maintaining strong
intellectual and cultural affiliations. Through his service to both Aq Qoyunlu and Ottoman rulers, he
participated directly in the political developments of his age while simultaneously preserving and
transmitting Persian literary and scholarly traditions. The study demonstrates that Bidlisi’s importance
lies not only in his political influence but also in his remarkable literary and intellectual achievements.
His historical writings, especially Hasht Bihisht, established a model for Ottoman historiography and
reinforced the cultural prestige of Persian within the Ottoman court. Moreover, the breadth of his
scholarly production reflects the dynamic role of Persian-speaking intellectuals in shaping the cultural
landscape of the eastern Islamic world. Ultimately, Idris Bidlisi should be regarded as a key figure in
the history of Persian language and literature beyond the geographical boundaries of Iran. His career
exemplifies the enduring vitality of Persianate culture in the Ottoman Empire and highlights the
interconnected nature of Islamic intellectual traditions in the early modern period.

Keywords: Idris Bidlisi, The Ottomans, Aq Qoyunlu, Sultan Salim, Sultan Yaqub.
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