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Actions with the Tawhid in Essence and Attributes of Haaq Taala and its
Solution from the Perspective of Allamah Tabataba'1
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Abstract

The issue of the finality of divine actions is one of the important and central issues of Islamic
philosophy and theology, which has always been discussed by philosophers and theologians,
including the Ash'arism theologians. The Ash'arism deny the finality of divine actions and
consider it incompatible with the tdwhid in actions. Now, the main issue of the article is
whether it is possible to speak of the finality of divine actions in a way that neither necessitates
the imperfection mentioned in the Ash'arism concern nor the futility of divine actions?
According to the Allameh's view, God is the agent and the purpose of all actions and objects
in the world of possibility; because God is Absolute Perfection, He has no goal outside of
Himself, and His agency is the same as His finality, and the finality for such an agent does not
entail perfection. In this article, by using a descriptive-analytical method, we explain and
analyze the Ash'arism view on the lack of finality in divine actions, while also solving this
issue and criticizing the Ash'arism view from the perspective of Allamah Tabataba't.
Allamah, by relying on rational and naqli principles and evidence such as intellectual good
and bad, divine wisdom, movement, the distinction between the active and the subject end,
etc., has criticized the Ash'arism view. Therefore, we can both believe in the finality of divine
actions without any flaw to God, and also seek liberation from the abyss of the finality and
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futility of divine actions.

Key Words: Divine Actions, Finality, Ash'arism, Divine Wisdom, Allamah Tabataba'1
Introduction

In the history of Islamic theology, there have always been significant discussions that became
points of contention among various theological sects; among the most important of these, one
can point to the discussion of the purposefulness of divine acts, which has intensely become
an arena for conflict and clashing views. In the midst of this, we mostly witness two types of
alignment. On one side are the Ash'arism theologians who, based on their doctrinal principles,
do not tolerate the attribution of any purpose to God and strictly forbid it, and accordingly,
they not only do not consider having a purpose or end in action necessary for God, but they
also perceive any kind of teleology in divine acts as a cause of deficiency. However, on the
other side of this alignment are the Shia and Mu'tazilism theologians who, based on
fundamental commonalities, are also in agreement regarding the purposefulness of divine
acts. These two groups of theologians, considering their intellectual basis, do not find it
impossible for God to pursue a goal in His Acts, but rather believe: since the lack of teleology
leads to futile work; they consider it necessary for God to have goals in His Acts, but not in a
way that, as the Ash'arism say, would lead to the perfection of the essence. Therefore, in this
article, we will attempt to explain and analyze the Ash'arism perspective on the lack of
teleology in divine acts and critique it from the perspective of Allamah Tabataba'1, who is one
of the greats of Shia theology.

Methodology

In this article, a descriptive-analytical method is used to analyze the views of Ash'rism and
then, it should be critically investigated from the perspective of Allamah Tabataba'1 on the
issue of purposefulness of divine Actions.

Findings

Based on the beliefs they hold regarding God and His Attributes, the Ash'arism reject the
existence of any kind of purpose in divine Actions, because they believe that if we consider
God's Actions to have a purpose, we have lowered the Holy divine Essence, and by
considering His Actions goal-oriented, it is as if we have equated His work with human
actions, and in this way, we have likened the Pure Essence of God to the lowly essence of
creatures (Al-Taftazani, 1998, 4: 296; Al-Amidi, 2002: 151). According to the view of Shia
and Mu'tazilism, some actions are inherently bad and, conversely, others are inherently good.
In other words, from their perspective, the goodness and badness of actions are innate, and
humans are independently capable of recognizing them without referring to Sharia. This view
believes in the inherent and rational goodness and badness of actions. In contrast, Ash'arism
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believe that the goodness and badness of actions are not inherent, but rather religious (Sharia-
based), and humans cannot perceive the goodness and badness of actions solely through their
own reason, but require the guidance of Sharia to distinguish them and must accept the
goodness and badness of actions through submission; because they believe if goodness and
badness were rational, a good deed would never become ugly and an ugly deed would never
become good; meaning the difference in aspects and considerations should not affect the
transformation of a good deed into a bad one and a bad deed into a good one, whereas in some
cases this happens. For example, sometimes lying is good; if it leads to saving the life of a
believer, and likewise, truth-telling is ugly and bad in a situation where it leads to the loss of
a believer's life (Iji, ND: 326).

Allamah Tabataba'l has presented his philosophical interpretation of the issue of
purposefulness of divine Actions under the verses related to divine Wisdom and the Creation
of existence. He expresses the purposiveness of creation with a deep perspective and then,
relying on the verses of revelation, proves the existence of a final cause in divine actions. As
a philosopher and interpreter of the Holy Quran, Allamah always believed in the
correspondence between reason and revelation; therefore, in addition to resorting to rational
arguments to prove purposiveness, he also concludes the existence of a goal in God's action
and the non-vanity of creation by appealing to numerous verses (Allamah Tabataba'1, 2006:
92; 2009, 2:65 Motahhari, 2010, 1:87).

Discussion and Conclusion

Given that the denial of purpose in Divine Acts by the Ash'arism faces numerous intellectual
and traditional challenges, it has been critiqued by Allamah Tabataba'1. According to
Allamah, all Divine Acts are based on interest, wisdom, and purpose. With his philosophical
genius, he provided a wise interpretation of the verses of creation in the Holy Quran, which
resulted in proving this difficult philosophical issue. He always chose a middle path in
explaining philosophical issues and interpreted Quranic verses comprehensively. Allamah's
innovation was proving the existence of purpose in Divine Acts without making the Almighty
subordinate to or governed by anything, and in this way, he followed the principles of
Transcendent Philosophy and became a guiding light for future generations in philosophical
discussions; this very point is the most important critique of his view on Ash'arism beliefs,
since what the Ash'arism call wisdom and interest is the same as what Allamah considers
Divine purpose. Allamah, by citing Divine verses, proved the existence of purpose and goal
in the acts of the Exalted Creator and, on the other hand, provided a philosophical explanation
for it. By distinguishing between the purpose of the act and the purpose of the agent, he was
able to resolve the existing conceptual difficulties in this field and prove the purposeful nature
of the act in all Divine Actions. Allamah's foundations in explaining this issue, in addition to
revelatory teachings, are also based on rational arguments, and the collection of his proofs in
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demonstrating the purposefulness of Divine Acts is clear evidence for rejecting Ash'arism
beliefs and proving the innate and rational principle of the purposefulness of Divine Acts.
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