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Abstract
Muslim intellectuals, in response to the dichotomy of Westernism and nationalism,

chose a third path that emphasized a simultaneous Iranian and Islamic identity with
a new and merciful approach. There are various trends in confrontation with modern
culture and civilization, including a comparative trend based on simultaneous
influence and independence of thought, which, while interacting with the West,
relies on one's own identity. Ali Shariati, with a religious background, turned to this
trend. The basic question is what place does Iran and Iranian identity have in
Shariati's thought, and how much attention has he paid to the components of Iranian
identity? This research, using a historical method of the causal type with a
descriptive-analytical approach, aims to explain the individual thought of a
prominent religious intellectual about Iran and Iranian identity and to identify the
different levels of Shariati's "lran-centeredness” or "Islam-centeredness"” in historical
development. The findings show that when talking about Shariati, one must ask
which Shariati? Because in one period, he sought to rediscover Iranian-Islamic
identity, with Salman al-Farisi as the cultural axis of Iran and Islam, which this
research has called Iran-centeredness. In another stage and at the peak of political
ideological struggles, he made an intellectual migration from Salman and Iran to
Abu Dharr al-Ghifari and the land of Hijaz with the axis of Islam, and announced
the symbols of Islam with the leftist discourse of his era as a way to escape what
exists and move towards what should be, which can be called Islam-centeredness
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