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Abstract
The dragon motif is among the oldest visual elements in Iranian culture and art, appearing in

diverse forms across various schools of Persian painting. During the Qajar period, particularly
under the reign of Fath-Ali Shah, the reinforcement of neo-classicist tendencies, the revival of
heroic traditions, and a growing devotion to Shi‘a Imams led to a fusion of national epic
themes with Shi‘a beliefs. This study addresses the following questions: How is the dragon
and the dragon-slaying hero depicted in Qajar lithographed books? And how did the fusion of
neo-classicist sentiments and Shi‘a beliefs influence the representation of the dragon-slaying
theme in these lithographed works? The purpose of the research is to explain how the epic
meaning of the dragon-slaying narrative was transformed and to analyze the replacement of
the mythic hero with a religious figure namely Imam ‘Ali (AS) in the illustrated scenes of
lithographed books. This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach based
on library research. The findings indicate that, alongside neo-classicist tendencies, a strong
Shi‘a orientation rooted in Iranian society since the Safavid period was present during the
Qajar era. Consequently, the dragon-slaying scene, originally a mythological theme within the
Iranian epic tradition, was reinterpreted as a symbol of Imam ‘Ali’s bravery and valor in his
struggle against falsehood within the Shi‘a ideological framework.
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