JH

Journal of Philosophical Investigations

———

Journal of Philosophical Investigations

)

n
University of Tabriz

e

Print ISSN: 2251-7960  Online ISSN: 2423-4419

Homepage: https://philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir

Conditions of Possibility for Subjectivity; from death drive to ideological

AmirMohammad Ghods?*

1. Corresponding  Author,

fantasy

| Mahmoud Sufiani?®

MA in Political Science, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran. Email:

Ghods.AmirMohammad@yahoo.com
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran. Email: M.Sufiani@yahoo.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:

Research Article

Avrticle history:

Received 06 May 2026

Received in revised from 13
June 2026

Accepted 25 June 2026

Published online 18 July 2026

Keywords:

Subjectivity, Death Drive,
Constitutive Negativity,
Fantasy, Ideology, The
Political

This research investigates the problem of the Subject and the modalities of
its conceptualization within the framework of contemporary philosophy.
In this context, both the critique of the modern substantial subject and
various scientistic approaches have converged to negate the subject’s
ontological truth. In response to this trajectory, the present study re-
evaluates the nexus between German Idealism (specifically Hegel and
Schelling) and Freudian-Lacanian psychoanalysis through the lens of
Slavoj Zizek’s scholarship. By doing so, it elevates the status of the subject
from a mere empirical or psychological category to an ontological one.
The findings suggest that the subject is not a positive entity but rather a
gap or a "constitutive negativity" that constitutes the intersection of
psychoanalysis, philosophy, and politics. The primary objective of this
paper is to provide a genealogy of these three domains and to elucidate the
possibility of their convergence, thereby delineating a new horizon that
conceptualizes the human psyche and the unity of Being through the
prisms of lack and negativity. This inquiry ultimately seeks to facilitate an
understanding of the political as an ontological category, while providing
a framework for the critique of ideology, the political subject, and the
redefinition of emancipation and freedom.
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Extended Abstract

This article investigates the foundational problem of the Subject and the modalities of its
conceptualization within contemporary philosophy. In recent decades, the modern substantial
subject has faced severe criticism, while simultaneously, scientistic reductionisms—ranging
from cognitive and biological psychology to ego-psychology—have attempted to reduce the
subject to a unified consciousness, a pleasure-seeking organism, or a mere cultural variable. In
response to this theoretical crisis, this research re-evaluates the profound nexus between
German Idealism (specifically the frameworks of G.W.F. Hegel and F.W.J. Schelling) and
Freudian-Lacanian psychoanalysis, primarily through the theoretical synthesis developed by
Slavoj Zizek. This article elevates the status of the subject from an empirical or psychological
entity to a strictly ontological category. It posits that the subject is not a "positive being" or a
fully realized identity, but rather a fundamental "gap" or a "constitutive negativity". This
ontological void serves as the very condition of possibility for any structural unity, symbolic
meaning, and authentic political action.

The genealogical methodology of this article traces this conceptualization across three
critical domains: psychoanalysis, philosophy, and politics. The analysis commences with a
rigorous rereading of Sigmund Freud's pivotal 1920 essay, Beyond the Pleasure Principle.
Initially, Freud conceptualized the psychic apparatus as a homeostatic system governed by the
pleasure principle, aiming strictly at the reduction of tension. However, clinical phenomena
such as traumatic dreams and repetition compulsion necessitated the postulation of a domain
"beyond" this principle. This article demonstrates that the resultant concept, the "death drive,"
should not be interpreted merely as a biological instinct striving for destruction or a simple
return to an inanimate state. Instead, through Jacques Lacan's structural reading, the death drive
is revealed as the inherent, constitutive negativity pulsating within the libido itself. It is the
structural rupture that renders psychic life possible, operating as the pure negativity around
which partial drives circulate, ultimately establishing the subject as irremediably split.

To substantiate this psychoanalytic insight philosophically, this article integrates the
conceptual apparatus of German Idealism. The formation of the unconscious is not a mere
reservoir of repressed childhood memories but is co-original with the subject's entry into
language. This entry is characterized by a Lacanian "forced choice™ between Being and
Meaning. To gain representation within the symbolic order, the subject must sacrifice its
immediate, pre-linguistic Being. This traumatic sacrifice is illuminated through Hegel's
concept of the "Night of the World"—a pre-ontological, radically negative withdrawal where
the continuous fabric of reality is violently fragmented by the power of pure, transcendental
imagination. Furthermore, this article aligns this Hegelian negativity with Schelling's concept
of the Ungrund (the groundless), an abyssal, chaotic multiplicity of drives preceding any
ontological foundation. The transition from this chaotic abyss to the symbolic order requires a
"vanishing mediator". The subject itself is this vanishing mediator, a moment of pure, absolute
contraction and radical withdrawal from immediate reality that must disappear to allow the
symbolic universe (the Logos) to establish its reign.

Following this traumatic insertion into the symbolic order, the subject is alienated and
perpetually separated from its fundamental Being. This structural loss produces an indivisible
remainder, conceptualized by Lacan as the objet petit a. This object is not an empirical entity
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but a topological void, the absolute object-cause of desire that marks the place of the lost pre-
symbolic unity. To prevent the subject from being overwhelmed by the terrifying Real and its
unbearable jouissance, the symbolic order necessitates the mechanism of "fantasy". This article
emphasizes that fantasy, formulated by Lacan as ($0a), is not a superfluous illusion or a mere
imaginary image. Rather, it functions as the structural and indispensable mechanism of
subjectivation. Fantasy covers the traumatic gap incurred by language, organizes the subject's
desire, and maintains the subject at a safe distance from the raw jouissance of the Real, thus
guaranteeing the apparent coherence of the symbolic reality.

By transposing this ontological and psychoanalytic framework to the sociopolitical sphere,
this research fundamentally redefines the concept of ideology. Just as fantasy covers the
fundamental lack within the individual subject, "ideological fantasy" functions as the structural
mechanism that covers the inherent antagonism and constitutive gap of the social whole. This
article explicitly argues against reducing ideology to "false consciousness," an epistemological
error, or a simple illusion masking an objective truth. Critiquing traditional Marxist
interpretations and even Louis Althusser's theory of ideological state apparatuses—which
remain confined to the Imaginary and Symbolic registers—this research asserts that ideology
is a material reality functioning to structure the social fabric. Relying on Peter Sloterdijk’s
notion of "cynical reason," as adopted by Zizek, this article demonstrates that contemporary
ideology operates at the level of material praxis rather than conscious belief. The modern
subject knows very well what it is doing, yet continues to perform ideological rituals,
effectively externalizing belief into the material objects and practices themselves. Therefore,
ideology is the very fantasy covering the structural gap of the social, making the antagonistic
social reality livable.

In its final section, this article establishes the coordinates for a radical political subjectivity.
Because ideology is not a cognitive error but a fantasmatic structure, the critique of ideology
cannot rely on enlightenment-based consciousness-raising. Instead, emancipation demands a
structural rupture, conceptualized as "traversing the fantasy". This traversal does not imply the
impossible abolition of fantasy or the attainment of a pure, pre-ideological reality. Rather, it
necessitates a fundamental transformation in the subject's relationship with the constitutive lack
of the Other. It demands a shift from the logic of "totality"—which always relies on a
constitutive exception or a Master-Signifier to guarantee closure—to the Lacanian logic of
"incompleteness™ (the not-all). True political subjectivity, therefore, emerges as a collective
agency that refuses to stitch up the social wound. By embodying the Bartleby-like gesture of
"I would prefer not to," this subjective agency seeks emancipation through the rigorous
endurance of the inherent antagonism of Being. Ultimately, this research concludes that politics
is intertwined with the very essence of Being, and the subject, born of constitutive negativity,
is always already a political subject.
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