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Abstract

This study aims to explain the role of the theory of the soul’s substantial and intensifying
motion in analyzing and identifying the causes of human behavior from the perspective of
Mulla Sadra. The main question is on what ontological basis human behavior can be
explained, and whether, instead of relying on external and accidental factors, the roots of
actions can be sought in the inner structure and developmental process of the soul as described
by Mulla Sadra. By using a descriptive-analytical method based on the principles of
Transcendent Philosophy, this research examines the issue. The findings show that, according
to Sadra, the human soul is a dynamic substance undergoing intensifying motion, moving
from lower to higher levels of existence. Human behaviors are manifestations of these
existential levels and the degree of the soul’s actualization. Thus, virtuous and rational actions
indicate existential intensification and closeness to perfection, while immoral actions reflect
weakness in the soul’s existential level. Therefore, analyzing human behavior in this
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framework is inward-looking and ontological, tracing actions back to the dynamic essence of
the soul. The novelty of this study lies in applying Sadra’s theory to the analysis of human
behavior and proposing an existential framework for understanding human actions.
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Introduction

The main problem addressed is how human behaviors can be explained based on existential
principles rather than relying solely on external, psychological, or social factors.
Contemporary approaches often interpret behavior as a response to environmental stimuli or
internal mental states, yet they lack a deep ontological foundation. In contrast, Mulla Sadra’s
Transcendent Philosophy offers a unique perspective: behavior is rooted in the very essence
of the soul and its intensive substantial motion. The central question is: How can the theory
of the soul’s intensive substantial motion provide a philosophical basis for causal explanation
of human behaviors? Specifically, what is the relationship between the soul’s existential
degree and human actions, and how do voluntary acts affect the soul’s developmental
trajectory?

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method based on Mulla Sadra’s works,
particularly Al-Asfar al-Arba‘a and Al-Shawahid al-Rubiibiyya, as well as commentaries by
later scholars such as Allama Tabataba’i, Mutahhari, Misbah Yazdi, and Javadi Amuli. The
study systematically extracts the ontological principles of Mulla Sadra’s philosophy-
originality of existence (asalat al-wujiid), gradational unity of existence (tashkik al-wujud),
substantial motion (al-harakat al-jawhariyya), the union of intellect and intelligible (ittihad al-
‘aqil wa al-ma‘qul), and the principle of renewal of similars (tajaddud al-amtal)- and applies
them to the analysis of human behavior. No empirical or experimental methods are used;
rather, the study focuses on philosophical analysis and conceptual reconstruction.

Findings

1. Originality of existence: Behavior is not a set of accidental qualities but a mode of the soul’s
existential actualization.

2. Gradational unity of existence: The soul’s existential degrees range from weak (material)
to strong (rational and spiritual). Each degree corresponds to specific types of behavior.

3. Intensive substantial motion: The soul is in constant flux, moving intensively from lower
to higher degrees. This motion is the real cause of behavioral change.

4. Behavior as manifestation: Good, rational, and ethical behaviors indicate existential
intensity; bad, impulsive, or irrational behaviors indicate existential weakness.
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5. Bidirectional relationship: While the soul’s degree determines behavior, behavior also
reinforces or alters that degree.

6. Free will within motion: Free will is not external to substantial motion but directs its
trajectory toward perfection or deficiency.

7. Renewal of similars: The soul is renewed moment by moment; each behavior is an
expression of a new existential mode.

8. Four stages of behavioral emergence:

a. Dominance of appetitive faculty — animal-like behavior

b. Dominance of irascible faculty — predatory behavior

c. Dominance of imaginative faculty — deceptive/demonic behavior

d. Actualization of rational faculty — angelic or divine-human behavior

Discussion and Conclusion

The study concludes that Mulla Sadra’s theory of intensive substantial motion shifts the causal
explanation of behavior from external factors to the internal existential structure of the soul.
Behavior is neither a mechanical output nor a mere psychological event; it is the very
appearance of the soul’s degree of existence. This approach has several implications:

a. Deep causal explanation: Instead of asking “What external stimulus caused the behavior?”
one asks “What existential degree of the soul does this behavior manifest?”

b. Non-reductive ethics: Moral virtues are signs of existential strength or weakness, not merely
socially constructed norms.

c. Integration of philosophy and psychology: The theory provides a foundation for an
existential psychology that links action, character, and spiritual development.

d. Role of free will: Humans are responsible for their behavior because their choices direct the
intensive motion of the soul toward either perfection or imperfection.

The main novelty of this research is its systematic application of the intensive substantial
motion of the soul to the causal analysis of human behavior, offering a framework that
transcends both empirical reductionism and purely normative ethics. Future research can
develop practical models for moral education and self-cultivation based on this existential
ontology.
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