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Abstract
The contemporary history of Iran—particularly the examination of the village’s

role within the nation’s history—requires serious re-reading and rethinking. In
contrast to traditional history—which is centered on politics, the capital, and the
city—one can employ new interdisciplinary models and methods to re-examine and
reveal the underlying layers of historical meaning. The present study aims to
examine the nature of cultural history and the methodological and source-related
possibilities it offers for the study and research of rural history in Iran. The findings
indicate that cultural history is an interdisciplinary approach seeking to highlight
the role of culture in the analysis of "historical realities"; it grounds the discovery
of meaning and the representation of knowledge in a cultural analysis based on an
understanding of the cultural contexts in which events occur. This field of
knowledge contributes significantly to expanding the thematic and source-related
scope of historical scholarship; it enables the historian to re-read official documents
"against the grain"—thereby recovering silenced voices—and to view the material
and intangible culture of the village as a text and a source worthy of study. While
the social history of the village focuses on structures and quantitative data—such as
land ownership, taxation, and population—cultural history centers on meanings,
symbols, representations, and the lived experiences of the villagers. Thus, this
approach offers powerful methodological and source-analytical tools for
interpreting the history of the village—a subject often underrepresented in official
Qajar-era documents. Within this framework, culture is read and decoded as a text,
where in every action, object, or ritual serves as a signifier of meaning and a source
for cultural inquiry.
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