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Abstract
The sport of Qiqgaj, also recorded in some local sources as "Qiqaj" or "Qigach", is one of the indigenous and ritual sports

of Lorestan province that is currently performed symbolically in dramatic rituals, especially in wedding ceremonies of
Lorestan nomads. Despite its current ritual and dramatic function, this sport has deep roots in the history and culture of ancient
Iran and can be considered an example of the continuity of ancient traditions of horsemanship and archery. This article, with a
historical-analytical approach, based on archaeological data, written evidence and field observations, seeks to answer the
question of which historical period the origin and history of Qigaj dates back to and what kind of cultural and social heritage
does this ritual-sport carry in ancient Iran? The research findings show that Qigaj originated from ancient traditions of hunting
and horsemanship and is considered a living and dynamic heritage, especially in Lorestan. Material evidence from the bronzes
of Lorestan, especially those from the Ath and vth centuries BC, clearly depict scenes of horsemanship and archery from

galloping horses. This tradition continued in later periods and is reflected in the designs of Achaemenid seals, Parthian and
Sassanid silver and gold vessels, and even historical texts. The nature of this sport, which consists of shooting at a target from
the back of a galloping horse, requires a complex coordination between physical balance, mental concentration, and practical
skill in horsemanship and archery. These same characteristics have caused Qigaj to become more than a simple game or
pastime, into a kind of educational-ritual system; a system in which individual capabilities are intertwined with political-
cultural values. From a symbology perspective, Qigaj is a mixture of three key elements in ancient Iranian culture: the horse, a
symbol of power and nobility; man, a social activist and warrior; and the bow and arrow, a tool of war and ritual. The
combination of these elements is an embodiment of the connection of military, royal and ritual traditions that not only had a
military function, but also formed part of the court culture and the mechanism for educating the socio-political elite.
Accordingly, Qigaj can be considered part of the intangible cultural heritage of Iran, the continuation of which in Lorestan
today indicates the vitality of a tradition that is several thousand years old; a tradition that, along with military needs, also
found social and ritual functions and acts as a link between the past and the present.
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