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Abstract

Adopting an analytical—interpretive approach, this study examines the status of the speaker
in the thought of Shams-e Tabrizi as one of the central figures of Iran’s mystical and
cultural tradition, and analyzes it in relation to the foundations of virtue ethics. By
emphasizing the precedence of “who speaks” (man gal) over “what is said” (ma qal),
Shams-e Tabrizi considers the credibility and authenticity of speech to be contingent upon
the speaker’s inner virtues, truthfulness, spiritual state, and historical-spiritual ss. This
perspective is deeply rooted in the heritage of Islamic mysticism and Iranian spiritual
culture, while also being comparable to the theoretical foundations of virtue ethics,
particularly in the thought of Aristotle and its contemporary interpreters. The research data
were derived from a content analysis of the Maqalat of Shams-e Tabrizi, regarded as a
foundational text in the history of Iranian mysticism, and were interpreted through thematic
analysis. In this framework, elements such as purity of intention, appropriation and
internalization of speech, commitment to one’s words, and the spiritual awareness and state
of the speaker were identified as essential components of the authenticity of speech. The
findings indicate that, in Shams’s intellectual tradition, speech is not separable from the
speaker; rather, it reflects the speaker’s character, spiritual rank, and lived experience. A
comparison of this view with the broader tradition of Islamic mysticism and virtue ethics
demonstrates that Shams’s emphasis on self-purification and the cultivation of virtues
aligns with a virtue-centered ethical logic and contributes to a deeper understanding of the
speaker’s position in the history of Iranian culture and thought. The originality of this
article lies in elucidating the relationship between the speaker’s virtue and the authenticity
of speech within the shared horizon of Iranian Islamic mysticism and virtue ethics, and in
proposing an integrative model for analyzing this relationship.
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